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Pacdin Cunckaoum ad Ravwivwas Oromamases, CONSERVING VERNACULAR IDENTITY OF TUNGFABOD CATTLE MARKET 1
CHIANG MAI
-l L ‘r
o < \% b
ISACS 2009 ) L ‘
Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai University | |
>

Chiang Mai, Thailand

PROMOTING VERNACULAR IDENTITY OF TUNGFABOD CATTLE MARKET

CHIANG MAI

Fandin Ounchanum and Rawiwan Oranratmanes

Faculty of Architecture, Chiang Mai University

Abstract
Thiz paper explores Tungfabod cattle market Chiang Mai te find the vemacular identity and apply it to guidelinzs for
conserving and promoting the market for commumity tourizm. Integrated concepfs basad oo gualifative stdy are uwsed
including vernacular identity, environmental design and community fewrizm. According fo the finding:z, physical identbity
includes a central place and prime location; fransitional spaces that are flexible and wzer-rasponzive; diversity of zales; and
zpatial organization of rural way of lifs. Social identify includes hiztory of the market; transmizsion of market custom through
zenarations; long period of sales; thared space for locals and non-locals; warm zecial relationzhip; spatial marks by groups of
users; and existence of social space. The identity makes the market a zignificant nmwlti-finctional nede for moral and urban
economy, allowing miral peoples to exchangs their products and spend time together as wall as providing fovrizts an expseriznce
of mural markets. The syntheziz leads to comservation guidelines including: arranging mmlti-fonctional community cemter;
promotng vernacular environment; adding transitional spaces for recreation; managing diverzity; enclosing spaces for warm
atmoszphers; and cultivating pride of the history. Thiz research contributes both Imowledze and practical guidelinez for

conzerving and promoting vernacular markets to remain their identity through time and change.

Sustaining vernacular environment

The sustainability of vernacular enviromment has long
been addressed especially  about the impact of
influencing factors on the identity of wvernacular
environment worldwide. Through global stream of
changes vernacular environment has changed and some
have even disappeared. The disappearance of

vernacular identity affects the social and cultural valuas

which construct the identity of a place and brings about
cultural crisis  of the homogeneity of global

enviromment (Oliver P, 1997).

Roles of cattle market in agricultural society

In agricultural society caftle are dominant domestic

animals for wvarious purposes including as labor,

transportation and consumption. To exchange resources
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many communities worldwide have a  specific
marketplace for animal sales including ‘a  eattle

market”.

In Thailand a cattle market is usually established in
flocded-plain rice production area. The mdiment of
cattle markets in Thailand has started by farmers
bartering cattle and domestic products from home
(Chusith C, 1993). As a concept of marketplace
developed, cattle markets were established especially in
central locations of rice farming comnmnities and
thereby became a rural meeting place. For long a cattle
market played a direct role of a free-trading place
between farmers and local producers in a fair manner
without a ouddle man. As & cattle market 15 usually
appointed on weekends to allow buyers and sellers to
work during weekdays, 1t is perceived as a kind of
weekend market. Though major goods in cattle market
are cows and buffaloes, various consumer products are
asseciated in the market because cattle markets can
attract a oumber of sellers and buyers. A number of
visitors a day, both buvers and sellers, are more than
1,000 persons during 5-9 opening hours. Due to
extensive spatial requirement of amimal sales a cattle
market is usually large, being an important node for
farmers, merchants and lecal villagers. A cattle market
therefore performs function beyond cattle sales but to
all kinds of sales from factories, willages and
households as well as associated activities, making it a
central place for weskend mesting and a rural shopping

center.
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Cattle market is significant for both mral and wrban
regions of Thailand. In mural areas Thai farmers have
raised cattle to supplement their income; cattle markets
allow them a fair trading place. Meanwhile local meat
producers rely to some extent on cattle market as a
source of meat supplies for urban consumption Cattle
markets therefore have a role in supplementing income
for rural farmers whe need vear-round income dus to
unstable agricultural seasons as well as a feeder of rural

products to urban houssholds (Krabuansr K, 1958).

Situation of cattle market in Thailand

Social changes have brought about the decline of cattle
use in agricultural works due to varlous reasons
including the replacement of agricultural machinery,
the use of modern transport and the change of meat
supply system. These factors affect directly the demand
for cattle thus worsen the situation of cattle markets.
During the past decades the mumber cattle markets has
continzed closing down; the existing ones have
difficulties to sustain their businesses. MNearly 75% of
cattle markets have vanished in all regions of Thailand;
some turmed from catfle markets to common flea

markets and daily markets.

The loss of identity

The decline of cattle marketz im itz oumber and

identical characteristics raizes  the issue  about

conservation of vernacular idsntity of cattle market in

the changing context In many cases vernacular
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environment has already vanished and conservation was

about reinventing new enviromment from past
memories; this cannot recall the spirit and hastory of the
place. The conservation of cattle market 15 thersfore
urgent as the rate of change and closing down continues
to increase In this regard, there are predominant
gquestions to ask — what is vernacular identity of cattle
market and how to preserve it while the markets still

exist?

Objectives and methods

This paper aims at finding vemacular identity of

existing  catile markets through  the  detailed
mvestigation of a case of Tungfibod cattle market
Chiang Mai (Ounchamum P, 2009). The identity from
the research is then applied to eovironmental design
guidelines for conserving the cattle market for both
socio-economic use and community tourism.  The
research is based on a qualitative method of participant
observation including: 1) a physical survey of the
market of spaito-social use; 2) a temporal survey of
market hours and; and 3) interviews with the owner,
sellers and customers. The coding analysis of fieldwork
data draws the identity of the markst and the applied
envircnmental  design

design  theoriss  generats

guidelines of the market.

Conceptual theories

Predominantly the research (Ounchanmm P, 2009) is

based on the idea of vemacular identity (Oliver P,

2003). This concept looks at vernacular environment as

an environment that is made by and for ordinary people
who wuse the enwircmment in daily lives in their
distinguished ways. This concept provides the way to
lzok at & cattle market from vernacular pomt of views
so as to identify how the users create their space to fit
oeads in their own identical ways. Complementing to
the theory of vernacular concept is the applied design
coneept (Rapoport A4, 2006). This concept guides the
way to transform abstract ideas which, in this research
is the identity of cattle markets, to tangible design
guidelines for sustaining cattle markets for community

tourism.

Tungfabod cattle market Chiang Mai

Tungfabod cattle market is selected as a case study
because it is one of the existing cattle markets that still
mns well and can conserve its traditional characteristies
of rural markets. The market is 30 vear-old, and family-
owned and operated. It is the largest cattle markst in
Chiang Mai and the north. Sitwated on the Chiang Mai-
Hod Street not far from downtown Sanpatong the
market i5 a large 150-rai node of weekend market for
South and East districts and provinces of Cliang Mai.

From an overview Tungfabod can sustain its business
dus to a central location which is the one of the
common factors of successful marketplace. Its location
can aftract local farmers from Chiang Mai, Lampoon,
Lampang, Fhras, Man and Tak The history of the
market shows that the market was established by local
people who had a strong will to budd-up a fair moral
trading place. Through generations the market was run

by the same family who transmit the same family value
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in their market cperation and improvement. Likewise,
the sellers and buvers are those who have been loval to
the market through generations.

Physical survey

The phyvsical survey forms one of the major parts of
data collection. It iovolves the process of producing a
baseline map from an aeral photograph and
complementing by & detailed ground survey to derive
an accurate map for recording field data. This map is
then used for surveying the spatial orgamization of the
market and recording the temporal changes during the
market hours.

A physical survey reveals that the market is organized
wformally inte several zones. These zones are
particularly identified by physical determinants and
social determinants. In terms of physical, it is arranged
by fypes of goods, building structures, building
materials, ages of development and some other minor
factors. The spatial amangement 15 oot fixed in
boundary; rather it flows spontaneously along the site
which makes the vernacular atmosphers. The most
crowded zone is in the consumer product and fresh food
because meost shoppers are women gathering for
chatting and shopping and the rows are relatively

narrower than other zones.
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The spatial arangement of the market responds strictly
to several factors and the most obwvious one is
orientation. These include laying out  buildings
according to the direction to the sun, trees, shades,
light, ventilation, smell and dirt. As is evidenmt the
animal zone is by the back which is located under the
wind and thus can use the back-sided access. Most
stalls respond to tree shades thus having two layers of
roof: one is a roof structure or umbrella and the other is
tree shading. Similarly, natural setting of the stalls and
trees highlight a natural atmosphere of rural market
place. This peint is similar to the aestheties of
vernacular as highlight is literature that vernacular

grows according to natural contexts (Oliver P, 1997).

The other determiner of spatial arrangement is the
general mules of marketing competition including
access, comnectivity, location and zomes. Mosily the
stalls locate towards the front aceess, near major rows,
connect to activity areas and group together according
to similar product types. This arrangement is informally
identified by the sellers from the first time they came.
This informal arrangement creates vamious groups of
sales by the sellers and later perceived by the buyers.

In terms of social factors it is observable that the market
is explicitly divided by gender. Mostly men occupy
space at the back which is for an animal sale and a
hobby zone while women cccupy consumer products
and food services. Both genders share space in the
transition which is the food service zone. This zone is
apparently a space for all especially during lunch times.
During different time of observation thers are social

activities taking place in different locations inside the
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market. It appears that the market place does not
perform 2 single function, rather a space that changes
according to wsers’ spatial, social and economic needs,
simular to the idea of vernacular environment found in

the literature (Oranratmanee B, 2009).

Temporal survey of the market reveals that the market
hours are relatively long, compared to most weekend
markets. The market starts as early as 2 o’clock in the
morming and continees to 2 o'clock in the afternoon As
an open market, the market mns in relation fto
comfortable time zone of the day to avoid heat from
sunlight. The most crowded fime is during 7-10 when
the sun is not strong; by noon most stalls start to close

and by 2pm the market turns to an empty ground.

Interviews

The other major data collection 15 from interview with
owner, sellers and customers. The data from this part
reveals the history, ides, and identity of the market
from the view of users. The history shows how the
miarket was established by a famly who would like to
create a community market for both socio-sconomic
reasons. Since the start the market had closed down
once, similar to other closed-down cattle markets yet it
re-opensd again by the son of the same owner. With the
strong will and conmmunity spirit, the market turned
itself back to business and expandad its area for nearly
10 times.

The interviews with sellers showed that the market is
operated in a form of a family business. The fees are

fair and the rules are not strict. The owner lets the
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sellers determine their space use and most sellers have
been with the markst for generations. In the market
thers are the network of friends, lan and relatives
getting together for economic activities as well as social

relations.

Interviews with customers reveal their profiles that the
customers 10 cattle market are both locals and tourists.
Many tourists have heard of the caftle market and
would like to see the rural way of life. MMost customers
are local people coming weekly to monthly, Their
imterests are vaned and their walking routes expand

over the market arsa.

Triangulation

The survey and interviews have identified several
identical characteristics that make Tungfibod market a
sustainable cattle market In terms of physical, the
space use and arrangement produces a warmed and
rzlaxed atmosphers while the contextual arrangement is
respect to environment, needs and uses. The existence
of trees and the use of vernacular construction materials
highlight rural stmospheres found commeoenly i rural
villages, which is fond by locals and tourists. Spatial
marks, divisions of zones, layers of activities and
transitional areas play roles in diversifying uses and

providing linkages for differsnt uses and users.

Sumilarty social characteristies of the market play part
in creating the social idemtity of rural market The
owner's conumunity spirts and strong will; the kinship

atmospheres; the gensrosity of people; the existence of

rural activities and life ways and the spatio-social
arrangement by gender, age and interests highlight the
identity of the market, being one of the reasons why
Tungfabod has been a regular marketplace for most

customers.

Econommic aspects of cattle sales along with diversity of
goods and services create econonue idenfity of
Tungfabod market Location and access of the market
may be the prime success factors but the cattle sales are
still the “brand name’ of the market. During weskend
most communities have weskend markets but the only
cattle marksts in the South-East of Chiang Mai is still
the identity of Tungfabod. This brand name aftracts
sellers of various types of products, buyers and tourists.

The findings about the identity of Tungfabod confirm
that multi-dimensional characteristics of the market
create identity to vernacular environment of Tungfabod
caftle market. The identity perceived as the quality and
the brand of this market helps sustain the market
through time and change. The synthesis of the case of
Tungfabod market can  provide  lessons  and
envirommental design guidelines for other vemacular
markats.

Swynthesizing vernacular identity to design

guidelines of Tungfabod market

For environmental plaoning, the concepts and ideas
about the place 15 one of the valuable inputs for design.
Rapopaort (2008) states that most designs that are based
on  wvernacular  concepts  wsually  impose  key

characteristics to new design; merely he considers it a
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copving process (Figure 2, Top). He suggests that
vemnacular design should come from an analytical
process of vernacular characteristics and generalize the

ideas from the process to principles and mechanisms.
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Figura 2 Applied dasizn concept (Rapoport A, 2008)

Using a design theory as a tool to interpret concepts, the
puidelines for promoting vemnacular idenfity of
Tungfabod catfle market for community tourism wers
established. These guidelines include the maintenance
of vernacular atmospheres both physically, socially and
economically. Physically mural markets should be close
to ground and natral atmospherss and respond directly
to nature, orentation and matural ventilation Spatial
arrangement should be made so as to remain a relaxed
atmosphere by having sellers and buyers determine the
use of space rather than fully assigning zones for them.
The diversity of space use should take into account of
diversity of stalls, goods, sellers and bwyers; the
specific needs should be maintained to provide space
for diversified uses and users. Community area should
be added to make the market responding more to social
and cultural activities while being an economic node for
mral farmers and wvillagers. Economically the cattle
sales should still be a highlight and the main activity

while other comsumer products are supplementary. In

this case there should be a control over the proportion
of product types.

The above guidelines pinpeint the major characteristics
for conservation which can be used for both cattle
markets and other types of vemacular markets. In
conserving the vernacular atmosphere the development
should be gradual so as to allow the market to grow
naturally and spontanscusly to fit in with the ongoing

neads.

The future of cattle market in Chiang Mai

and Thailand

The decline of cattle markets in Thailand addresses
several issues. It points out that the cattle markets are
losing of sense of place as well as identity. To identify
their identity makes explicit the major characteristics
that should be conserved, and to apply the findings of
identity to design guidelines suggests the practical ways
of improvement. This paper briefly summarizes the

above process.

In many ways cattle markets have performed socio-
economic functions for agricultural communities. Like
agricultural  commmunities  worldwide,  however,
adaptation to modernization has brought in changes to
vernacular environment. The means by which catile
miarkets could maintain their positions in present day
context is to conserve its vernacular environment for
and

both tourism and commumity (Sarobol S

Songpomwanich 5, 2003).
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Tungfabod cattle markst may be the identical case that
survives due fo its own chamactenstics including
location, size, age, atmosphere and roles of owners,
sellers and buyers but the findings about the case study
15 worthwhile for other traditional markets who wish to
follow the method of identifving identity and apply it to
guideline for conservation and improvement The
method can be used not only by cattle market study but
for other types of markets and eoviromments. Its
application exemplifies tangible results of finding
ghstract ideas about identity and thersby applyving to
practical recomumendation thus providing
methodological approach for envirenmental stdy.

The study of spatio-social-economic relationship in the
context of cattle market opens door to the study of
multi-dimensional relationship in the built environment.
It relates to architecture, eovironmental behavior,
planning and management, social, anthropelogical and

economic studies.
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