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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the situation of agricultural land
use, landholding and factors influencing land use changed as well as the impacts to other
sectors, to examine the necessary on agricultural land protection and sustainable
utilization to provide the appropriate guideline and measurement for the future agricultural
land protection and sustainable utilization. This analysis of the research was based on the

secondary data from several sources.

The study showed the gradually decreased of agricultural land approximately 1
million rais during 1992 to 2001. The proportion of land decreased was not so high. This
was due to the fertile agricultural land was used for the other purposes and other
unsuitable land for agricultural was used instead. The factors influencing the change were
population increasing, agricultural development policy, rapidly development of
transportation system, high technology, industrial sector, tourism and real estate,
fluctuation of agricultural production price, land resource deterioration; inefficient land

used and dam construction.

Reduction of fertile agricultural land affected to economic and social development
of the country, because agricultural sector is the source of food product, job creation and
income generation. However, agricultural land protection has been operated more than 20
years but it still ineffective. This caused by the two major issues comprising of lack of
specific law and unclear implementation guidelines for agricultural land protection and
sustainable utilization. Therefore, the two following aspects were needed to operate
urgently; i) the collaboration of all stakeholders including government agencies, private
sector and civil society to formulate the suitable protection model for agricultural land and

ii) the effective tools to push the implementation of agricultural land protection.

Based on the findings, the three following suggestions for agricultural land
protection and sustainable utilization were; i) the specific law on an agricultural land
protection and sustainable utilization should be developed, ii) the government should
establish specific organizations and support sufficient budget for operation of agricultural
land protection and sustainable utilization in both national and local levels; and iii) to
increase people’s awareness on the essential of the agricultural land protection and

sustainable utilization to involving people in policy formulation and implementation by law.
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