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Abstract

This research studies values and identity, in tangible and intangible forms, of the
traditional earthenware-making group (pot-makers) living in Ban-Mor village, Kwow sub-
district Mahasarakham province, Thailand. Its aim is three-folds; 1) Collecting the
traditional wisdom of pot-making in order to support its development for next
generations 2) Setting the collective learning process to solve problems and develop the
career, beginning by and within the community 3) Collectively planning for the proper
development of pot-making career. Researchers are lecturers from Mahasarakham
University together with the pot-makers themselves, as the center and the goal of this
research. The research is in qualitative form. It uses Participatory Action Research
(PAR) method. The process includes primary and secondary data collections, data
analyzing and synthesizing, practicing, concluding and evaluation. The results show two
points. Firstly, the pot-makers perceive pot-making as their way of life, the social and
economical substance of their community, rather than just career. Secondly, in spite of
lacking experience to solve their own problems, the group is able to analyze and solve
the problems by themselves in more sustainable ways than development projects
created by outsiders. The group is supported to collectively think to solve their problems
in right process. It includes group dialogue, searching and analyzing the data and the
traditional wisdom, synthesizing their own value and identity, visiting good practice and
practicing problem-solving. The pot-makers create actions including 1) Planting trees for
wood to be used for fuel, furniture and building 2) Building new pot-burning stove that
can be used in rainy season 3) Training pot-making to village children 4) Children's
stage play to teach the history and proud of the village 5) Applying new technique by
using electrical soil-compressing machine, replacing man labor and 6) Develop new
design for earthenware and pottery to expand their products, inspired by best practice
(Dan-Kwien). The research concludes that the pot-makers at Ban-Mor inherit their own
values and identity. They are substantial to develop their uniquely inherited career in
suitable and sustainable way. Finally, the self-development process will succeed only if
be the villagers supported to resolve their problems based on their capacity in the right

ways.

Keywords: Values and Identity, Participatory Vocational Development,

Earthenware-Makers' Way of Life, Self-determining Problem Solving
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