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The Investigation of the Preparation Process for English Learners Before
Entering the English Course in Mattayom Suksa 4 of Patumratwongsa School in

Amnat Charoen Province
Abstract

The objectives of this study were to identify problems and factors of teaching
English in Patumratwongsa School from the past up until present, to seek the means
in preparing students’ readiness for studying English in Mattayom Suksa 4, and to
encourage participation of teachers, students, and parents in solving problems in
learning and teaching English. The study employed the following techniques:
Participatory action research or PAR, examination of relevant printed documents, and
collection of data from field study using different methods namely in-depth interview
focus groups, testing, participation, and participatory observation. Descriptive
analysis result has then been presented as follows:

Patumratwongsa School is a big-sized secondary school under the jurisdiction
of Amnatcharoen Educational Office Service Area. The school has provided a higher
educational level for students who graduated the junior secondary level (Matthayom
Suksa 3 or Grade 9) from neighboring schools. These students enrolling in Mattayom
Suksa 4 at Patumratwongsa School have differences in their English ability. This
leads to the problem and readiness in their learning of English.

As such, the teachers, parents, and students have been attempting to seek the
means for supporting and preparing students’ readiness to study English in the higher
level. The means developed should be appropriate to their English ability level. In
doing so, the construction of the English placement test was used to classify the
students into 3 groups: 1) the least-ready group, 2) the more-ready group, and 3) the
most-ready group. The three groups were given the different ways to learn English.

For the least-ready group, the encouragement of showing ideas about and the
need in learning English was used as the iced breaking process. The learning of
vocabulary was then gradually added bit by bit. After that the integrated approach in
learning of how to use such vocabulary into four skills: speaking, listening, reading,
and writing through various activities, was provided. The appraisal process was also
utilized to encourage the students to be more confident and positive in using English.
To prepare the readiness of the more-ready group students, the same method in iced
breaking process was utilized as with the least-ready group. However, the more



difficult and unfamiliar abstract vocabulary were given. After that this group was
taught how to use the multi-media both printed and electronic for their learning of
English. The appraisal process was also used to motivate their concentration on using
English. The final group, the most-ready group students who were found strongest in
their background of English, was initially prepared through the same tool in the iced
breaking process. The lesson-reviewed and lesson-newly learned processes were
employed. Learning how to use new technology to widen their opportunity in learning
English was later given. Similar to their counterparts, the appraisal of their success in
performing learning tasks in order to promote their confidence in the use of English.

This means in preparing the students’ readiness have been found effective to
be employed in teaching and promoting the learning of students whose background of
English are different. The effectiveness has been apparently seen through the change
of students’ English learning behaviors, particularly with the least-ready group
students. They were found to be more attentive, interested in, and confident when
posing questions while in the classroom. The atmosphere and the relationship between
teacher and students in the classroom were seen more lively, enjoyable, and
participatory.
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