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Abstract

Project: RDG50H0001
Project title: Local (Community-based) museums research and development project, Phase 2, Year 2:
In-depth study of two museums.
Principle researcher: Dr. Paritta Chalermpow Koanantakool
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre (Public Organization)
E-mail Address: paritta@sac.or.th

Project duration: October 2006 — April 2008

The Community-based museum research and development project in the second year of
the second phase is a follow-up from the previous year. The aim is to collaborate closely with the
Wat Thaphut museum in Nakhon Pathom, and Wat Laihinluang museum in Lampang in order to
collect community stories and develop a new exhibition. The project continues to adhere to its
twofold objectives of understanding community-based museums in the context of social and cultural
life, and implementing actions to strengthen museological capacity necessary for maintaining and

running a museum.

The narrative report is consisted of 5 parts. Part 1 is an analytical overview of the activities
and research findings of the project. Part 2 and Part 3 are reports from fieldworkers posted in the
two museum sites. They summarise activities carried out in each site, and present some aspects of
their ethnographic research which serve as a basis for exhibition. Part 4 is an associated research on
water management in Laihin community, also materials for exhibition. Part 5 is the report of the

making of exhibitions, and reflection by the team designer.

It can be concluded that both museums share some similar socio-cultural contexts. They
are both established within the vicinity of a monastery with the purpose of memorializing the monks
who are regarded as local saints with whom community members identify themselves. However, the
master narratives of the saints in both places situate them in different frameworks. Museum
practices in both sites — museum keepers, network of helpers and sponsors, daily and festive
rhythms — develop in different socio-cultural contexts. Thaphut museum is situated in a rice and fruit
growing community on the periphery of the capital city recently turned into a semi-industrialised area

with the arrival of migrant workers. Laihin museum is in a more isolated community in northern



Thailand where local kinship and customs remain important in social interaction, while community

members largely share local memories.

From anthropological perspectives, museums can be seen as ‘fields’ in which exchanges,
collaboration, and negotiation of ideas, social relations, and imagination are taking place. Hence

they operate as cognitive space, social space, and space of imagination.

From the point of view of researchers, the project is an exercise in attempting to cross a
number of borders, between insiders and outsiders, between reseach and action, and between

research and professional disciplines.

The project concludes that it is crucial to create awareness of the vast diversity of local,
community-based museums existing in Thailand. Each museum is unigue in its material collection,
history, social context, personal experience and style of cultural leaders who establish and look after
it. Development policy and implementation must take into account specific context of each museum.
Hence the report does not attempt to give a formula or standard version of a museum to be held up
as a ‘prototype’. On the contrary, it advocates the understanding of the meaning and practicing of
museum from the point of view of insiders as a necessary basis for engaging with museums

meaningfully.

Keywords: local museums, community - based museum, monastery museum, capacity — building for
museum, folk museum, cognitive field, social field, field of imagination, indigenous museology,

anthropology of museum





