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Abstract

Definition and Mechanism for Thai-Lao Borderland Relations: a Case Study of

Mukdahan Province of Thailand and Savanakat province Laos PDR

This research aims to study about the mechanism and definition on the
relationship of people along Thai-Lao border, Mukdahan — Savanakat provinces. The
focused concepts are borderland, ethnicity and identity. The research method designs
in a quality research that emphasizes on fieldwork data and presented in descriptive
analysis. The result shows how the meaning of borderland provides an alternative
meaning that combined from the flow and change of the definition, inwhich
depending on time, belief, power, and interaction of the borderland community.

Thai-Laos borderland community or “Chumchon Song-fang Khong” has
shared ancestor and rituals. In the past, the social organization contributed peace
living. However, during this era of globalization and capitalism, this area has turned
into the commercial and tourist zone. Borderland community has faced many
challenges and conflicts that arrived from the changes of community. Some of people
who migrate are defined as illegal people. They have no status and citizenship, and
they are struggle for the right to live in Thailand. This borderland space is also
involved with the relationship of kinship and human network since the past; therefore,
the community brings people’s ties and relationship across border and state.

The utmost theme for this research is to address the voices of the small people
who real living in the borderland community, in order to present the Thai government
or policy maker to hear and understand the situation of this people, and hoping that
the national policy will take this information to apply appropriated approach in the
near future, in order to solve problems that occurred in Thai-Laos border, and to

encourage a better foreign relationship within neighboring countries.
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