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ABSTRACT

The study aims to probe the characteristic of community, community businesses, and the
way of development community businesses through co-learning process between researchers,
communities, and their alliances. The Participatory Action Research (PAR) has been used as a tool
to examine 80 members of 10 community-business groups in Amphoe Sansai, Chiangmai Province.

The results show that community businesses are able to analyze and search for the causes of
problems. These help design problem-solving model by applying local wisdom and appropriate
technology which lead to establish “Hanam” project, the local handcraft conservative street. In
addition, community businesses can coordinate and negotiate with external community
organizations. The co-learning process by PAR approach also help local people to improve their
thinking process and working system. Meanwhile, scholars and students can gain new knowledge
and systematic analysis for applying their theories to get more practical approach of solving

community problems corresponding with their needs.
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