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The Investigation of the Preparation Process for English Learners Before
Entering the English Course in Mattayom Suksa 4 of Patumratwongsa School in

Amnat Charoen Province
Abstract

The objectives of this study were to identify problems and factors of teaching
English in Patumratwongsa School from the past up until present, to seek the means
in preparing students’ readiness for studying English in Mattayom Suksa 4, and to
encourage participation of teachers, students, and parents in solving problems in
learning and teaching English. The study employed the following techniques:
Participatory action research or PAR, examination of relevant printed documents, and
collection of data from field study using different methods namely in-depth interview
focus groups, testing, participation, and participatory observation. Descriptive
analysis result has then been presented as follows:

Patumratwongsa School is a big-sized secondary school under the jurisdiction
of Amnatcharoen Educational Office Service Area. The school has provided a higher
educational level for students who graduated the junior secondary level (Matthayom
Suksa 3 or Grade 9) from neighboring schools. These students enrolling in Mattayom
Suksa 4 at Patumratwongsa School have differences in their English ability. This
leads to the problem and readiness in their learning of English.

As such, the teachers, parents, and students have been attempting to seek the
means for supporting and preparing students’ readiness to study English in the higher
level. The means developed should be appropriate to their English ability level. In
doing so, the construction of the English placement test was used to classify the
students into 3 groups: 1) the least-ready group, 2) the more-ready group, and 3) the
most-ready group. The three groups were given the different ways to learn English.

For the least-ready group, the encouragement of showing ideas about and the
need in learning English was used as the iced breaking process. The learning of
vocabulary was then gradually added bit by bit. After that the integrated approach in
learning of how to use such vocabulary into four skills: speaking, listening, reading,
and writing through various activities, was provided. The appraisal process was also
utilized to encourage the students to be more confident and positive in using English.
To prepare the readiness of the more-ready group students, the same method in iced
breaking process was utilized as with the least-ready group. However, the more



difficult and unfamiliar abstract vocabulary were given. After that this group was
taught how to use the multi-media both printed and electronic for their learning of
English. The appraisal process was also used to motivate their concentration on using
English. The final group, the most-ready group students who were found strongest in
their background of English, was initially prepared through the same tool in the iced
breaking process. The lesson-reviewed and lesson-newly learned processes were
employed. Learning how to use new technology to widen their opportunity in learning
English was later given. Similar to their counterparts, the appraisal of their success in
performing learning tasks in order to promote their confidence in the use of English.

This means in preparing the students’ readiness have been found effective to
be employed in teaching and promoting the learning of students whose background of
English are different. The effectiveness has been apparently seen through the change
of students’ English learning behaviors, particularly with the least-ready group
students. They were found to be more attentive, interested in, and confident when
posing questions while in the classroom. The atmosphere and the relationship between
teacher and students in the classroom were seen more lively, enjoyable, and
participatory.
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Directions: Complete the conversation with the most suitable alternative

from a, b, ¢ or d.

1. Tourist : . Is there a Tourist Information nearby?
Girl  : I’'m not sure but I think it’s next to the bank on that road.
a. ’m sorry b. Pardon
¢ Hello there. d. Excuse me

2. Situation:  On the phone.
Nokyoong : Hello. May I speak to Numtang, please?
Mai : Could I take a message?
Nokyoong : Umm.., thanks. I’ll call back later.
a. I’m afraid he’s out. c. Who's speaking, please?

b. I’'msorry. It’s wrong number d. Can I get your number, please?

3. Situations : Suwit and Tawee are close friends but they haven’t met for 6

years.
Tawee : Hi! How have you been?
Suwit : Fine. How about you?
Tawee

a. What a pity! b. It doesn’t matter.
c. Pretty good. d. Sorry, I don’t know.
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4. You always stay at your friend’s house during vacation.

As you are leaving, you say:

a. You’re welcome b. Thanks for everything.

c¢. Have a nice trip. d. Come again, please.

3. Your close friend, Mali, has just won the singing contest.

You meet her and you say:

a. Congratulations! b. Great idea!

c. It’s your business. d. Nothing’s serious.
g

Directions: Read the following. Choose the best alternative from a, b, ¢, or
d.

One day in the school canteen, I saw many plastic plates, dishes, spoons

and forks blowing around in the strong wind.

6. What does the word “canteen ™ mean? It means the place that

sells

a. silverware b. grocery

c. stationary d. food and drinks

7. What happened in the canteen?
a. The students were angry. b. There was a birth party.

c. It was in a mess. d. It was a rainy day.
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I'went to school on a rainy day without wearing a raincoat and I got soaked. When I
reached my classroom, there was no one there. The rain might have made everybody

late. I was there for about 15 minutes finishing my homework. I waited for my friends

until eight o’clock but nobody came.

8. The writer got soaked because
a. she walked in the rain. b. she waited for her friends.

c¢. No one help her. d. she spent a long time to go to school.

9. According to the passage, it might be possible that on that day
a. the writer was too late. b. the school was closed.

d. everybody was absent. d. everybody went back home already.

10. According to the passage, we can conclude that the writer

a. was very unhappy b. shut herself up with her homework.

¢. didn’t know anybody in her school.

d. didn’t know anything about what happened in her school.

Directions: Choose the meaning of the bold-typed words.

11. Ajarn Nongluck told us to hand in our term paper next Tuesday.
a. to write our paper by hand b. to submit

c. to edit d. to proof-read

12. We don’t need these papers any more. Let’s burn them.
a. put them in the fire b. keep them

c. put them in the desk d. store them

13. This is a poor movie. It is very slow and boring.

a. good b. not fast c. not interesting  d. lovely
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Directions: Choose the best answer from each item.

14. I must go home now to make for dinner.
a. occasions b. performs
c. arrangements d. preparations

15. The money you get paid from working is called

a. earn b. wage c. reward d. revenue
16. There are many................. in Bangkok which product a lot of products.
a. farm b. regions
c. factories d. constructions

17. They have been married fifty years.

a. by b. for C. ago d. since

18. This is the prettiest song I in my life.

a. have heard b. heard ¢. hear d. hearing
19. They Thailand last year.

a. visit b. visited c. have visited d. visiting
20. This dress is than that one.

a. more expensive b. the more expensive

C. Very expensive d. the most expensive
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Directions : Choose the best answer.
21.  Nit  : What can I do for you?
Susan : I want to shampoo my hair.
Nit  :Can I put some hair conditioner on?
Susan : Yes, please.
What is Nit?

a. butcher b. actress c. hairdresser d. dressmaker.

22.  Tan : How do you come to school ?
Jom :Bybus. Andyou ?
Tan :Icome on foot.
The conversation means ........................
a. Tan comes to school by bus but Jom walks to school.
b. Jom comes to school by bus but Tan walks to school.
¢. Tan and Jom come to school by bus.

d. d. Tan and Jom walk to school.

23. You can buy some bread and cake from a

a. bacon storeb. bakery c. baking d. band

24. A bed on board a ship is called a

.................

a. a sleeper b. cabin c. bunk d. dormitory
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Directions : Read the conversation and complete the blank for each item.

Fai  : Which musical instruments can you play P

Wi vy B Y R S B senmens
Fai : Can you speak any foreign language?

Wa. | iiiimrasressnsssran 26,
Fai : Can you drive ?

Din :No, I don’t.

Fai  :Can you use a computer?
Din : Yes,Ican.
25.  a.lIcan play the drum. b. I can play table tennis.
c. I can play chess. d. I can play Thai sports.
26.  a. Yes, I can speak Japan. b. Yes, I can speak Thailand.
c. Yes, I can speak English. d. Yes, I can speak with you.

Directions : Choose the best answer.

27, We don’iliketo .osssunmmeens basketball.

a. plays b. play c. playing d. played
28.Doyoulike .............. TV?

a. watches b. watch c. watched d. watching
29. Does he like ................. English?

a. studying b. studies c. study d. studied
C VR B ——— the violin.

a. to play b. plays c. play d. played
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31. The goods .....oovvvvnenannnn. completely sold by ten o’clock.
a, is b. am c. are d. been
32. At school , economics ................ interesting to me.
a. is b. am c. are d. been
33. My sister likes working there................ Idon’t.
a. so b. although c. as well d. but

Directions : Read the following passage and then choose the best answer

for each item.

Coconut kills baby

Kuala Lumpur—A sleeping six-month-old baby girl died after a coconut
fell out of a tree into her cradle outside the house,

Nuru Emilia Zulaika Nasaruddin was rushed to the nearby hospital in
Jerantut, in the state of Pahang, but she died of head injuries, the New Strait
Times quoted police as saying.

“ Her mother was inside the house while her father was out at work
when it happened.” Said an official,

Jerantut is about 110 km, northeast of the capital Kuala Lumpur.

34. How old is the girl ?

a. 6 months b. 1 year c. 11 years d. 11 months

35. Where did the accident take place ?

a. In Kuala Lumpur b. In the cradle outside the house

c. Inside the house d. At the hospital
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36. Why did she die ?
a. She slept in the cradle b. She was hit by the coconut milk
c. the coconut hit her head d. she rushed to the hospital

37. Which is incorrect?
a. Her mother was away to work b. Her father was away to work.

c. Nobody was at the scene of the accident d. Her mother was in the house

38. Coconut fell out of a tree into her cradle outside the house.

cradlemeans ..............oovvvniiinii .

a. body b. bed c. head d. birthplace
39. Which country is this news from?
a. Indonesia b. Malaysia

¢. The south of Thailand d. Cambodia

40. At the football field.

Top : I'm very tired. Could I have some iced water?
Coach | e S

Top : Thank you.

a. I’m sorry. b. I don’t know

¢. Here you are. d. You don’t like iced water.
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