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Abstract

The research of the “Middle East Study Project” gathered information from documents,
newspapers, internet and several research findings. It conducted an analysis and produced a monthly
synthesized report on the developments of various issues in the Middle East, as well as bi-annually
and year-end reports of the situations in the region.

The research result under the topic “The Middle East in the First Half of 2008: The Glow of
Peace” found the focus of the events as follows.

1. The circumstances showing signs of peace were found. The U.S.-Israeli faction started to
realize that its policy which emphasized the use of military force to gain political achievements did not
turn out as expected. Leadership crisis occurred both in the US and Israel as shown by recessive
status of the US in all aspects while the Islamic world gained stronger hold. So did the Russia — China
faction. In addition, there had been widespread peace making, anti-war movements.

2. As for the situations in Irag, the Iragi government showed greater independence, wanting to set
timeline for a withdrawal of the US troop out of its soil. The fights had been minimizing but the country
would be burdened with reconstruction task a great deal. Conflicts between the Sunnis and the
Shiites had been easing.

3. As for the situations in Arabian states in Le Vant area, violence in Gaza Strip and Lebanon was
rampant. At the same time, the move to begin peace talk between Syria and Israel was something
eye catching.

4. Situations in Afganistan and Pakistan in general were not positive for the US — NATO allies as
news reporting the prospects of talks with the Taliban. It was criticized that those occurrences in
Pakistan were the move to make this country a Taliban regime.

5. In Israel, there had been political unrest and psychologically frustration. Yet, its economy
remained in good shape. The call for peace heightened.

6. In Iran, situations centered on the nuclear energy development and conflicts among the elites.
Iran’s position as the super power in the region seemed to be stabilized. Meanwhile, Turkey was
trying to boost its role in the peace building process in the Middle East.

7. Situations of the Egypt — Saudi — Jordan faction in general remained the same. It was notable
that the party played more serious role in attempt to end the violence and build peace.

8. For the first half of 2008, oil prices hit unprecedented peak resulting in higher food prices and
world economic recession.

9. On economic front, the Arab Gulf states encountered financial inflation and high food prices.
There had been movement to open more to foreign investment and get ready for investment in
farming sector abroad.

10. The world is in the process of self adjustment, with the reemerging of certain values such as
peace, fairness or justice, prosperity and sustainability. Peace in the Middle East would be a big
challenge to the world community whether they could materialize these values and to what extent.
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