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Abstract

An Exploration of Ways and Means to Encourage Investigative Reports in Thai

Journalism

An investigative report is a kind of news reporting with the intention to give deep
knowledge and understanding to certain news issues, by collecting extensive relevant
facts that are capable to clarify or reasonably explain those issues. Investigative reports
probe into news events more in depth than event reporting, enabling readers to gain
vision of the roots of problems and thus clearer solutions than ordinary news reporting.
First page presentation is not imperative for an investigative report, it can be presented
in other pages in correspondence with other news and columns in various ways and
forms. Complexities of an investigative report can be alleviated by different forms of
presentation: diagrams, special reports on fewer aspects of the issue, interviews, or
even editorials. But these forms of presentation must be shown in relation with one
another and presented in a prolonged period in order to make an impact on the society
to achieve a solution of the problem. An investigative report is another level of news
reporting, produced by reporters who may work on tips or perceive some hints in
ordinary news reporting that the whole circumstance is more complicated and needs
intensive investigation.

Investigative reporting empowers the society to gain more thoughtful judgement
on public issues; it also generates public participation, from giving information and ideas
to taking part in examining public organizations in issue and in pressuring responsible
authorities to solve the problem. This is a part of the process of fostering social
consciousness that empower the people to form social groups and take social actions,
i.e. one of the most important foundations of a democratic way of life.

However whether investigative reporting is to command an essential space on
public information system depends on the news organization and reporters as well as
the culture of news reporting in Thai media. It is found that up to now Thai media

presents few investigative reports and with doubtful quality. Most of them are exposee



of fraud on public fund. In fact, investigative reports on environment, natural resources,
education, culture or even a biography should be undertaken as they also essentially
affects the way of social learning as well.

The research has found that, the media, especially the papers, are under
circumstances that impede the production of investigative reports: high level of
competition with their colleagues as well as with media of other types, the working
culture of daily news production, limitation of capability of individual reporters. Usually,
investigative reports demand higher standard of reporting than ordinary news so
reporters are confronted with difficulties and complications in their work. Investigation
also requires long period of production and the report might affect the interest of the
powerful, so it is out of policy of owners or executives of the papers. Investigative
reports also give chances of litigation or physical threats. In spite of the situation, a
number of reporters still regard investigative reporting an ideal news reporting and
qualifies the journalist profession with dignity.

Investigative reports that happened to be carried in some papers were
produced by personal interest and competence of individual reporters without
supporting system or professional culture. It should be noticed that factors, both internal
and external of the professional organization, that impede the presentation of
investigative reports in journalism are also present in countries that have similar social,
political and economic contexts with Thailand. In the Philippines, an interesting solution
from outside of the dominant media system is perceived by the foundation of “The
Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism”. This institute works in conjunction with
the media in the system and also creates its own channel of public information.

The research project is thus conducted to answer two principal questions:

1. What factors, pertinent to the system, culture, capital, or power, etc., are
involved in making decision to present or not present investigative reports in Thai
journalism?

2. What can be done? What is the best structurally supporting system that will
generate greater amount of investigative reports in newspapers, both in terms of

quantity and quality?



The research project makes an extensive survey of relevant literatures, both in
Thai and English, to find an appropriate theoretical framework that provides foundation
for comprehension and analysis of data. The project also takes in-depth interviews with
intellectuals, academics in journalism, news editors, media executives, awarded
reporters and reporters in general. Information gained through the interviews is used to
recheck the knowledge foundation obtained from the literary survey and to probe into
the attitude and understanding of these people in understanding the problems and
solutions as perceived by them. The project examines two case-studies: the case of the
Philippines and the Issara News Center under the Thai Journalists Association of
Thailand, in order to assess certain methods of solution in practice. Models of systemic
problems solution are designed and presented in a conference of a focus group,
consisting of academics, experienced journalists, news chiefs, editors, and reporters.
The aim is to submit the proposed method of solution to the scrutiny and criticism of the
focus group in the brainstorming atmosphere. All of these procedures result in the final
report.

The research project proposes that the next step for the solution of the problem
is to start an action-research project aiming at establishing a coordinating project or
center for the encouragement of investigative reporting. This institution is to form a
consensus among a selected group of newspapers and mobilizes cooperation among
the selected 6 newspapers. The group will agree to produce investigative reports on a
common theme of “the public policy”, but the issues on the theme will be decided by the
individual papers in consideration of their own special characteristics and skill. The
result of the investigation will be published in their own newspapers. In addition to the
public sector, funds to implement the project will also be raised among social and
private sectors in order to establish a grant support for the participating papers,
including an establishment of a supporting data center, expanding channels of
dissemination of the reports, researches and forming the body of knowledge based on
operation of the project, establishing other motivation systems and joining in a social
campaign for the significance of investigative reports.

The research project hopes that its outcome will be utilized as the followings:-



1. as a body of knowledge that might be of use among professional
organizations as well as academic organizations in mass media.

2. as a possibility to establish a mechanism that will increase the potentials for
investigative reporting among Thai media.

3. as a part of data that would increase the media literacy of the Thai society.

4. as a body of knowledge that enables the establishment of a sustainable
mechanism to encourage the presentation of investigative reporting in Thai journalism.

5. as a part of the media reform movement.





