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Abstract

‘NTMs Watch’ is a pilot project that aims at outlining potential factors that
contribute to the development of the NTMs and establishing the early warning system.
The research methodology comprises 3 parts: academic analysis, focus groups and
issuing newsletters. Main finding are as follows. Firstly, NTMs measures under WTO
rules will be challenged by climate change issue and intellectual property rights.
Secondly, Relevant NTMs that need special attention in particular countries: Japan—
consumer safety; US—producer protection; EU—consumers as well as environmental
protection; and China—following EU regulations. Thirdly, NTMs will raise production
cost and transaction costs which relate to trade activities. Fourth, early warning
indicators are (1) export performance, e.g. market share, export growth, production cost;
(2) statistics on border rejection and risk notifications on a particular product and the
related ones; (3) scientific research related to health and environment; (4) economic
situation in importing countries; and (5) political balancing among interest groups.
Finally, the intelligent unit should be established in order to gathering information,
analyzing NTMs, and providing brief/basic reports to business, especially SMEs. In
doing so, the unit must do in a continuingly and efficiently integrated way and

establishes preemptive actions to reduce obstacles from NTMs.
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