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Abstract
Project Code : RDG5230011
Project Title : Study on the Ratification Process of Thailand to the 1982 U.N. Convention on the
Law of the Sea
Investigators : Chumphorn Pachusanond (Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University)
Pornchai Danvivathana (Department of ASEAN Affairs , Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
Thamanit Sumuntrakul (Office of the Council of State)

Project Duration : June 2009 — March 2010

This research aims to promote public awareness regarding the ratification of the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. It offers the analytical summary of the
implementation of the rights and obligations under the 1982 Convention, particularly the advantages
and disadvantages of becoming party thereto. It also aims to assist Thailand in the preparation of its
ratification which could be made in 3 options, each of which has its own rationale, consistency,
procedures and advantages and disadvantages as opposed to the others. The ratification thereto
would be beneficial to Thailand as its maritime national interests would be properly safeguarded at
the international level and would allow Thailand to have a systematic law reform. Ratification thereto
could be made in different ways, one of which is to have in place an implementing legislation. This
could be made possible by way of enacting a new legislation or making amendments to the existing
laws. Just recently has a decision been made that the provisions of Article 310 of the Convention
could be invoked with a view to expediting ratification of Thailand the 1982 Convention. In any
event, amendments have to be made, which could be categorized into 11 groups. After due
consideration of the entire Convention was made, it was found that implementing laws relating to the
contiguous zone, the exclusive economic zone , the continental shelf, the high seas, the Area,
protection and conservation of the marine environment, marine scientific research , are needed. At
the same time, the provisions on the territorial seas, straits used for international navigation,
archipaelagic states, island regime, ice covered areas , technology transfer and development , and
dispute settlements (except for the recognition of bodies dealing with dispute settlement) need no
implementing legislation since they do not require Thailand as a coastal state to do so or Thailand
could observe such provisions without having to put in place for now any enabling legislation prior to
its ratification. All government agencies concerned are, therefore, encouraged to make amendments
to the respective laws under their responsibility so that the rights and obligations laid down in the
1982 Convention may be effectively implemented. In this light, consideration should be made to
international agreements Thailand has entered into with other countries with a view to incorporating
into relevant domestic laws, as necessary, only those beneficial to the country.

Keywords : Ratifications, UNCLOS 1982, U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea
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