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Abstract
Code: RDG4950103
Title: The Potential of the Cultural Tourism in Southern Isan
Authors: Bancha Nakthong, Supaporn Veerapreeyakul, Duangnapa Sinlapasai,

Pongsak Loifa, Chitmanee Deeudomjant
Rajamangala University of Technology Isan, Nakhonratchasima
b_bancha@hotmail.com

Duration: 1 June 2006 to 31 May 2007

The aims of this research are to study the development of the cultural tourism,
the cultural tourist attractions as well as their potential in Southern Isan, and to explore
the strategies to enhance the strength and the sustainability of the area’s tourism
management based on the collaboration with the neighboring countries. The methods
are document analysis, surveys, and a questionnaire study of a representative sample of
600 tourists and local people in 5 cultural tourist attractions in each of the following
provinces: Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin, Srisaket, Ubonratchathani, and
Chaiyaphum. The research reveals the three aspects of the potential of the tourist
attractions: value, tourism demand, and preparedness. Suggestions for making
improvements in the tourist attractions are also provided.

The research discovers that the tourism in Southern Isan has been increasingly
focusing upon cultural aspects as well as the sustainability of the tourism. In addition,
the potential of the cultural tourism in the area is found out to be at a high level.
Nakhonratchasima and Ubonratchathani are identified as those with highest potential,
Bureeram and Srisaket the second, and Surin and Chaiyaphum the third. The main
emphasis of the enhancement of the potential of the cultural tourism is on the
sustainability, contributing to the social, economic, environmental, and cultural benefits.
The necessity levels of the tourist attractions’ improvements are arranged from the

highest to the lowest as follows: publicity, the cleanliness of the tourist attractions, the



beauty of landscape and atmosphere, the clarity of directional signs, and the
instructional activities. There are 4 strategies to enhance the strength and the
sustainability of the area’s tourism management based on the collaboration with the
neighboring countries. First, building knowledge of the spatial database containing
historical, cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic data. Second, constructing connecting
paths between areas to promote the cultural tourism with mutually shared historical,
cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic aspects. Third, establishing the collaboration among
neighboring countries, between state and private business sectors, and promoting the
regional-level mutual roles. Fourth, developing cultural information networks with
neighboring countries.

The cultural tourism in Southern Isan in Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin,
Srisaket, Ubonratchathani, and Chaiyaphum is ready for the promotion to be a
sustainable tourism and to be regionally connected and collaborated based on mutually
shared historical, cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic aspects among neighboring
countries, particularly Lao People's Democratic Republic, Kingdom of Cambodia, and

Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Keywords: potential, tourism, culture, Southern Isan
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1unag 0(0.0) 33(51.6) | 31(48.4) | 64(100)
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Xlala 0(0.0) | 6(30.0) | 14(70.6) | 20(100)
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11unang 0(0.0) | 27(81.8) | 6(18.2) | 33(100)
1N 0(0.0) | 6(20.0) | 24(80.0) | 30(100)
3. ANNTAN
Hiag 2(22.2) | 7(77.8) | 0(0.8) 9(100) | 52.278 .000
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sefuadIATR 0.05

3 Angnn (Feaay) ,
foya 993 X SIG.
e | dhwnane | wan
AUNFITEIY
1. AUAN
PGH 3(60.0) 2(40.0) 0(0.0) 5(100) 50.5632 .000
unans 1(3.3) 20(66.7) 9(30.0) 30(100)
Hn 0(0.0) 17(31.5) | 37(68.5) | 54(100)
2. AN
Tingl 4(20.0) 15(75.0) 1(5.0) 20(100) 45.432 .000
U1unang 0(0.0) 23(48.9) | 24(51.1) | 47(100)
4N 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 21(100.0) | 21(100)
3. AuNFau
ne 1(50.0) | 1(50.0) | 0(0.0) | 2(100) | 53.151 000
U1unang 3(7.1) 32(76.2) 7(16.7) 42(100)
N 0(0.0) 6(13.3) 39(86.7) | 45(100)
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ANNANAUTIENINAIUANIAT AINTENUAZANNNTDN TUANENIN
Tnesanvasunasienenitidaldmusssndasndndans nan193iAsin LIl ANNANTLS

i InadAIANANRUE AT UANNEDNANEA ATNAIEATIATLATAINTIN AMNATAL

AN 4.24 UAAIAMNANAUTIZUIWATUAAT ANNTENKATANNGBN ALANEAIN

o a

Tnesanaasunasiesnenisdaldmusssndandindan

3 Anann (Feuay)
faya 994 X SIG.

e | dounane | wan
dan
1. AAN
PGH 5(71.4) 2(28.6) 0(0.0) 7(100) 44,948 .000
unans 3(5.5) | 41(74.5) | 11(20.0) | 55(100)
Hn 0(0.0) 16(53.3) | 14(46.7) | 30(100)
2. AL
Hae 3(33.3) 6(66.7) 0(0.0) 9(100) 25.864 .000
Uunany 5(8.5) 43(72.9) | 11(18.6) | 59(100)
4N 0(0.0) 8(36.4) 14(63.6) | 22(100)
3. ANuNFau
Tingl 7(25.0) 21(75.0) 0(0.0) 28(100) 49.417 .000'
11unang 1(2.5) | 32(800) | 7(17.5) | 40(100)
NN 0(0.0) 6(25.0) 18(75.0) | 24(100)
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o a a a [ a %
LURAINAN Lﬂﬂ?L‘ﬁQﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁNuﬁi’iN@ﬂ'\uolﬂ

ANNANRUTIENINAUARIAN, AINTEN UazANndan  Audnanininesin

YAILNAIVAUNNTIA AU T UFIINRAUIFNG 6 FIUTANANITIATIZUNLINH AN NANNUS

1 e ANANANAUS AUAINNFDNgI4A ANAILANIAN LaTANTEN  ANNATAL

AN9 4.25 LAAIAINANNUTILUGNN ATUAT ANTHEN wazANnTad AuAnan nlnesw

1 v
YAILUAVIAUNLNTIAAU T UaTINR A WE 19 6 A9ndn

seduTTdndrR 0.05
3 Ananin (Faaaz) , SIG
daya 993 X
’ sl 11unang 170 (2-SIDED)
1. ANNEaN (n=546)
Tingl 27(39.1) 42(60.9) 0(0.0) 69(100) 368.737 .000°
Uunans 7(2.6) 205(76.5) 56(20.9) 268(100)
N 0(0.0) 33(15.8) 176(84.2) 209(100)
2. AUAN (n=546)
Tiag 14(63.6) 8(36.4) 0(0.0) 22(100) 231.192 .000
U1unang 20(7.7) 180(69.5) 59(22.8) 259(100)
un 0(0.0) 92(34.7) 173(65.3) | 265(100)
3. ANy (n=546)
it 22(25.3) 64(73.6) 1(1.1) 87(100) 182.275 .000°
Yunans 11(3.7) 176(58.9) 112(37.5) 299(100)
un 0(0.0) 34(22.2) 119(77.8) 153(100)
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Abstract
Code: RDG4950103
Title: The Potential of the Cultural Tourism in Southern Isan
Authors: Bancha Nakthong, Supaporn Veerapreeyakul, Duangnapa Sinlapasai,

Pongsak Loifa, Chitmanee Deeudomjant
Rajamangala University of Technology Isan, Nakhonratchasima
b_bancha@hotmail.com

Duration: 1 June 2006 to 31 May 2007

The aims of this research are to study the development of the cultural tourism, the cultural
tourist attractions as well as their potential in Southern Isan, and to explore the strategies to enhance
the strength and the sustainability of the area’s tourism management based on the collaboration with
the neighboring countries. The methods are document analysis, surveys, and a questionnaire study
of a representative sample of 600 tourists and local people in 5 cultural tourist attractions in each of
the following provinces: Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin, Srisaket, Ubonratchathani, and
Chaiyaphum. The research reveals the three aspects of the potential of the tourist attractions: value,
tourism demand, and preparedness. Suggestions for making improvements in the tourist attractions
are also provided.

The research discovers that the tourism in Southern Isan has been increasingly focusing
upon cultural aspects as well as the sustainability of the tourism. In addition, the potential of the
cultural tourism in the area is found out to be at a high level. Nakhonratchasima and Ubonratchathani
are identified as those with highest potential, Bureeram and Srisaket the second, and Surin and
Chaiyaphum the third. The main  emphasis of the enhancement of the potential of the cultural
tourism is on the sustainability, contributing to the social, economic, environmental, and cultural
benefits. The necessity levels of the tourist attractions’ improvements are arranged from the highest

to the lowest as follows: publicity, the cleanliness of the tourist attractions, the beauty of landscape



and atmosphere, the clarity of directional signs, and the instructional activities. There are 4 strategies
to enhance the strength and the sustainability of the area’s tourism management based on the
collaboration with the neighboring countries. First, building knowledge of the spatial database
containing historical, cultural, arts and crafts, and ethnic data. Second, constructing connecting
paths between areas to promote the cultural tourism with mutually shared historical, cultural, arts and
crafts, and ethnic aspects. Third, establishing the collaboration among neighboring countries,
between state and private business sectors, and promoting the regional-level mutual roles. Fourth,
developing cultural information networks with neighboring countries.

The cultural tourism in Southern Isan in Nakhonratchasima, Bureeram, Surin, Srisaket,
Ubonratchathani, and Chaiyaphum is ready for the promotion to be a sustainable tourism and to be
regionally connected and collaborated based on mutually shared historical, cultural, arts and crafts,
and ethnic aspects among neighboring countries, particularly Lao People's Democratic Republic,

Kingdom of Cambodia, and Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
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