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Abstract

Route no.8 links Thailand, Laos and Vietnam, and leads to the south of China. It begins at
the Thai-Lao border, Nakhon Phanom and Tha Khek, crossing into Vietnam at Ha Tinh Province from
where we can continue to Nghe An and Hanoi via Highway 1. This research explores the potential for
trade and tourism along Route 8.

Initial research reveals increases in goods and tourists across the Lao-Vietnam border. Both
Cau Treo and Nam Phao immigration and custom offices provide efficient passport checks, especially
at Cau Treo with modern methods of scanning goods and people. However, customs processing may
sometimes be more time consuming.

The goods transported via route no.8 from Thailand mostly come through the border
crossings of Nakhon Phanom and Nong Khai.

Route 8 is a potential tourist attraction due to the scenic views along the road. It provides
Laos and north-east Thailand a route to the sea. However, the risk of accidents is high due to the
weather conditions, including thick fog and heavy rain in Laos; and the sharp curves and steep inclines
are dangerous for trucks.

Limitations on trade and tourism include the lack of services, especially, gas stations,
restaurants, food shops, car garages, as well as the limited number of buses between Vientiane and
Hanoi. Much of the route is in largely unpopulated mountainous areas where driving at night is not
recommended. Currently, the most convenient way to travel is hiring a car, van or bus, or joining a
package tour.

The commission or extra fee paid to the officers of the immigration or custom at the
checkpoint has harmed trade and tourist activities on this road. This problem needs to be solved, and
tripartite cooperation among Thailand, Laos and Vietnam should be the means to a solution.

It is expected that in the near future there will be more traffic on the road, especially when
the bridge crossing the Mekong River at Nakhon Phanom-Thakhek is constructed, and a new border
gate at Ban Phaeng district in Nakhon Phanom is opened. This will make Ban Phaeng district another

gateway to Vietnam, and to the south of China, through route no. 8.
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The transportation of goods should increase also, especially when Lak Sao and Trung Tam
border towns in Laos and Vietnam, as well as Cau Treo economic zone are further developed in the

near future.
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