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This study of the question of justice in Vessantara Jataka Tale is based on an
analysis of the great giving of Vessantara as indicating an “economy of giving.”

This study illustrates that the discussion of moral justice in Vessantara Jataka Tale
depends on the conceptual framework adopted. A framework which focuses the analysis
only within the time frame and events in the story would indicate that Vessantara’s giving
is actually a form of exchange, ie., a giving in exchange for future enlightenment. This
means that there is no “moral justice” in the story as “giving” is merely a form of exchange
for Vessantara’'s own spiritual purpose. It raises great concern regarding the use of his
family’s sufferings as a pledge for his own purpose.

However, if the adopted conceptual framework focuses on the time frame beyond
the story, ie., covering the next birth as Prince Siddhatta, then Vessantara’s giving of his
wife and children would indicate a logic of giving, as this sacrifice is a necessary pre-
requisite for enlightenment. Within this latter framework, some form of moral justice could
be constructed as the ultimate aim of the Buddha’s enlightenment is for the cessation of
suffering of all peoples. The suffering of Vessantara’s family would be recast within a

different condition and therefore given a different meaning.

Keyword: Compassion, Justice, Jataka Tale, Vessantara Jataka, Buddhist Ethics,

Charity, Economy of the gift, Economy of giving
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