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Abstract
State and Society in Saudi Arabia

This study aims to explain the nature of the growing militant activity and the increasing
violence that generated a sense of anxiety and vulnerability in Saudi Arabia. How did it come to
the present level? How has the Saudi ruling elite sought to resolve it? These are some of the main
questions that have been discussed in this study.

Broadly speaking, the recent upsurge of violence in Saudi’s society can be traced back to
events that occurred following the first Gulf War, especially the anger with the regime’s decision
to host American military forces combine with frustration over a political system that is seen by
many Saudis as arbitrary, tainted by corruption, and unresponsive to social and Economic needs.
But current events must be understood against the broader historical backdrop, particularly the
formation of the state and the construction of its contemporary political system.

However, in dealing with the crisis, the regime’s approach is to crack down on the more
violent militants while opening the door for pardon to the people who ready to change their
extremist tendency. At the same time, the government has began the political, social and
educational reform in order to pacify the opposition reformers who are offering a vision that is a

non-violent alternative and consistent with Islam.
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