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Abstract

The main objective of this research project is to study Japan's policy and
measures related to agricultural sector and food security, in particular Japan's
international cooperation on agriculture in Southeast Asian region. Japanese contract
farming in Thailand and Vietnam which is a popular agricultural model is examined as a
case study. In addition, this research has also studied roles of prominent factors
involving in agricultural and food policy of the country; such as, MAFF, politicians of
LDP, businessmen (companies), agricultural cooperatives, and farmers. At the end of
the project, it is expected that the knowledge about Japan's policy on agriculture, food
security, and contract farming abroad will be enhanced, as well as some policy
recommendation for Thai state will be provided.

There are three main research questions: first, while facing with food security
problem and external pressure to open the market, how does Japan respond to the
situation?, are there any specific policies or measures, and which agency has taken a
responsibility?; second, what is relationship among all elements involving in this issue,
which displays / illustrates the power structure among bureaucrats, politicians, and
businessmen? ; and third, concerning Japanese contract farming abroad in particular in
Thailand and in Vietham, how does this agricultural model and business relate to the
country's policy on agriculture and food security?

From the study, it was found out that Japanese government has initiated and
implemented some specific domestic policies and measures to secure food supply.
However, the main purpose of those policies and measures was to protect and maintain
domestic agricultural sector, not to respond directly and seriously to the food security
problem. At the same time, the Japanese government has promoted a trade
liberalization policy and international cooperation on agriculture with Southeast Asian
countries in order to secure food supply by trade (imported food). Concerning Japanese
contract farming in Thailand and Vietnam, the result of the study showed that there was
no direct relation between the government's policy and this activity of business sector. It
seems that the companies have practiced this agricultural model and business due

mainly to economic interests.



