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Abstract

Project Code : RDG48H0005
Project Title : Research Development Project on community-based museum : Social and cultural
contexts of making and developing of community-based museums in Thailand
Investigators : Paritta Chalermpow Koanantakool, Ph.D.
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre (Public Organization)
E-mail Address : Paritta@sac.or.th

Project Duration : January 2005 - March 2006

During the above stated period, the research team worked closely with three museums chosen as
cases for in-depth study : (1) the Folk Museum of Wat Tha Phut, Nakhon Pathom, (2) the Museum of
Wat Lai Hin Luang, Lampang, and (3) the Puppets Museum of Wat Ban Don, Rayong. A field

researcher was posted in each site to collect ethnographic and museum data.

The project at this stage aimed at (1) documenting and understanding museum as a social and
cultural institution and agency, and (2) identifying areas and means for developing capacity-building

activities with local participation to enable museum to be a learning centre at local level.

On the subject of museum anthropology, it is found that temple museums should be understood in
the local context. Temple museums do not operate on a regular basis like state museums, but are

based on personal relationships and trust.

All the three museums were set up in Buddhist monasteries and relied on financial and cultural
resources of the monasteries. Though monasteries are commonly assumed to be social and cultural
centre of a community, it is found that community is not a homogenous entity but a network of groups
with conflicting interests. Local decision making regarding museum activities often become issues of

contention.

As far as capacity building activities are concerned, the team explored several means of introducing
ideas and practices of conservation of objects, community-based participation, and local research
through workshops, meetings, and study tours. The activities culminated in a decision to produce a
publication of puppet collection in Wat Ban Don, and plans to stage a new exhibition at Wat Tha Phut

and Wat Lai Hin in the next phase of the research.

From these activities, discussions and observation, the team noted that the idea of ‘museum’ is

conceived by community members as a combination of sacred site, local shrine, collection of local



heritage and a source of pride. Local conceptualization of ‘development’ tends to be dominated by
concrete, physical change rather than a learning process promoted by academics and researchers.
It may be concluded that despite one year of intensive engagement, there exists a significant gap

between all parties involved in the direction of museum development.

Keywords: community-based museums, folk museums in Thailand, anthropology of museums,

museum development, capacity building for museums





