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The objective of this study is to propose policy recommendations for reforming the Thai
political system. In the course of the study, we reviewed existing literatures on the Thai politics,
interviewed over 70 experts and opinion leaders, and solicited opinions from community leaders
and the grass roots through a series of public seminars and workshops. Based on the gathered
information and our analysis, we propose a set of policy recommendations for political reform in
four key areas:

1. Reforming Political Institutions

A key element in reforming any political institutions is the redesign of the electoral
system to promote fairer representation while maintaining its governing capability. In particular,
we recommend the adoption of the following electoral rules: the House of Representatives be
electedunder a ‘Mixed Members Proportional Representation System’ as in the 1997
Constitution, however, the number of MPs would be reduced from 500 to 400. Under the
proposed mixed system, each voter will cast one ballot for a candidate in each constituency and
another ballot for a political party. The seats allocated to each party under the latter scheme will
be proportional to the number of votes it gets from the second ballot.

The Senate directly elected by the voters based on provincial constituencies. The
proposed rule for senate election is a preferential voting scheme, similar to that used for electing
Australian senators. Elected candidates must receive votes by an absolute majority.

2. Reforming Independent Organizations

A number of the so called ‘independent organizations’ were created by the 1997
Constitution. Some of these organizations exercise administrative power while others exercise
judicial power. Examples of the former are the Constitutional Court and the Administrative
Court. Examples of the latter are the Election Commission, the State Audit Commission and the
National Counter-Corruption Commission. We argue that these two groups of agencies should
be treated differently by the Constitution and its organic laws.

3. Protecting Civic Rights and Freedom and Promoting Participatory Democracy

The research team is of an opinion that the new Constitution should have provisions
which guarantee civic rights and freedom not less than that of the 1997 Constitution. Further
potential improvements include: protection of rights and freedom must immediately take effect
when the Constitution becomes effective, a mechanism to amend existing laws that contradict
the Constitution should be set up, and a system of direct recall of misbehaved MPs by voters
should be established.

4. Reforming Supporting Institutions

Democracy cannot be consolidated without free media, fair and transparent judicial
system and fair competition in the economy. The research team thus recommends the reform of
the media, judicial system and economic reform as parts of the political reform package.

Key words: political reform, Constitution, electoral rule, House of Representatives, the
Senate, independent organization, rights, freedom



