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Abstract

A Study on Development of Trat Province as a Tourism Base for

Coastal Thai-Cambodia Tourism

The cross national cooperation among Thailand and neighbouring countries is one of the critical strategies for
peace and stability of the region, which can be seen from various collaborative projects. Currently, the main and
effective cooperation in this region includes the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) and the Ayeyawady - Chao
Phraya and Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS) etc. The tourism network and collaboration
between Thailand and Cambodia is part of such strategies. As the eastern coast of Thailand and the coastline of
Cambodia are on the GMS’s Southern Coastal Sub-corridor, the study on development of Trat province as a
tourism base for Coastal Thai-Cambodian Tourism is significant. The promising future of Trat province to be a
tourism base is confirmed by its potential and opportunity for tourism resource development, transportation
networks and tourism trends in the nearby areas. It is estimated that the development of Trat province as a tourism
base will benefit the socio-economic progress of both local and cross border areas. It also strengthens the role of
Thailand as a Gateway to GMS countries, which would support the national strategies for Thailand as a Tourism

Capital of Asia.

The study proposes 5 developmental strategies. Firstly, the provincial tourism development strategy will promote
the Ko Chang Islands and coastal areas as an international destination. Secondly, the Thai-Cambodian Tourism
Cooperation will co-utilize tourism resources for the co-marketing management. This includes a promotion of Trat
province and Koh Kong as a “Twin Development Area.” Thirdly, the Border Economic Zone (BEZ) development
will be located at Khlong Yai — Hat Lek areas, where trade and tourism can be developed at the border, resulting
in the development of the Cross Border Economic Zone (CBEZ) at Hat Lek - Cham Yeam. Fourthly, the Laem
Ngob Tourism Business Centre will be established to support the coastal and islands tourism development. Lastly,

marine and cruise tourism development will be developed for inter and intra-tourism linkages.

The implementation of these strategies needs other management schemes, which comprise the ecotourism and
cultural conservation of Cambodian resources, investment support and promotion for Thai investors both within
and inter-regional investment projects, national and cross border tourism network or loops development, Laem
Ngob and Khlong Yai town centres development etc. Furthermore, in order to ensure the success, the management
bodies should be established. These include the Coastal Thailand-Cambodia Cooperation Committee, Trat Coastal
Development for Tourism Connection with Cambodia Committee, and Town and Tourism Attraction

Development Committee.
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