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Abstract

Project Code:  RDG4950073

Project Title: Development of Elephant Villages as a Tourist Attraction in South Isan

Research Team: Samaporn Clayvichien, Kassuda Buraphansak, Kantima Nakinchat
Buriram Rajabhat University

Email Adress:  Kobclayvichine@Hotmail.com

Project Duration: June 1, 2006 — May 31, 2007

The objectives of this research were to study elephant villages as a tourist attraction
in South Isan (Southerh Northeast), to study weaknesses, strengths, opportunities and obstacles
to development of elephant villages as a tourist attraction in South Isan, and to study strategies
in order to support area-based tourism development and management to sustainable t-ouris‘rn ’
in South Isan by coordinating with neighboring countries.

The research instruments were 3 questionnaires. First questionnaire focused on living
area, origin, and quantity of elephants in 6 provinces in South Isan. The second questionnaire
was about general information of 9 elephant districts from 3 provinces and about attitude
toward elephant villages in South Isan. This questionnaire was completed by two groups of
samples: 400 tourists and 20 tour companies. The third questionnaire focused on attitude
toward impact of tourism development in elephant villages in South Isan. This questionnaire
was completed by samples of people from this area and elephant keepers, 100 copies, and
by samples of tourism officers, 3 copies.

These questionnaires were created to examine readiness of this area for tourism
development and to examine weaknesses, strengths, opportunities and obstacles to
development of elephant vi-llages as a tourist attraction in order to guide the tourism
development in the elephant villages.

Resuits found were as follows:

1. There were six elephants in Khewa district and Muang district in Chaiyaphum and

84 elephants in Jompra district, Khewasinarin district, Muang district, Chumphonburi district



and Thatoom district in Surin, and 84 elephants in Satuk district and Muang district in Burirum.
So there were 175 elephants totally.

2. Major problem was that there wasn't enough area for feeding the elephants because
forests had been destroyed and some were private forests. Domesticated elephants then
become roaming elephants. Some went to work in an elephant camp. Anyway, there was a
chance to develop this area to a tourist attraction on account of outstanding life style, arts and
culture of people in this area. According to the questionnaires, people living in this area,
tourism officers and elephant keepers had positive attitudes toward the tourism development
in elephant villages in South Isan. They said that the tourism development in their area would
bring public utilities, various career fields and would, finally, lead to better economic condition.

3. Three sorts of development of Elephant Villages as a Tourist Attraction in South
Isan were as follows:

3.1 Tourism Resource Development
3.2 Tourism Marketing Development
3.3 Tourism Readiness Development

4. For Area-based tourism development and management to sustainable tourism in
South Isan by coordinating with neighboring countries, there were supporting strategies o
improve the strength of this area. Ther-1 Cambodia was one of the neighboring countries
which we had good relationship which shown from ways between each other as follows:

4.1 Tourism along ancient roads of Khmer (Cambodian). In the past, vehicles,
mostly, were cows, horses and elephants.

4.2 Tourism along Khmer ancient thing robbery ways. This was an imitation of
Khmer ancient thing transportation ways off the country. South Isan, it was well-known, was
one of the ways that robbers usually used for transportation of the ancient things robbed.

4.3 Tourism along pilgrimage ways. There were religion places in Cambodia which

had similar art to refigion places in  South Isan.
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