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ABSTRACT

Project Code : RDG5110014

Project Title : Malaysian-Thai community leaders in Malaysia and Malay as
the official language : A case study of Tumpat community,
Kelantan State, Malaysia.

Investigators : Phaosan Jehwae1 , Mahamadaree Waeno1 , Mada-o
Puteh1, Aessoomanee Maso1 , Hasnah Nataening 1.
1Yala Islamic University.

E-mail Address : fazdany@hotmail.com

Project Duration : 1 Febuary 2008 — 31 January 2009

This research aims to study the role of Malay language as the official and
the national language in Malaysia which is a variety in their language and race. In
addition, sociolinguistics theory is applied in order to analyze an attitude of
Malaysian-Thai community leaders who are Buddhism in Kelantan, Malaysia
towards Malay language. In this research, participant observation, in-depth interview
and data analysis were conducted.

The findings reveal as follows:

There are varieties and differences of the attitude of Malaysian-Thai
community leaders who are Buddhism in Kelantan, Malaysia towards Malay
language considering that it plays an important role in Malaysian daily life. It also
reveals that this study could be able to answer the research questions and might
relate to the unrest in three southern border provinces as it is considered by some
groups that the dialect in the community might be a part of unrest problems.
Consequently, Malay language plays an important role to all races to live together
(and accepting each others) peacefully.

Malay language is the official and the national language of Malaysia playing
an important role to Malaysians with a variety of languages and races. Malay
language also plays an important role for controlling the stability of the nation and

citizens. Not only Malay language as a medium for communication but also it could
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build unique and good relationship between various races in Malaysia. As the
matter of fact, it could be inferred that without language as a medium for
communication; the unique between citizens in the country might not certainly
succeed as the country’s goal and objective.

Since Malaysia was once colonized by the British, this country is built of a
variety of languages, ethnic groups (races) based on the law and the constitution
foundation of Malaysia while Malay language is the official language for Malaysians.
Besides, the government didn’'t force or restrict other ethnic groups (races) for
learning the mother tongues of each ethnic group (race). Also, the government
gives an opportunity to schools in Malaysia to produce lessons and textbooks in
Chinese and Hindi language. Furthermore, the government also gives an
opportunity to Thai people to study Thai language and culture at the temples in
Malaysia.

Malaysians use Malay language to communicate in their daily life with
different situations. For instance, when Malaysian-Thai Buddhists from various
ethnic groups went to temples for listening to sermon; the religious leaders of
Buddhism would give the sermon using Malay language. In addition, they use Malay
language to public traditions, culture, and religion including organization activities.
As the result, the findings reveal that this research could be able to apply in order to

solve the unrest problems in three southern border provinces.
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