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Education is an essential tool for achieving the goals of social and economic
development. If Thailand will succeed in improving its education, it has to recognise an
important role information technology is playing in teaching and learning. When e-learning is
deployed with attention to the enabling details that characterize high quality face-to-face
instruction, it can effectively complement, enhance, and expand educational options available for
students. Nevertheless, on-line education can be adversely and dramatically affected by
copyright, particularly by the copyright protection for digital works.

The main aim of this report is to study the new copyright norms currently developed on
national and international levels that pose numerous contentious issues, including the adverse
effects on access to and use of copyrighted works and the dissemination of information. It also
looks into various problems associated with copyright protection of works distributed on the
internet, including the issues of technological protection measures, temporary reproduction,
distribution of works online, and protection of databases.

This research is conducted by using the qualitative research method. By this method,
documentary research, in-depth interviews and focus-group brainstorming had been done. It is
found that the new rules on copyrights will generate adverse effects on on-line or electronic
learning, particularly if the draft Copyright Bill currently proposed by the Government, is adopted
and enters into force. The Bill allegedly has taken the copyright principles enshrined in WIPO
Internet Treaties and Free Trade Agreements, which go beyond the stated objective of the
copyright system aimed to maintain the balance between creativity and the accessibility to
information and unnecessarily. If adopted, the Bill, which provides protection greater than

obligations Thailand has under international intellectual property agreements, will grant copyright



VI
owners excessive market power to exclude others from access to intellectual content. It will thus
restrict access to digital information, and will affectively prevent Thailand from benefiting from

information and digital technology and from using the technology for education purposes.
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