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Abstract

Project: RDG48H0004
Project title: Research and Development Project on Community — based museums, Phase 2: Digital
Archieves on Community — based museums in Thailand
Principle researcher: Dr. Paritta Chalermpow Koanantakool
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre (Public Organization)
E-mail Address: paritta@sac.or.th

Project duration: January 2004 - June 2007

The objectives of the second phase of the Community-Based Museum Research and
Development Project: Database Development are (1) to continue surveys and compile information on
museums (2) to expand and develop existing database (3) to use surveys as a means to build a
network among museums, researchers, government officials and cultural practitioners interested in

museum activities.

The project is consisted of 2 parts. (1) design of a new webpage of museum
database, and technical improvement to facilitate users, and (2) further surveys to expand the
list obtained in phase 1. During phase 1 the project has collected information on 349 museums -
128 by meetings and discussions with community-based museum operators, and 66 by field trips.
At the comptetion of phase 2, the project has collected aﬁ together a list of 926 museums in Thailand
(excluding national museums). The database has uploaded information on history and collection of
412 museums, out of which 166 contain information based on interviews and discussions with
museum operators, and 246 based on documentary research from publications and websites. Thev
information is now available on-line at the website of the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

Anthropology Centre at www.sac.or.th.

This narrative report is consisted of 5 parts. Part 1 is an analytical overview of the research
findings of the project. Part 2 describes the process of database development and reflection by the
researcher in charge of the database . Part 3 is the summary report of the movement in community-
based museums in Thailand for the fast ten years. Part 4 is the report of surveys in the second
phase. Part 5°reports on the use of database since it was made available on-line. The report ends
with appendices giving lists of all museums and information in the database, and contents of the 12
issues of museum newsletters “Moving forward tbgether" published by SAC and distributed free of

charge to all museums.

Keywords: Local museums, Community-based museums, Folk Museums, Local museums networks,

museum survey in Thailand, Thai museum database
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