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Abstract

Project Code : RDG4840057

Project Title : The Problem of the Accessibility and Use of the Resources in the Swamp forest
before and after the Introduction of the Pakphanang River Basin Development
Project.

Investigator  : Chonlada Sangmanee Sirisatidkit
Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University

E-mail Address : schonlada2516@hotmail.com

Project Period : September 2005 - February 2007

This research aims at studying the characteristics of the use of the resources in the swamp
forest by different groups of people before and after the introduction of the Pakphanang River
Basin Development Project as well as the arising conflicts among these groups.

The outcome of the research is used to study the impact on different groups of people
who have been making use of the resources in the swamp forest areas, including the study of the
processes and the conditions of the occupational adjustment of the people who have been making
use of the resources of the affected swamp forest. This study also covers the assistance guidelines
for the people with adjustment problems and burdens caused by the characteristic changes of the
swamp forest.

According to the study, Klong Kong Community is divided on the basis of the resource
specification. However, the original community was mainly composed of the people who had
migrated from the areas around the Pakphanang River Basin, especially from the Districts of
Huatrai and Chienyai. The community has been gradually expanding ever since. The first
occupants of the areas preferred to settle down and carry out reclamation activities on the river
banks or near the swamp forest. Later the number of the occupants became increasing, so they
expanded their producing areas into the swamp forest. In the past the villages around Klong Kong
Community relied on the resource base in the swamp forest for their daily existence, especially
the land resources, the forests, the aquatic animals and the water resources. Since the introduction

of the Pakphanang River Basin Development Project, the commercial agriculture has been
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expanded. This change, in addition to other existing factors and conditions, has had a great and
complete impact on the way of life of the people in Klong Kong Community due to the change of
the ecosystem of the swamp forest, causing a lot of problems concerning the livelihood existence
of the people in the community. They have been unable to access to or make use of the swamp
forest as they used to in the past, resulting in different and critical impacts on the villagers, who
are divided into three groups: the seriously affected, the moderately affected, and the slightly
affected.

As a result, the people in the community have been trying to look for their way out, and

start adjusting to an alternative for their living conditions based on their individual and family
potentiality. Some of them have been successful in solving their problems, but many have had to
give in due to their individual and family limitations.
It is found out that some of the villagers have been making use of different strategies to make
their families survive the currents of changing circumstances. They have been making use of
three strategies: the adjustment on the basis of the secondary production, and the adjustment on
the basis of unofficial production. In fact, the families have not been able to equally adjust their
lives to new ways of production activities due to the different factors and conditions of the
families. The families in Klong Kong Community are divided into three groups, based on the
potentiality of the families and the possession of farmland : the high potential families, which
have occupied over 20 rai of land (23.18%), the moderately potential families, which have
occupied 10-20 rai of land (32.78 %), and the low potential families, which have occupied less
than 10 rai of land (44.04 %). Each group of the families has different characteristic adjustment.
Besides this, some families have applied the financial system to manage the expenses and income
of the families, including saving money through sharing and taking loans in order to survive the
torrents of current changes.

The solution guidelines of the families in Klong Kong Community are as follows :

1. There must be a supporting plan to restore the swamp forest so that the people can
fully make use of it. The illegally-squattered land by some private sectors must be prevented. In
addition, there should be a co-operative plan of the people in the community to help protect the

swamp forest and regard it as the community forest.
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2. There must be a promotion plan to help the people in the community to succeed in
adjusting themselves to new alternatives of occupations in order to survive and become more
stable and secure in their livelihood as follows :

2.1 The high potential families should be promoted and provided with the
knowledge of work performances and the value addition of different products.

2.2 The moderately potential families should be assisted and provided with
occupational prospects and alternatives so that they can bring in more income. They should also
be aware of production factors which are relevant to their potentiality in occupational adjustment,
regarding the possibility and the effectiveness.

2.3 The low potential families are the most critical, and should be supported in
various aspects, and provided with the knowledge concerning alternatives of occupation so that
they can gain family stability and farmland. Some illegally-squattered swamp forest must be

revoked and allocated to the families, which have not had their own farm land.

Key words : Swamp forest resources, accessibility, Pakphanang River Basin Development

Project, adjustment strategies, Potentiality.





