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Abstract

Project Code: RDG4840055

Project Title: The studies of Socio-Economy indicators for management of Pak Phanang basin.
Case study of Paddy Field in Irrigated Area (Khlongbangtri, Khlongchianyai and
Khlongchamoa Sub-Basin)

Investigators: Somjai Nupaung
Walailak University

E-mail Address: psomjai@wu.ac.th

Project Period: 01 September 2005 to 28 February 2007

The objectives of this research were to gain social and economical knowledge, to improve
management process, to be a stage in initiative social support processes, and to build criteria and tools in
Pak Phanang Basin management by in-depth interview and focus group discussions. It also used public
hearings from local community to find change of local community for creating indicators and information of
local community. The results found that;

The dynamic of change in rural area had initial from change of natural resource which affected to
community in economic and social. The study, dynamic of change in community which gained knowledge
about social and economic, could divided into 3 eras;

The first era was natural-based rural style (past — 1957). It was setup abode era which had a lot of
natural resource for beneficial of community. The production custom was simple by using family and animal
labor intensive and had sharing system. The target of production was consumption in family and rite. All
production resources were gained from community. Rice was the main factor for life so could conclude “Rice
is Life". Farming was used natural traditional custom and was not explicit cost.

The second era was rush developed community style (1958 — 1992). Community style was changed
by government development taking technologies into community especially related rice. It was change
production custom; Infrastructures and production stressed to commercial, change in production based and
labor, cost in rice production, less in organic fertilizer from cow, lost connection, risk to loss in farming,
change to be the largest vegetable plant area in southern region.

The third era was rural style in Pak Phanang Basin royal development project (1993 — present). Salt
water entered into Pak Phanang River and disseminated into sub-branch of the river. It damaged to
agriculturist very much. His Majesty the King had a project to develop Pak Phanang Basin in 1,937,500 rai.
The project, developed irrigation system, affected to farr.ners could farm twice a year. When closed Pak
Phanang Dam, the ecology was change. It was fresh water all year affected to near irrigation system farmers
could gain benefit and vice versa. Moreover, water in canal, branch of Pak Phanang River, was not flow,
polluted water, and highly loss in plant and aquatic animals. It affected to community life style and had
relocate labor to other place.

It concluded change factors consisted of be commercialized-board market system, depending on
production technology for efficiency and profit from production, area extending from external, high depending

on external in all lifestyle, change in popularity tradition and custom, and less in natural resource. The



()

economic indicators were revenues, expenses, sufficiency in food, and reaching and managing production

resource while the social indicators were social relationship, custom, local tradition, and safety in life.
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