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AERINY 1
Project Code: RDG 5110008
Project Title: Thai Temples in Kelantan: The Social and Economic Adaptation

of a Buddhist Community in a Muslim State

Investigators: Miss Phailada Chaisorn
E-mail Address: cphailad@wu.ac.th
Project Duration: 15 November 2007 — 14 November 2008

The purpose of the project is to study the economic, political, and social aspects of
the role of temples in Thai communities in Kelantan. Field data were collected in sample
study communities in Tumpat district of Kelantan, Malaysia. Data from books, documents,
and various print media from both Thailand and Malaysia were also gathered.

From the results of this study, it may be said in summary that temples are both
religious institutions and social institutions with an important role in the construction,
maintenance, adaptation, and transmission of the identity of the Thai community in
Kelantan. Temples have important roles in the construction of both political and cultural
“space” for Thai communities in Kelantan. The administration and conduct of the
religious activities of Thai temples and monks play an important part in building and
supporting relationships between Thai communities in the state of Kelantan and various
institutions in Thai society. They also have an important role in linking people of different
ethnic groups living in Kelantan. This linking role has political, economic, social, and
cultural dimensions.

The results of this study will enhance understanding of the political, economic,
and social contexts of the sustenance of Thai temples and communities in Kelantan.
They will also open new perspectives from which Thai society can see and understand
how people of different ethnicities and religions can co-exist normally and happily in a
society of devout Muslims like the society of Kelantan. The understanding thus built will
change for the better the attitudes of Thais in Thailand toward Muslim societies, above
all those of the three border provinces of the South. It will also contribute to a body of
academic knowledge of possible usefulness to the Thai and Malaysian governments,
above all should they apply this body of knowledge to strengthening cultural

relationships and the administration of the border area.

Keyword: Kelantan, Malay, Muslim, Malaysia, Thai community, Temple
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