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Abstract

The status of Marine Protected Areas is by itself an indication of the
pristine condition of the resources. In most cases, local people have
accessed and utilized resources prior to the formal announcement of these
areas as Marine Protected status. Nevertheless, continued access and
utilization of resources are thus seen as acts of violation of the National
Park Act 1961 among other laws. This study, which is undertaken with
the financial support of the Thailand Research Fund, aims at studying the
problems of marine protected areas, including the spatial dimensions and
the legal framework that concern the utilization and conservation of
resources. The study area covers 24 marine protected areas, 7 are located
on the north side of the Andaman, 9 on the southern part of the Andaman
and 8 along the Gulf of Thailand.

Among the findings are the observed inadequacies of protection measures
which are reflected by continued encroachment and illegal cutting and
wildlife poaching. In addition, there are also various types of tourism
activities which have been recognized to be among the causes for land
use changes within MPAs. Between 2002-2009, the total numbers of
visitors to MPAs was 9,771,476. The number of visitors to some MPAs
exceed their carrying capacity with the increases in the number of visitors
exceeding the ability to expand supporting facilities. Many tourists fail to
understand the importance of MPAs and have not been informed of
certain protocols such as noise, littering, collection of plants, corals, sea
shells, etc. as souvenirs.

With respect to research, efficient management is also hampered by
inadequacies of in-depth scientific information as well as shortage of
personnel and researchers particularly in the scientific aspects of changes
in resources base. There are also inadequacies of funds for research as
well as for monitoring of changes in both land and marine resources.

The findings of this study which confirm many observed problems related
to MPAs, should also be considered as starting points for in-depth studies
on the scientific and ecological processes of change of MPAs. Further
studies should also focus on land use management as well as zoning for
development of constructions and supporting facilities which relate to the
tourism sector such as accommodation facilities, camping areas and sign
posts, etc. to ensure that tourism activities do not cause negative impacts
on the quality of the environment.



