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The purpose of this study was to examine Malaysia’s Educational concepts in its
National Philosophy of Education and to study their application in an English curriculum
Implementation of local context. The researcher conducted the study in three stages. The
first stage was to examine the fundamental tenets of Malaysia’s National Philosophy of
Education within the basic educational context using document research. The second stage
was to identify the fundamental characteristics of Malaysia’s Integrated English Curriculum
for Secondary School, or KBSM (Kurukulum Bersepadu Sekolah Menengah), and how it
aligns with the National Philosophy of Education using curriculum content analysis. The third
and final stage was to examine how the KBSM English curriculum is taught and experienced
in four Islamic schools which are not under the direct supervision of the Ministry of
Education, the sponsor of the KBSM curriculum using interview and observation as main
methods of data collection. The triangulation method was used in order to achieve a more
accurate and valid estimate of qualitative results.This study aims to identify suggestions for
how Thai educational policy can learn lessons from Malaysia’'s experiences.

Historically, Malaysia has faced many challenges as a multicultural society. As part of
its objective to consolidate and develop a single national identity with a multicultural
foundation, it has developed a National Philosophy of Education based upon principles of
diversity and pluralism. Its National Philosophy of Education operates on two levels. On one
level, the National Philosophy encourages the use of uniform principles, content, and
teaching methods in all Malaysian schools. On the other level, it also allows for the use of a
localized curriculum if appropriate to the context. The KBSM English curriculum thus reflects
Malaysia’s diversity, and the different philosophical origins and lifestyles of Malaysia’s diverse
student population. At the same time it embraces diversity, it also aims to instill within
students a unifying national identity with which all of Malaysia’s students can identify with.

The researcher examined the implementation of the KBSM English curriculum within
the context of teaching and learning English in Islamic schools under the supervision of the

provincial government of Kelantan. In this environment, the KBSM curriculum was



successfully implemented in a way so that universal, national principles were taught, but
local values and knowledge were also integrated into the educational experience. Learners
felt comfortable with a curriculum that allowed for their own cultural learning styles, and
religious and social values, to be recognized and expressed.

However, the success of the KBSM English curriculum in term of student’s language
proficiency was dependent on contextual factors. Malaysian students in urban school settings
showed significant strides in developing English language skills using the KBSM curriculum.
This may have been because of a number of factors, including the frequency with which
English language learning occurs in this setting, the amount and availability of learning
resources such as printed materials and extra learning centers, the involvement of political
and community leaders who actively encourage the study and use of English, or from
different cultural values pertaining to learning and education.

In rural school settings, the KBSM curriculum was less successful. Students did not
have the same opportunities to develop advanced skills because many schools lacked the
proper educational resources, particularly computer and online access. Many teachers did
not understand or did not feel at ease with using integrated teaching techniques to teach
language and educational concepts as guided by the curriculum. Instead, teachers often
favored using didactic methods that prepared students to pass exams, rather than using
more creative forms of inquiry and learning. Many teachers felt that the latter methods of
learning required greater amounts of time than they had available. Also, teachers felt that
using such methods were not suitable for classrooms in which the level of student language
skills differed — a situation often encountered in many rural schools which have become the
secondary schools for the primary school graduates with low results from the national
examination.

In conclusion, a well-designed English curriculum can be very effective in educating
students, while doing so in a way that recognizes and values both a national and
multicultural identity or identities. However, the ultimate success of the curriculum depends
on the overall context of learning, including the availability of educational resources, the
ability of teachers to effectively teach the curriculum, and the overall culture of learning,
among others.
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