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Abstract

The research on model of teaching and studying English for happy learning and
communication for Thai students of Muang Ubon School in Muang District of Ubon
Ratchathani Province has the objective to study the community and school contexts,
environments, problems and causes, and the factors influencing teaching and studying
English formerly in order to find the model of English teaching for happy learning and
communication and to establish the cooperation of students, teachers, and parents in
solving teaching and studying problems. The Participatory Action Research or PAR was
employed. The sample consisted of 43 students studying in Mattayom Suksa 2 in the
2008 academic year at Muang Ubon School in Muang District of Ubon Ratchathani.
Research instruments were group interview and in-depth interview, ficld trips,
discussions between involved parties, and experiments. The results of research are as
following: |

Muang ﬁbon School is an opportunity expansion school where Prathomsuksa 1
to Matthayomsuksa 3 are taught. The problem of English communication of students is
caused by inconﬁdenc‘:t?,' baring studying methods which are not practical in daily life,
the insufficient fundamental knowledge of English communication of parents to support
students at home which causes the lack of skill of students, and copying from teachers
both in reading and writing including writing down English grammar for memorizing
rather than implementing which cause the lack of opportunity for continuous English
practice, unreachable contents, and the lack of imagination in communication.

The research team set the model through the cooperation of students, parents,
and teachers who are proficient lecturers speaking English and being invited to
demonstrate teaching in the context of cooperative learning for the research team to
observe. The research team could set 3 appropriate models as following:

1. Actual Places/Events Model



2. Play and Learn Model

3. Role-play/Simulation

Each time each model was taught, the students took part in setting objectives.
Their knowledge of culture of native English speakers and skills of greeting,
apologizing, asking permission, asking for information, and providing information were
prepared. Actual Places/Events Model was used in communicating with English persons
at Ubonratchathani Railway Station, Ubonratchathani International Airport, and Candle
Festival. Play and Learn Model was used in studying activities which the students
studied from foreigners how to make sentences through games which encouraged them
to ask how to make specific sentences and to search for the sentences. The model leaded
to the implementation at the railway station, the international airport, and the festival.
Role-play/Simulation Model was used when the students took the role of tourists and
talked about traveling in Ubonratchathani. According to the experiments using all 3
models, it was found ‘that the students could learn and use English for communication
more happily and confidently through group activities rather than individual
assignments. | ‘-
The students and pare‘nts'felxt\that the 3 models are fun teaching and studying methods
and are appropriate for hclping students establish better attitude towards English.
Parents were also‘proud that tﬁey took part in setting the teaching and studying models
of Muang Ubon Scheol.
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