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ABSTRACT

The proposed research aimed to assess farmers’ problems and needs for poverty problem solving
in order to find out guidelines on promoting farmer’s collaboration with the concerned government
agencies through community participatory approach to poverty problem solving in 9 pilot sub-districts of

Nakhon Pathom province.

The findings revealed that poverty problems were caused by household expenditure, high cost of
living, high cost of agricultural production, fluctuating produce prices, government project promoting
farmers’ debt, lack of knowledge and skills in farming, lack of farmlands, or inappropriate farmlands and
natural resources (e.g., degraded soil, irrigation water shortage). Guidelines, as suggested by farmers, on
solutions to the problems were problem solving by themselves, group formation and request for necessary

resources from the concerned agencies.

Farmer perceived that the problems that could be solved by themselves were household
expenditure. Reduction of unnecessary/luxury expenses would alleviate high cost of living problem.
Reduction of farm input factors by using organic fertilisers (manure) would reduce the use of chemical
fertilisers. In order to cope with fluctuating produce prices, group formation would create bargaining
power. For lack of knowledge and skills for farming, group formation and request for supporting budget
for organising training and study visit for farmers would enhance farmers’ agricultural knowledge and
skills. With respect to other agricultural problems such as disease and insect epidemic, and infrastructure

(irrigation systems), contact the relevant agencies to request for assistance would help.

Solving farmer’s poverty problem calls for government working in close collaboration with

farmers. These are also discussed.

Keyword: Poverty; integrating area-based Management, Nakhon Pathom
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