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The study of the adjustment strategies of the agriculturists who have been affected
by the change of the ecosystem in the middle part of the Pakpanang Basin has become
very crucial. It used to be rich in natural resources and has ecological diversities, which
have been the infrastructure of economic and social stability for the people in this area for
a long time. The introduction of the Pakpanang Basin Development Project has become a
factor that has contributed to the change of the ecosystem, causing an impact on the way of
life and the living conditions of the people in the area.

This study aims at obtaining the solution guidelines in terms of the impact caused
by unequal investment cost, and the adjustment strategies of different groups of people
who have been affected by the introduction of the project.

The middle part of the Pakpanang Basin is composed of the Districts of Huatrai,
Chienyai, and Chalermprakiet. The area is physically divided into three parts : the coastal
area, the basin area, and the marshland area. The internal and external changes have caused
the constant occupational adjustment, such as growing rice, doing mixed gardens and
doing prawn farms. The major products before the introduction of the Pakpanang Basin
Development Project were mainly composed of doing prawn farms. However, without the
awareness of environmental conservation, the area has become seriously affected. The
Pakpanang Basin Development Project was, therefore, introduced to solve the major
problems of the people in the community, but the outcome has not been totally expected
and also caused the complicated problems of the livelihood existence. The living
conditions are still critical due to the changes of the resources, such as aquatic animals,
decreasing thickets of nepa palms, brackish water, fresh water and stagnant water. These

changes have affected the community in three aspects. The negatively-affected area



consists of the coastal communities along the Hutrai Canal, which is a part of the
Pakpnang River. The second characteristic of the affected area which has been positively
and negatively affected covers the area where the water system has been changed and
obstructed, and it is not able to circulate naturally. The most seriously affected are the
groups of the people who earn their living by doing traditional fishery. The number of
aquatic animals has rapidly been decreasing. These communities are mostly located in the
District of Chienyai. The fresh water in the river has benefited these communities and been
regarded as the production base of all products. The third characteristic covers the areas
which have been positively affected. These areas used to be short of water which was used
for necessary production. However, after the introduction of the project, there has been
enough fresh water to be used to increase the productivity circles. These communities are
located next to the marshland. These is a newly- dug canal, called the Cha-uad
Prackmeung Canal.

The occupation adjustment of the people in the community falls into three aspects.
The first one is characterized as the primary occupational adjustment. The families in this
group still focus on agricultural activities. There are two types of the families in this group.
The first one is the group with traditional agricultural activities. They grow plants and
vegetables, and do mixed gardens, but they also increase the number of economic plants.
The strategies applied by this group is increasing production costs, making a bargain, and
adjusting the social relationship. The outcome of this group is that the families have got
more land for conducting more production systems. As a result, their income and
occupational activities seem very secure and stable. The second group employs the land
use for a commercial animal cultures, which is doing prawn farms. The major strategy of
prawn farming is that the farmers have to wait for the upright opportunity for culturing
prawns and bargaining for a better sale. The people who are able to adjust are the ones
who have their own farming areas, enough investment capital, family labor, and water
sources. However, the prawn—farming groups are still taking a high risk due to the
production factors, such as the water system and uncertain yields. Besides, they are still

facing unexpected incidences, such as the fatality and some epidemic diseases of the



prawns caused by the lack of appropriate knowledge of raising these aquatic animals.
Therefore, the income and the occupations of the people of this group do not seem secure
and stable.

The second type of the people in this group focuses on the secondary occupational
adjustment. They process local materials in order to add value to their products, such as the
production of reed, and fish to bring in individual and family income. The strategies
employed by this group are relying on natural resources in the locality.

The third type focuses on the unofficial production, which is divided into two
groups. The first one is the group of people who earn their living by trading and the other
by being manual workers. They always move to places where they can look for work. The
families whose members are manual workers mostly own very little farmland or none at
all. This group of people has to rely on external factors and their income is not certain, so
their well being does not seem to be secure and stable.

The solution guidelines should focus on the provision of occupational
opportunities which are relevant to their individual potentiality. For example, the high
potential group should be supported and provided with the knowledge about production,
such as growing rice, vegetables, economic plants and culturing prawns. The moderately
potential group should be supported and provided with the production guidelines and
innovation, which can be used to benefit their little farmland to yield higher productivity.
They should also be advised to make use of the saline and brackish water as a factor in
production, such as culturing calling crabs, fish, etc. The low potential group consists of
manual workers and is heavily indebted. They also have to take loans from official and
unofficial sources for their investment. This group should be advised to join the restoration
fund for agriculturists, and use the secondary production pattern to increase the value of
their products. Besides, the community should co-operate with the project and take part in
the management of the water system to lesson the conflicts among the people and make a
better and more effective use of the water. In addition, the government should provide the
community with the infrastructural project so that the community will be able to access to

and equally make use of the water sources.





