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ABSTRACT 

 

  This research “Legal Development and People Participation in the 

Management of Nuclear Power’s Problems in Japan: Lessons for Thailand” has aimed to 

study about nuclear power policy, related laws, and people participation in the use of 

nuclear power in Japan.  This information may be used to be a model and suggestion for 

Thai government to deal with the legal systematization and people participation, if it 

requires to seriously developing nuclear power in the future. 

  This study has been found that there have been 17 nuclear power plants 

across the country, which produce 30% of energy consumed in Japan and increase to 41% 

within 2015.  Thus, Japan plans to construct more nuclear power plants so as to decrease 

energy imported.  Additionally, the success of the use of nuclear power is based on 3 

following main factors. (1) Energy policy extremely emphasizes the use of nuclear power.  

While the political and social situation has changed, nuclear power development policy has 

been implemented steadily.  For public interest, Japan has carried out energy policy by 

aiming to the use of nuclear power, which is based on “3 Es” principle, e.g. Energy 

Security, Economic Growth and Environment Protection. (2) Law related to nuclear power 

has been developed comprehensively by truly covering and promoting nuclear power 

development.  Legislation and law enforcement concerning nuclear power policy have been 

very relative and effective especially Law on Compensation for Nuclear Damage and 

Electric Power Development Promotion Law.  And (3) people participation, by either 

supporting or opposing the construction of nuclear power plants, has actually been the way 

to give people any chance to take part in the nuclear power policy.  Japan has decided to 

take people participation approach by which no one model fits all.  The appropriate 

approach has relied on the strength and independence of local autonomy, the charismatic 

local and nation leader, and other related factors, which are Japan’s nuclear power policy, 

the cooperation between public and private sectors in the management of nuclear power, 

the advancement of nuclear technology from overseas and domestic private companies, the 

research and development of energy and other significant aspects, and the dissemination 

the knowledge about nuclear to youth and a lot of people.  

  In case of the progress of the construction of nuclear power plants in 

Thailand, there has been planned to construct 2 nuclear power plants in 2014-2020 in order 

to produce energy 2,000 MW to the system within 2020-2021.  The feasible station of 

nuclear power plants would be in Suratthanee, Nakhonsawan, KhonKaen, and Traad.  
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However, the problems and impediments of nuclear power development in Thailand are as 

follows. (1) Thai power policies are not clear and Thai government is not stable.  (2) Many 

drafts of Law dealing with nuclear do not cover and are not efficient enough.  (3) There 

have been inadequate specialized public agencies.  (4) People in affected area do not have 

any chance to take part in the study about the feasibility of the construction of power plants.  

And (5) there has been no method to promote the information, understanding and 

recognition about the importance of the construction of nuclear power plants.  

Consequently, the suggestions for the public agencies to develop nuclear power in the 

future are as follows.  (1) We have to continue nuclear power policy steadily and every part 

in our country should move forward the construction of nuclear power plants to be “National 

Agenda”.  (2) To accelerate to legislate about the responsibility from nuclear damage and 

the substitution for the local where the site of nuclear power plants are to gain the public 

acceptance.  (3) To strengthen local autonomy in order to have a power to negotiate with 

the state.  (4) To promote the information and understanding about the nuclear power 

plants to people particularly the security, and aim to implement the public relation and 

activities for people who live in the affected area. And also (5) to develop human resources 

who work about nuclear power such as Nuclear Technician, Nuclear Physician so as to 

supply efficient human resources for the nuclear power plants of Thailand in the future. 

 

 

   

 


