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Abstract

The objectives of the study on Buffer Zone Management in Thailand were to
analyze buffer zone concept and definition and criteria to identify the size and boundary of
the buffer zone, to study types and degree of severity of the problems regarding natural
resources utilization in the buffer zone and impacts of buffer zone management, to study
and analyze laws, policies and plans as well as process and measurements related to
buffer zone management, and to provide suitable recommendations to be applied in policy
and plan formulation for buffer zone management in Thailand. This study was a literature
review type of research based on secondary data. Relevance research reports, statistic
data, articles, official document on policies and laws, as well as other documents from
libraries, governmental and non-governmental organization office and websites were used
to analyze and synthesize the phenomena.

The study could be summarized that the “buffer zone” were surrounded or
connected areas of conservation area. The area also included the “buffer stripe” identified
by local people. The boundary would be an agreement of stakeholders particularly the local
people. The findings indicated that problems on land right and land ownership, the
degradation of forest, bio-diversity, and soil led the people in the area suffered from poverty
and needed for solving urgently. However, it was found the lack of unity among the
concern parties in coping with such problems causing by confusing of the concept and
boundary, lack of specific law and regulation, unclear policy, lack of participation of
stakeholders as well as inadequate data based and information system. The present law
and regulation were still not the buffer zone management, but present policies and plans,
for example, the National Economic and Social Development Plan, the Environmental
Quality Promotion Policy and Plan, the Environmental Quality Management Plan, and the
Decentralization could be adapted to the buffer zone management at a certain level.

Recommendations were governmental agencies should launch the policies on the
management of buffer zone. Measurements or the mechanisms providing were needed to
involve agencies at local level in implementing the buffer zone development. The
networking should be promoted to stimulate the participatory learning and planning of
concern parties. Government should have the role to support sustainable agriculture
together with the quality of life development to enhance the local people to reach

self — reliance.
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