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Abstract

This research, entitled “Middle East Monitoring Project” (MEMP), was
aimed at the followings: (1) to study and collect significant data and
knowledge on countries in the Middle East region, (2) to monitor movements
in the political, economic, social and energy fields of those countries, and (3)
to study, disseminate and exchange data and knowledge on important
movements of the counties among the project’s target persons and
organizations as well as interested people in general.

The research gathered data from documents, articles, newspapers both
local and foreign, information from the Internet and research findings. Data
analysis took the approach of content analysis. It conducted a monthly-
synthesized report on the developments of various issues in the Middle East,
and produced bi-annually and year-end reports of the situations in the region.

The research result under the topic “The Middle East 2006: Growing
Inner Power” found that during 2006 the Middle East registered interesting
developments in the political, military, diplomatic, oil, financial and
investment fields. Among these, military and terrorism matters made the most
prominent news. The focus of the events was as follows.

1. Political conflict between Israel and Palestine that had become
increasingly intense following the Palestinian general election which
the Hamas faction won the majority votes. Peace talks between them
saw no chances of success. Meanwhile, the factional conflict
between the Palestinians had not been settled.

2. The conflict between Israel and Lebanon had reached its peak and
expanded into a war. The Israeli forces attacked by land, air and sea
closure claiming that the aim was to fight the Hezballah. However
the operation did not bear fruits as the Israeli wanted.

3. Violence in Iraq lapsed into a state of civil war coupled with a
sectarian conflict. The situation was worsened by the execution of
the former Iraqi leader to death by hanging.

4. The Taliban staged resurgence in Afghanistan; the issue of Iranian
nuclear program brought pressure to bear on the US and its alliance
leading the UNSC to adopt a resolution of sanction in March 2006;
Iran that lately became a close alliance with Syria took a role in
protesting the West while Saudi Arabia having the West as its ally
also made some movements; almost all of these movements are
relating to the US' having been putting influences over policy
changes in the Middle East region. The UK as a close alliance with
the US had roles to play too.



5.

6.

The European Union had grown and tried to undertake its own
economic, political and military policies.

Focus was on a movement to build up Russia-China side as a balance
of power with the US. Especially, Russia’s role had been more
aggressive in all dimensions and thus possibly brought to another
Cold War.

General trends of world situation were power equation shifting from
the West to the East. The important emerging markets were China
and India as well as Middle East countries amassing wealth from oil
and trying to diversify their economies, notable among the endeavors
being their ambition to become another financial hub. These
movements presented both challenges and new opportunities for the
Middle East region.
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