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According to Paul Ricoeur, the question “What is the just?” is interrelated with
the question “Why should we be just?” which is in turn connected to “Who am 1?”
Ricoeur elaborates his conception of justice on the basis of his “little ethics,” which is
founded on his conception of narrative identity. According to him, justice is basically
rooted in the dialectic tension between alterity and identity, which constitutes the self.
His analysis of selfhood, from the most elementary level in semantic analysis onwards,
shows that features of justice-- e.g. equality, reciprocity, symmetry -- are reflected in
the ontological-existential structure interwoven with the global structure. It can be said
that these features as a whole are characteristic of human existence, which is prone to
perversion by evil. His analyses of the narrative identity interrelated with the ethical
subject, and the subject of rights provide figures, e.g. dialogical structure, for a further
analysis of the just in political and jurisprudential fields.
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