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Abstract

The legend of Chao Luang Kham Daeng is well memorized by the people who live in
Chiang Dao district as well as by those in Amphur Mae Chai Phayao province. Chao Luang
Kham Daeng is believed to exist since 150 years ago and still resides at Doi Aug Salung.The
research of “Chao Luang Kham Daeng’s identity and role” is to study about this legend which
appears in the Lan-Na history and chronicle.

The study founded that “Chao Luang Kham Daeng” is the guardian spirit of the Zimme
state (ancient Lan-Na) in the same way as the guardian spirit of the Tai Lue people in
Xishuangbanna (Muang Luang and Muang Hum) and Muang Len near Chiang Tung province
Mynmar.

In the era of king Kawila (AD 1782-1816) Chiang Mai city was reconstructed after the
war against the Burmese ended.Tai Lue People has been recruited and brought from many
Muangs in Chiang-Tung and Xishuangbanna into Chiang Mai. king Kawila has removed the
landmark tree and the city’s pillar known as Indakhilla.In this process, Chao Luang Kham
Dageng,the Tai Lue’s guardian spirit was installed by king Kawila as the guardian spirit of Chiang
Mai.He was to reside at Doi Aug Saiung,Chiang Dao, which is the center point between many
Muangs(Fang,Chiang Rai,Prao)

Nowadays, the legend of Chao Luang Kham Daeng is much more meaningful than being
only a cultural belief. Its powerful story and gloriness is used to promote a wiser and more
empathetic lifestyle that honors and celebrates nature by protecting Doi Aug Salung from the
invasion of the globalization.
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