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Abstract

The three most southern provinces in Thailand has been a longstanding area of conflict.

While peace negotiations between the Indonesian government and the Free Aceh Movement (GAM)

have resulted in the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 2005 ultimately ending

a three-decade long struggle for independence, many remain pessimistic that peace deal will occur

for the conflict the south of Thailand, at least in the near future. This research seecks to draw on the

lessons on peacemaking and peacebuilding from Aceh for the conflict in the three most southern

provinces of Thailand. First, it analyses the conditions conducive to peace negotiations in 2005

which include a number of factors such as context and actor transformation. It then explores peace

building in Aceh post-MoU including the processes of reintegration as well as fiscal and political

decentralization as part of the peace deal. Then, this study further investigates whether lessons

learned from the case of Aceh have any useful implications to the conflict in the three most southern

provinces Thailand.
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BRA
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DPR
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Dwifungsi

FORKAB

GAM

Golkar

HDC

JSC

MPR

NAD

Glossary

Aceh Monitoring Mission
Crisis Management Initiative

Cessation of Hostilities Agreement

Badan Reintegrasi-Damai Aceh w5 Aceh
Reintegration Board

Badan Rehabilitasi dan Rekonstruksi 5o The

Agency for the Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction of Aceh and Nias

Dewan Perwakilan Daerah 150 Regional
Representatives Council

Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat 3o People’s
Representative Council

Daerah Operasi Militer n5o Military
Operational Area

Dual function

Forum Komunikasi Anak Bangsa w3» Youth of
the Nation Forum

Gerakan Aceh Merdeka n3e the Free Aceh
Movement

Golongan Karya w3e The Party of the
Functional Groups

Henri Dunant Center

Joint Security Committee

Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat w50 People's
Consultative Assembly

] o o
Nanggroe Aceh Darussalam (Fo1duv999413a01

mxﬁ)



NKRI

PA

PD

PDI-P

PETA

Reformasi

SBY

SIRA

SMUR

TNI

Negara Kesatuan Republik Indonesia n5o The
Republic of Indonesia

Partai Aceh n3onssnouasy
Partai Demokrat 3o The Democratic Party

Partai Demokrasi Indonesia Perjuangan 1350
Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle

Pembela Tanah Air 1158 Defenders of the
Homeland

mslgzUnmsdiedlurrmddngAssugie 2540
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono

Sentral Informasi Referendum Aceh w30 the
Independent Acehnese Peoples' Voice

Solidaritas Mahasiswa untuk Rakyat 15
Student Solidarity for the People

Tentara Nasional Indonesia %3» Indonesian
National Armed Forces
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http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2003/07/05/ordinary-acehnese-primary-victims-war-aceh.html
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" Rizal Sukma, Security Operations in Aceh: Goals, Consequences, and Lessons, (Washington: East-
West Center, 2004), p.13

* 981911 BBC Online, ‘Aceh rebels sign peace agreement’, 15 August 2005,www.bbc.co.uk,
accessed 15 August 2005

* Edward Aspinall, The Helsinki Agreement: A More Promising Basis for Peace in Aceh?,

(Washington DC: East-West Center, 2005), p. 20
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Appendix 1

‘The Redeclaration of Independence of Acheh, Sumatra’ 4 December 1976:

To the peoples of the world:

We, the people of Acheh, Sumatra, exercising our right of self-determination, and
protecting our historic right of eminent domain to our fatherland, do hereby declare ourselves free
and independent from all political control of the foreign regime of Jakarta and the alien people of
the island of Java. Our fatherland, Aceh, Sumatra, had always been a free and independent
Sovereign State since the world begun....

However, when, after World War II, the Dutch East Indies was supposed to have been
liquidated--an empire is not liquidated if its territorial integrity was preserved--our fatherland,
Acheh, Sumatra, was not returned to us. Instead, our fatherland was turned over by the Dutch to the
Javanese--their mercenaries--by hasty fiat of former colonial owers. The Javanese are alien and
foreign people to us Achehnese Sumatrans. We have no historic, political, cultural, economic or

geographic relationship with them...."”

" Hasan di Tiro, The Price of Freedom: The Unfinished Diary of Tengku Hasan di Tiro, derived from

www.ohiou.edu, accessed 30 August 2003.
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