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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the factors influencing the level of women’s
participation in the value adding of green mussels, to measure the level of participation and to
explain the relationship between the factors and the level of participation in the value adding of
green mussels. The primary data were collected from both of women in Karnchanadit district and
the green mussel farmers in. The questionnaires were distributed to 204 participants; 119 women
and 85 farmers using the method of purposive sampling. The data analyzed for percentage, mean
and standard deviation. For the hypothesis testing, t-test and F-test were employed. The results of
the study were as follows:

1. The level of women participation in the value adding in the whole was low. It was the
lowest in the role of decision making for green mussel processing.

2. The government policy towards the role of participation in the value adding of green
mussel was at the lowest level, especially the demonstration role for green mussel processing.

3. The demonstrative factors were not impacted to the level of participation at all.

4. For the farmers, a similar result was shown that the level of participation was low. The
lowest was the role of participation in the process and methodology of green mussel processing.

5. The government policy towards the role of the farmers’ participation in value adding

of green mussel was the lowest level as well, especially in price guarantee policy.



6. The demonstrative factors which have an significant effect on the level of
participation were the highest level of education, price of green mussel product and the cause of
insufficient raw material processing at the statistic significant of 0.05

7. The result from the participation action research showed that the community in
Karnchanadit district does not need to transform their green mussel product. However, they are
interested in group organization, which may help to make them stronger in determining farm

product prices.
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