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ABSTRACT

Project Code : ABTC-NAT-0008

Project Title: Integration of Historical and Cultural Heritages for Community-Based
Sustainable Tourism in Mae Chaem District, Chiangmai

Investigators : Duangthima W, Chansuebsri S, Keawprasert K, Ruenjinda P, Wuttiin N
Maejo University, Rajamangala University of Technology Lanna Chiangmai,
Mae Chaem Buddha School, Tell Tale Travel Company Limited.

E-mail Address : matoom39@yahoo.com

Project Duration : 1 September 2008 - 31 August 2009

In the past, the community has experienced several forms of tourism which
some has caused issues and given its leaders a sense they were being
exploited. Since then, they have become interested in studying Mae Chaem’s history in
order to understand it better and to pass its tenets on to their children. This research
project seeks to address this need.

Prior to this project, numerous studies were carried out by indigenous
researchers, an effort that was supported by the TRF office in Chiang Mai. The present
research project is founded, in part, on their findings. It seeks to integrate these
projects within this study in order to create a comprehensive Mae Chaem history and
culture database. This data would be used to assess cultural tourism based on these
criteria: value, potential, problems and limitations. The present project will propose
cultural tourism routes and provide a framework for sustainable historical and cultural
tourism development and management for Mae Chaem. The area is limited to Mae
Chaem town. The data used derives from secondary sources (previous research) and
primary sources including field surveys, in-depth interviews, and other investigations.

The research team found that the indigenous rituals and cultural expressions
which distinguish this Lanna community from others have become integral in residents’

daily lives. Therefore, it is felt that visitors to Mae Chaem are afforded better



opportunities to observe, learn, understand and appreciate Lanna culture. In terms of
historical and cultural tourism management, the research team found that this
community has established a strong foundation based on knowledge, community-
awareness, and experiences with tourism. Thus, we feel they are ready to manage
community tourism on their own and will likely be successful in pursuing sustainable

cultural tourism management.

Keywords: Mae Chaem, Integration of Historical and Cultural Heritages, Community-

Based Sustainable Tourism
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Abstract

In the past, the community has experienced several forms of tourism which some has
caused issues and given its leaders a sense they were being exploited. Since then, they
have become interested in studying Mae Chaem’s history in order to understand it better
and to pass its tenets on to their children. This research project seeks to address this need.

Prior to this project, numerous studies were carried out by indigenous researchers, an
effort that was supported by the TRF office in Chiang Mai. The present research project is
founded, in part, on their findings. It seeks to integrate these projects within this study in
order to create a comprehensive Mae Chaem history and culture database. This data would
be used to assess cultural tourism based on these criteria: value, potential, problems and
limitations. The present project will propose cultural tourism routes and provide a framework
for sustainable historical and cultural tourism development and management for Mae
Chaem. The area is limited to Mae Chaem town. The data used derives from secondary
sources (previous research) and primary sources including field surveys, in-depth
interviews, and other investigations.

The research team found that the indigenous rituals and cultural expressions which
distinguish this Lanna community from others have become integral in residents’ daily
lives. Therefore, it is felt that visitors to Mae Chaem are afforded better opportunities to
observe, learn, understand and appreciate Lanna culture. In terms of historical and cultural
tourism management, the research team found that this community has established a strong
foundation based on knowledge, community-awareness, and experiences with
tourism. Thus, we feel they are ready to manage community tourism on their own and will

likely be successful in pursuing sustainable cultural tourism management.

Keywords: Mae Chaem, Integration of Historical and Cultural Heritages, Community- Based

Sustainable Tourism
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