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Abstract

Australian government has launched Official Development Assistance (ODA) to
Thailand in several matters especially in HIV/AIDS treatment and research programs namely
“Thai Australian Collaboration in HIV Nutrition” (TACHIN), and “HIV Netherlands-Australia-
Thailand Research Collaboration” (HIV-NAT). Currently The TACHIN is ramified to be “Laos-
Thai-Australian Collaboration in HIV Nutrition” (LTACHIN) in which Thailand has been still the
hub for Australian aid to the Mekong sub-region. For HIV-NAT, the lesson learnt from Australian
assistance to HIV/ AIDS researches would be beneficial to Thailand as an upcoming international
donor.

There are 2 major techniques for Australian ODA in HIV/AIDS to Thailand; 1) Forming
partnership between the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) and related
Australian agencies from both public and private sectors including specialized Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) conducted in the TACHIN. After 2007, moreover, a consortium was
created between AusAID and NGOs in recipient country for the LTACHIN. 2) Building
Connection between involving actors, the Netherlands-Australia-Thailand, as in case of the
HIV-NAT. However, there is no financial aid from AusAID is granted to this program since its
activities are focus on clinical and laboratory practices as well as anti-HIV medicine experiments
in human beings that is a significantly sensitive issue in Australia.

On aid policy formulation, AusAID has its strength in scrutinized processes with many
involving actors. The consortium is also a good system because it is composed of various experts
who have been more skillful and specialized than politicians and public servants. Complexity of
the consortium, on the other hand, has also become weakness since it makes the procedure
unnecessary longer and complicated. In addition, the selection criteria for the consortium’s
members are also responsive to the public because the government is always questioned why it
chooses one or not. For the aid programs in Thailand, AusAID implementation sounds proper
because it mainly pursues coordination among specialists that mostly concentrate technically.
Because of its attention in specialists collaboration; likewise, AusAID evaluation methods are
generally effective. Nevertheless, the involvement of outside-agency evaluators to the programs
makes sometime conflicting ideas among HIV/AIDS specialist agencies and the AusAID since

their interests and priorities might be different.
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