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The purposes of this project are to investigate the Thai government’s decision
making process of free trade area (FTA) policy (especially, during the period of 2001-
2006), to study main reasons of the Thai government for making bilateral free trade
agreements, and the role of various interest groups in the policy making.

The study concludes that main characteristics of the FTA policy making process
are (1) the centralization of decision making to the prime minister, (2) the limited
transparency of the policy making, (3) asymmetry in the interest groups’ participation on
the policy making process, (4) lobbying for the policy by some multinational firms, and
(5) without ratification of the Thai Parliament.

The main reasons of the Thai government for making bilateral free trade
agreements are (1) the slow pace on trade negotiation of the World Trade Organization,
and slow pace on trade liberalization of ASEAN Free Trade Area, (2) competition for
bilateral free trade area, especially in the East Asia region, (3) the Thai government
policy for export expansion, and (4) the lobbying by interest groups who have gains

from the FTA agreements.
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