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Abstract
Knowledge Linkage within Orchid Production Supply Chain in Nakhon Pathom
Associate Professor Prasong Tanpichai and Kanjana Supnui
Kasetsart University
Research Grant Supported by the Thailand Research Fund (TRF)
September 2009

This research was aimed to identify approaches to knowledge development and
linkage within orchid production supply chain in Nakhon Pathom. The research
procedure consisted of three stages including 1) a document analysis of orchid
production from the past to present, 2) an empirical study through interviewing with 130
informants comprising orchid farmers, leaders of orchid farmer groups, the producers of
orchid production supportive materials, orchid entrepreneurs, faculty members from
higher educational institutions, and academic staff from both governmental and private
organizations, and 3) an arrangement of seven brainstorming forums which was divided
into two phases. The first six forums were organized for each group of informants to
obtain reflections on problems, needs for knowledge, and suggesting approaches to
knowledge linkage in each group within orchid production supply chain. The last forum
was for the experts in the field to blend reflective information into the overall problems,
needs, and approaches of orchid production supply chain in Nakhon Pathom.

The research findings were as follows.

1. Nakhon Pathom was found as locating the most orchid production area in
Thailand. In addition, the province was seen as having environment appropriate to orchid
cultivation and the sources of orchid production supportive materials were found to be
adequately available. Excepted for some area with problems in the quality of water, the
sources of water for agriculture were seen as being expansive for the whole province.

2. The linkage pattern of the body of knowledge on orchid production in Nakhon
Pathom were found to be the use of media including those from direct experiences as
well as those through pictures and symbols. The knowledge linkage approaches

included interpersonal within group, inter-group, and linkage from higher educational

(20)



institutions and relevant organizations to orchid production sector.

It was suggested that research on each particular orchid breed should be
conducted throughout its production line in order to efficiently realize the full potential of
research finding utilization. Higher educational institutions and relevant governmental
organizations should mobilize the empowering enhancement for orchid farmer’s groups

and all other groups involving in orchid production in Nakhon Pathom.

Key words: Knowledge Linkage, Orchid Production
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