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Thai’s seas are invaluable natural resource assets. The multifaceted utilizations of Thai’s 

seas have occurred without sound management and good governance. Consequently, 

environmental problems and associated challenges have emerged continuously. The 

objective of this study is to examine a wide range of marine-related issues by conducting a 

comprehensive review of secondary data and meetings of experts and stakeholders. The 

outcome from the study will be the recommendations for the high level decision makers in 

creating an effective and farsighted policy for Thai’s seas. Findings show that the 

boundary of the seas that we have been used is not only limited to those under Thai 

jurisdiction, but also expanded to those of the neighboring countries, the high seas, as well 

as of other countries with whom we have agreements. Thai’s seas and coasts provide 

considerable values to our economy. Such values account for more than 7.4 trillion Baht, 

of which less than 30 % is contributed to Thai people. The rest is lost due to  

1) unsustainable use of limited resources resulting in the degradation of those natural 

resources 2) lack of knowledge and understanding necessary for effective integrated 
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management of coastal and marine resources 3) inefficiency of law and legislation which 

are essential tools to manage marine resources 4) lack of opportunities for public 

participation in integrated marine resource management, and 5) insufficiency of 

government policies and strategies to address all marine-related issues as a whole. While 

the future trend is an increase in uses of marine resources, the conditions of marine 

ecosystem have declined continuously resulting in an intensification of a conflict among 

resource users. Accordingly, sound management must balance diverse uses of those 

resources as well as protect those valuable resources at the same time. Therefore, the 

government must create a comprehensive framework which directs the uniform principle 

for multifaceted uses of the seas. Results from multidimensional monitoring including 

social, economic, and environmental indicators must be compared together, to evaluate 

the accomplishment by using legislation and best available knowledge as the instrument. 

Recommendations for comprehensive management of marine resources are as follows;  

1) to establish the commission on Thailand’s marine policy, 2) Thailand should ratify the 

UNCLOS 1982, 3) to create and develop national policies and strategies to address the 

marine-related issues, 4) to amend law and legislation governing uses of seas and coastal 

resources to be practical, clear, and up to date, 5) to promote a multidisciplinary research 

and education associated with multidimensional uses of sea and coastal resources, 6) to 

encourage public awareness and concerns on marine asset issues, and 7) to establish an 

organization or agency responsible specifically for management of marine-related activities 

as well as increase the capacity of the agency responsible for national security of the 

seas. 
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