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Abstract

This research has the objective to study the cultural adjustment of Cham Muslim people at the
Mekong Delta region in Vietnam under the context of changes in the nation’s economy and society after
Vietnam implemented the Doi Moi Policy. The research was conducted by qualitative research method.
Field data was compiled at the Cham village in Da Phuoc sub-district, An Phu district, An Giang province
by using participatory observations, key informants’ interviews and informal interviews. Data was
analyzed by using the framework of changes in peasant society and ethnicity theory. Research results have
discovered that the implementation of Doi Moi Policy has impacted Cham people in various aspects,
especially in the aspect of the economy and society that caused Cham people to adjust in many ways

including economic way of life, social relations, and religious practices.

In the aspect of economic way of life, within the era of a market economy, the fish resources in
the Mekong River have declined to scarcity. Moreover, along with the disappearance of traditional clothes
weaving occupation of Cham people in the market economy era, Cham people must therefore adapt to the
market economy system by depending primarily on long-distance trade. Over a period of time, the
economic conditions have forced Cham people to travel far from the community in searching for income.
Many people used the Vietham — Cambodia — Thailand route to travel to work in Malaysia. These
adjustments have affected towards the changes in the traditional culture of Cham people at the individual,

family and community levels.

In the aspect of social relations, since Cham people are a minority ethnicity and follow Islam
religion, they henceforth have a different set of culture from other ethnicities in the Mekong Delta region.
However, under the context of changes in the nation’s economy and society, Cham people have bonded
relations with other ethnicities, and experienced economic ways of living and cultural areas that the local
state authorities have supported Cham people to connect with other ethnicities in the region, as well as

creating bonds between the state and Cham people.

In the aspect of adjustments in religious practices, the changes in the economy and state policies,
especially the opening the country’s door according to the Doi Moi Policy, have enabled Cham people to
make more contacts with the Muslim people that are residing abroad, particularly the Muslims in Malaysia
and southern Thailand. Therefore, this have allowed Cham people to study religion and allowed more
opportunities to travel for pilgrimage abroad. For performing religious activities in the community, Cham

people practice religion under two denominations, which are the old denomination and the new



denomination, that make up the course of Wahhabism. In the past, communities had conflicts about the
old and new denominations, but the aforementioned issue was resolved because of the same ethnicity of
the people. In addition, the social relations, especially the familial relations, of people in the community,
and the attention of the local state authorities enabled the community to sustain under the religion with

two denominations.

In conclusion, the study about the cultural adjustment of Cham people at the Mekong Delta
region has found that after Vietnam has mandated the Doi Moi Policy, the economic, social and natural
resources conditions of Vietnam have greatly changed to an extent that the Cham society was affected.
Henceforth, Cham people have adjusted in various ways, especially in the economic way of life, social
relations, and religious practices, in which the aforementioned adjustments have shaped a new form of

Cham society that is evident in the present time.
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