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Abstract

Project Code:  RDG4950073

Project Title: Development of Elephant Villages as a Tourist Attraction in South Isan

Research Team: Samapom Clayvichien, Kassuda Buraphansak, Kantima Nakinchat
Buriram Rajabhat University

Email Adress:  Kobclayvichine@Hotmail.com

Project Duration: June 1, 2006 — May 31, 2007

The objectives of this research were to study elephant villages as a tourist attraction
in South Isan (Southenﬁ Northeast), to study weaknesses, strengths, opportunities and obstacles
to development of elephant villages as a tourist attraction in South isan, and to study strategies
in ordler to support area-based tourism development and management to sustainable tc.>uris-rn :
in South Isan by coordinating with neighboring countries.

The research instruments were 3 questionnaires. First questionnaire focused an living
area, origin, and quantity of elephants in 6 provinces in South san. The second questionnaire
was about general information of 9 elephant districts from 3 provinces and about atlitude
toward elephant villages in South Isan. This questicnnaire was completed by two groups of
samples: 400 tourists and 20 tour companies. The third questicnnaire focused on attitude
toward impact of tourtsm development in elephant villages in South Isan. This questionnaire
was compieted by samples of people from this area and elephant keepers, 100 copies, and
by samples of tourism ¢fficers, 3 copies.

These questionnaires were created to examine readiness of this area for tourism
deveiopment and to examine weaknesses, sirengths, opportunities and obstacles to
development of elephant vihllages as a tourist altraction in order to guide the tourism
development in the elephant villages.

Results found were as follows:

1. There were six elephants in Khewa district and Muang district in Chaiyaphum and

84 elephants in Jormpra district, Khewasinarin district, Muang district, Chumphonburi district



and Thatoom district in Surin, and 84 elephants in Satuk district and Muang district in Burirum.
So there were 175 elephants totally,

2. Major problem was that there wasn't enough area for feeding the elephants because
forests had been destroyed and some were private forests. Domesticated elephants then
become roaming elephants. Some went 1o work in an elephant camp. Anyway, there was a
chance to develop this area to a tourist attraction on account of outstanding life styte, arts and
culture of people in this area. According o the questionnaires, people living in this area,
tourism officers and elephant keepers had positive attitudes toward the tourism development
in efephant villages in South Isan. They said that the tourism development in their area would
bring public utilities, various career fields and would, finally, lead to better economic condition.

3. Three sorts of development of Elephant Villages as a Tourist Attraction in South
tsan were as foliows:

3.1 Tourism Resource Development
3.2 Tourism Marketing Development
3.3 Tourism Readiness Development

4, For Area-based tourism development and management to sustainable tourism in
South Isan by coordinating with neighboring countries, there were supporing strategies to
improve the strength of this area. Ther; Cambodia was one of the neighbonng countries
which we had good relationship which shown from ways between each other as follows:

4.1 Tourism along ancient roads of Khmer (Cambodian). In the past, vehicles,
mostly, were cows, horses and elephants.

4.2 Tourism along Khmer ancient thing robbery ways. This was an imitation of
Khmer ancient thing transportation ways off the country. South Isan, it was well-known, was
one of the ways that roebbers usually used for transpertation of the ancient things robbed.

4.3 Tourism along pilgrimage ways. There were religion places in Cambodia which

had similar art to religion places in - South {san.

Key Words: development, tourist attraction, elephant village, South [san
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2546 14,682 3,702 18,384
2547 25,465 6,421 31,886
2548 43,588 10,991 54,579
2548 69,227 17.457 86,684
2550 102,563 25,863 128,426
25561 144 589 35,444 180,033
2552 145,760 - 35,731 181,491
2553 146,940 36,020 182,960
2554 148,131 36,312 184,443
2585 148,330 36,606 185,936
2556 150,540 36,902 187,442
2557 151,769 37,201 188,960
2558 152,989 37,503 190,492
255% 154,228 37.806 192,034
2560 166,477 38,113 193,590
2561 156,736 38,421 195,157
2562 158,006 38,733 196,738
2563 159,286 39,046 198,332
2564 160,576 39,363 199,939
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2552 94,021 70,308 164,329
2553 098,228 73,453 171,681
2554 102,435 76,599 179,034
2555 106,642 79,745 186,387
2556 110,848 . 82,851 183,739
2557 115,055 86,036 201,092
2558 119,262 89,182 208,444
2559 123,469 92,328 215,797
2560 127,676 95,474 223,149
2561 131,882 98,620 230,502
2562 136,089 101,765 237,855
2563 140,296 . 104,811 245,207
2564 144 503 108,057 . 252,560
2565 148,710 111,203 253,912
2566 152,916 114,348 267,265
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2543 7,765 182 7,951
2544 | 7,944 186 8128
2545 8,032 273 8,305
2546 8,123 364 §.487
2547 29,025 1,621 30,646
2548 50,394 3,382 53.776
2549 72,230 5,106 77.336
2550 94,533 5.218 98,752
2551 117,304 5,333 122,637
2552 140,983 5,451 146,444
2553 144,085 5,571 149,666
2554 147,265 - 5,693 152,958
2555 150,505 5,818 156,323
2558 153,816 5,946 158,762
2557 157,200 6,677 163,277
2558 160,658 8,211 166,869
2559 164,193 6,348 170,541
2560 167,805 6,487 174,292
2561 171,496 6.630 178,186
2562 175,269 6,776 182,045
2563 179,125 6,925 186,050
2564 183,066 7,077 190,143
2565 187.094 7,233 194,327
2566 191,210 7,392 198,602
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2543 na na na
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2547 33,704 5,446 39,150
2548 59,444 9,605 69,048
2549 62,223 10,054 72,277
2560 65,002 10,503 75,505
2551 67.781 10,852 78,733
2552 70,560 11,401 81,961
2553 73,339 11.850 85,189
2554 76,118 12,289 88.417
2555 78,897 12.748 91,645
2556 81.676 13,187 94873
2557 84,455 13.648 98,101
2558 87,234 14,085 101,329
2559 90,014 14,544 104,558
2560 92,793 14993 107,786
2561 95,572 15,442 111,014
2562 98,351 15.891 114,242
2563 101,130 16,340 147,470
2564 103,909 16,789 120,698
2565 106,688 17,238 123,826
2566 109,467 17,687 127,154
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