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Abstract

Thailand Industrial Standard Institute (TISI) and Thailand Research Fund (TRF) jointly
provided a grant to the National Center of Excellence for Environmental and Hazardous Waste
Management, Chulalongkorn University, and Department of Science and Service, Ministry of
Science and Technology, for a research project on “Chemical Information Resources for
REACH Management”. The one-year project was carried out from 15th February 2008, with two
main objectives. It aimed to develop practical tools to enhance the understanding of industrial
sectors and government institutions about the merits and processes of European Union’s
REACH legislative, and the ongoing activities related to REACH compliance in various
countries. The other objective was to help build capacity of Thai industrial sectors in complying

with REACH requirements.

Two knowledge resources were successfully developed for public use in a web site
(http://www.chemtrack.org/REACHCoach), operating mainly in Thai with certain contents in
English. This website started in July 2008 and has drawn approximately 700 visitors per
month. It has menus that offer essential knowledge of the legal text, processes, and outcomes
of activities collected from internet resources. The other part is a functioning web page
(http://sci.dss.go.th/index.aspx) of selected chemical information with focus on chemical safety
management. It contains a directory of internet resources with description of chemical
information offered on each site and their applications. In addition, a chemical database was

constructed, showing a list of chemicals with international reference codes, namely, CAS
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Number, EC Number and Annex | code, and information on classification and labeling. Details
of industrial uses of the chemicals were also gathered and included into the database. The
CAS Number of each chemical was particularly linked to relevant internet resources to obtain
information on Safety Data Sheet, both in Thai and English. The database can essentially be

updated with new inputs of information using a specially designed template.

For the capacity building program, a network of five government institutions was set up,
from which members of the expert team were recruited. Based on the knowledge and
experience as REACH helpdesk, the original core team trained a team of eight experts who
subsequently helped give REACH seminars and participated in activities of the REACH
Knowledge Center, an information clearing house for industrial sectors. A series of workshops
and in-house trainings were exercised to enhance the capacity of industries in complying with
REACH. As a result of the still continuing efforts, many industrial sectors and companies,
especially the large scale enterprises, are very much aware of the REACH consequences and
realize the necessity of getting prepared to cope with the upcoming steps of REACH
implementation. The important tangible outcome of the project was indicated by the pre-

registration of more than 50 substances by Thai industries to the European Chemicals Agency.

Keywords: chemical information resources, chemical database, REACH regulation
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