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The 1664 Siamese-Dutch Treaty and its significance
in Siamese history of the Ayutthaya period

Dhiravat na Pombejra

The Document
Treaty and Alliance of Peace concluded and made between His Majesty
the King of Siam of the one part, and the Honourable Pieter de Bitter,
Commissioner acting for and in behalf of the Honourable Joan Maatsuycker,
Governor-General, and the Council of India of the other part, and such in virtue
of the Power vested in them by the States-General of the United Netherlands
over the United East India Company in the East

Concluded on 22 August 1664

The Dutch text

Sources:

Nationaal Archief, The Hague: VOC 1248 (“Overgekomen brieven” series,
1665), folios 2721-2726; J.E. Heeres and F.W. Stapel (eds.), Corpus
Diplomaticum Neerlando-Indicum (The Hague: KITLV, 1907-1955), Volume Il
(1650-1675), pp. 280-285; J. Van der Chijs (ed.), Dagh-Reqister gehouden int
Casteel Batavia vant passerende daer ter plaetse als over geheel Nederlandts-
India Anno 1664 (Batavia and The Hague: Landsdrukkerij and M. Nijhoff, 1893),
pp. 523-526.
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English translation

Source:

George Vinal Smith, The Dutch in Seventeenth-Century Thailand (De Kalb:
University of Northern lllinois Center For Southeast Asian Studies, 1977), pp.
138-142, taken from Ministry of Foreign Affairs — Siam, State Papers of the
Kingdom of Siam 1664-1886 (London: Ridgeway, 1886).

Thai translation

Source:

Fine Arts Department, Banthuek ruang samphanthamaitri rawang prathet thai
kab nana prathet nai sattawat thi 17, Volume 2, tr. Pairoj Kesmankij (Bangkok,

1970).

Analysis

1. The historical context of the 1664 Treaty

The 22 August 1664 Treaty was concluded because relations between
the royal court of Ayutthaya and the Dutch United East India Company (VOC)
had broken down. Each side, especially the Dutch, wanted more clarity about
what it could expect from the other. The relations between Ayutthaya and the
VOC had begun to deteriorate in the early 1660s. The major short term causes
of this crisis were as follows: the capture of a Siamese junk in the South China
Sea by the VOC vessel the Rode Hert, the consequent hostile actions against the
Dutch in Ayutthaya instigated by “Moor” and Chinese elements at King Narai’s
court, and Dutch anger at Siamese trade with their enemy Zheng Chenggong

(“Coxinga”), the Chinese Ming loyalist warlord who took over Taiwan in 1662

& ooo BNETRALY: FIINF5LUTETRARS N o
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and drove the Dutch out.

The seizure of the Siamese junk by the Rode Hert was significant in that
the junk carried cargo of precious aromatic eaglewood belonging to a Persian
official at the court of Siam, Okphra Sinaowarat. It was bound for Canton. The
Siamese court obviously saw it as tantamount to robbing a Siamese crown junk.
The VOC claimed that the junk was flying the Portuguese flag, and was
therefore considered to be an enemy ship.2

Siamese attempts to obtain compensation from the VOC were
accompanied by pressure applied on the Dutch in Ayutthaya through threatening
actions initiated by their rivals at the court of Ayutthaya. A close watch was
kept on the Dutch settlement in Ayutthaya, and the Dutch (as well as the
Portuguese and the Japanese) were forbidden on pain of death to assemble
together or to communicate.  Worse was to follow. At the instigation of the
Persian official Abd’ur Razzaqg (Okya Phichit) and the Chinese — presumably led
by their harbour master Okphra Siphiphat, a large armed crowd of 800 Chinese
went to surround the Dutch settlement, instilling in the residents of that
kampong considerable terror. These Chinese were apparently the followers of
Zheng Chenggong, and had threatened to cut off the ears and noses of the

Dutch, as the Zheng had very recently done to the Dutch when they took Fort

" See George Vinal Smith, The Dutch in Seventeenth-Century Thailand (De Kalb, 1977),
pp.36-41; Dhiravat na Pombejra, “The Dutch-Siamese Conflict of 1663-1664: A
Reassessment” in Leonard Blussé (ed.), Around and About Formosa (Taipei, 2003),
pp.291-306.

2 Nationaal Archief (National Archives, The Hague — henceforth “NA”), VOC 1240, Van
Rijck to G-G, 22 Feb. 1662, s.289-310; Poolvoet to G-G, 20 Oct. 1662, f.1177;
Instructions for Poolvoet from Van Rijck, 10 Oct. 1662, f.1326.
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Zeelandia on Taiwan.”

The loss of Taiwan to Zheng Chenggong, and the overall competition from
Chinese traders in the trade of Siam, especially the deerskins trade, fuelled
Dutch resentment of the Siamese court. The Chinese were able to work in a
more flexible manner than the VOC, incurring fewer overhead costs. Their
competition in the animal skins trade, for example, irked the Dutch considerably,
partly because the VOC was supposed to have an export monopoly on
deerskins, cowhides, and buffalo skins granted to it by King Prasatthong in 1646.
To add salt to the wound, King Narai welcomed the envoys of Zheng
Chenggong, the nemesis of the Dutch, and the Siamese crown was sending
animal skins to sell in Taiwan.”

Another longer term cause of the conflict, again on the commercial front,
was the competition from junks of the Siamese crown in the Japan trade. Along
with the Chinese, from the mid-1630s onwards the Dutch were the
beneficiaries of the Tokugawa shogunate’s sakoku policy limiting trade and
travel into and out of Japan. They were not at all pleased by the reentry of
Sino-Siamese shipping through the backdoor, so to speak, for Siamese crown

junks (almost exclusively manned by Chinese) resumed trading at Nagasaki from

° NA, VOC 888, Instructions for De Bitter, 21 June 1664, fs.183-184; VOC 1240, Van
Rijck’s Report, 3 Nov. 1662, fs.1429 & verso, 1488-1490.

* Bhawan Ruangsilp, Dutch East India Company Merchants at the Court of Ayutthaya:
Dutch Perceptions of the Thai Kingdom c.1604-1765 (Leiden, 2007), p.21; NA, VOC
1240, Instructions to Poolvoet from Van Rijck, 10 Oct. 1662, {s.1320-1339; Van Rijck’s
Report, 3 Nov. 1662, f5.1489-1490.
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the 1650s onwards.

The above factors led the VOC to order its chief in Ayutthaya, Enoch
Poolvoet, to close its factory in Siam and leave the country. This was to be done
without the Siamese court’s knowledge. Two Dutch ships, the Hoogcaspel and
the Elsenburgh, were to be sent to cruise the mouth of the Chao Phraya River,
and the sea between the Bar of Siam and the Samaesan — Sattahip area. This
blockade, or partial blockade, lasted from 8 November 1663 till mid- February
1664, and was the main reason why a treaty between Siam and the VOC was
necessary.6

There were other historical contexts and factors involved in the drafting of
the 1664 treaty. The so-called picnic incident of December 1636 and its
aftermath left the Dutch Governor-General and Council at Batavia deeply
dissatisfied. The drunken and disorderly conduct of two VOC seamen during a
picnic in Ayutthaya led to almost every VOC employee being sentenced to
death. The acting chief of the VOC office, Jeremias van Vliet, had to give
presents to various dignitaries, and to apologise abjectly, before King
Prasatthong relented. As a trade off, the Dutch had to promise to obey Siamese
laws and be under the authority of the Siamese minister of the treasury and

foreign affairs (the phrakhlang or kosathibodi minister).7 But after the picnic

> See Nagazumi Yoko, “Ayutthaya and Japan: Embassies and Trade in the Seventeenth
Century” in Kennon Breazeale (ed.), From Japan to Arabia: Ayutthaya’s Maritime
Relations with Asia (Bangkok, 1999), pp.98-99.

° NA, VOC 1246, Poolvoet’s Report, 31 March 1664, {s.345-360; Dhiravat, “Dutch-
Siamese Conflict”, pp.297-300.

" For the text of the Van Vliet journal recording the picnic incident, see Chris Baker et al.

(eds.), Van Vliet’s Siam (Chiang Mai, 2005), pp.37-88.
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incident, the Dutch lost any trust they ever had in the people responsible for the
enforcement of Siamese law, and wished to obtain autonomy in juridical matters
from the Siamese authorities. This attitude towards the administration of
Siamese justice was clearly evident in the written works of Van Vliet himself.
The Governors-General had asked for VOC autonomy in judicial matters, but to
no avail.”

Another persistent problem in Dutch-Siamese relations throughout the
seventeenth century was the future of children born of VOC employees and
“native women” (inlandse vrouwen), after the departure of their fathers from
Siam. These VOC employees tended to want a Christian upbringing for their
children (as opposed to a “heathenish” one), while the Siamese authorities were
reluctant to allow any children born of people under the King of Siam’s authority
to leave the country.9 This was to be a minor context in the negotiations leading
to the conclusion of the 1664 Treaty.

The Treaty of 22 August 1664 was concluded by the King of Siam (or by
the phrakhlang on behalf of the King) and the Dutch commissioner Pieter de
Bitter (on behalf of the VOC). De Bitter travelled to Siam especially for this
purpose. The Siamese court had sent an envoy, Khun Thip Chula, to Batavia
before this, with a document addressed to Governor-General Maetsuycker
containing several points for further discussion.

1. The salient clauses of the Treaty

° Smith, The Dutch, p.39.

° For a fuller discussion, see Dhiravat na Pombejra, “VOC Employees and their
Relationships with Mon and Siamese Women: A Case Study of Osoet Pegua” in Barbara
Watson Andaya (ed.), Other Pasts (Honolulu, 2000), esp. pp.206-213.

" Dagh-Register..Batavia...1664, 12 & 16 Feb. 1664 entries, pp.36-40, 42-45,
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Although entitled “Treaty and Alliance of Peace”, this treaty was first and
foremost about trade, or more specifically the rights of the Dutch East India
Company to conduct “free” trade in Siam. This can be seen from clauses 3 and
4 of the treaty, the second clause stipulating that the VOC was to have “perfect
freedom to carry on trade in Siam [Ayutthaya], Ligor, Ujung Salang [Phuket],
and all other places and countries belonging to the King’s dominions, none
excepted, and to deal in all such goods or merchandise as may be had at any of
those places, and of whatever nature they may be, without any reservation, in
such a manner as the Honourable Company may deem expedient.”

If the above clause was a platitude expressing the Company’s objective in
trade, the third clause more specifically stated that the Dutch were to be given
full freedom to “negotiate, deal, and correspond with all persons, no matter
what rank they occupy, ... without, as has happened before, being interfered
with either directly or indirectly by anybody, whosoever he may be”. If this was
an attempt to break free from enforced trade with the king’s factors through the
system of royal warehouses then it did not work. Right up till the end of their
time in Ayutthaya the Dutch had to deal with the royal warehouses rather than
directly with private merchants when selling their goods, such as Indian textiles,
and buying Siamese merchandise such as sapanwood, eaglewood, or ivory.

Given that one of the key issues which led to the Dutch-Siamese crisis of
1663-1664 was the Siamese court’s laxity in enforcing the VOC’s export
monopoly on animal skins, especially deerhides, it was natural that clauses 6
and 11 should be about the regulation of this trade. The Company wanted to
confirm that it “shall have forever the sole and exclusive right to export all cow
and deer-hides that may be had in Siam, excluding all other merchants...and His
Majesty the King shall be bound to use all means to support the Honourable

Company in the exercise of this right.”
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King Narai’s continuing interest in sending deerskins to sell in Japan made
clause 11 necessary. The Dutch were willing to part with a certain amount of
hides, but the emphasis in the wording of this clause is on the VOC holding
monopoly rights in the export of cow- and deerskins.

The two most important clauses in this Treaty, however, were the one
ceding judicial autonomy to employees of the VOC in Siam (clause 8), and the
one excluding the Chinese from serving on the King of Siam’s ships on their
eastward voyages (clause 5). The Chinese were forbidden from manning the
king’s junks “bound for Japan, Cochin China, Tonkin, and other places, none
excepted,” and even vessels going to the king’s own lands such as Kui or Ligor
were not to carry Chinese. Furthermore, the VOC wanted the king to prevent
any Chinese from going on vessels into “the interior of the country”.

The “extra-territorial rights” clause was the one given most attention to in
earlier discussions of the Treaty. This was because it seemed to be a pre-echo
of the unequal treaties that Siam in the reign of King Mongkut had to conclude
with various western powers. The seventeenth century, however, did not yet
know the phrase “extra-territorial rights”. Looked at in historical context, this
clause was the natural result of VOC dissatisfaction with what it saw as the
Siamese court’s arbitrary use of law, vividly exemplified by tribulations suffered
by VOC employees during the picnic episode of 1636. But a vital difference
between this clause and the nineteenth century extra-territorial rights given to
Western powers was the limited scope of the 1664 Treaty. It applied solely to
the VOC employees in Siam - a very small number at any given time. In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries there was no question of European
nations” Asian “subjects” complicating the issue.

The clause forbidding Chinese to serve on the King of Siam’s junks sailing

east was what worried and aggrieved King Narai most in 1664. If adhered to,
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this clause would have emasculated Siamese maritime trade to China, Japan,
Taiwan, and Manila. By allowing the Siamese to send ships to Macau, Canton,
and Manila (places maintaining “friendly relations” with the Company) in clause
13, the Dutch were probably hoping that the Siamese would not have been able
to carry on trade to these places anyway, without the vital participation of the
Chinese in their shipping expeditions.

For all the problems between the Dutch and the Siamese court, the 1664
Treaty was also concluded to cement “alliance and friendship” between them.
By clauses 15 and 16 in the treaty, both Siamese and VOC authorities were to
offer assistance to ships and merchants of the other side in case they
encountered problems while on a trading voyage. Although the Dutch adhered
to the terms of clause 15, the money they lent to the King of Siam’s
ambassador to Persia at Surat was to lead to acrimony between the Siamese
court and the VOC (see below).

The future of mestizo children was partly resolved through negotiation by
De Bitter and the Siamese court. An agreement was reached, though it has not
been included in the published texts of the treaty. The clause appears in the
Batavia dagreqister entry which includes the Treaty text. It was also mentioned
in a contemporaneous English documnent.” From then onwards, the Dutch were
to be allowed to take out of Siam children born of Dutch fathers and “native”
mothers if these children were younger than seven years old.” In other words,

the child would not have reached puberty or tonsure age. Looked at from a

" William Turner & Council at Bantam to EIC in London, 8 May 1666, in Anthony
Farrington and Dhiravat na Pombejra (eds.), The English Factory in Siam 1612-1685
(London, 2007), Vol. I, pp.357-358.

k Dagh-Register... Batavia ... 1664, 30 Nov. 1664, p.526.

& ooo BNETRALY: FIINF5LUTETRARS N o



oo HAUBNEYYINUIN — AR A.F. oo

Siamese point of view, this agreement accorded with the Ayutthaya state’s
extreme reluctance to let any adult subject of the King of Siam leave the country
on account of the importance of manpower to the traditional Siamese polity.

2. The effects of the Treaty

On a general level, the Siamese court became more fearful and
apprehensive towards the Dutch. Batavia concluded that the Siamese had
agreed to the terms of the 1664 Treaty “out of fear and awe of the Company’s
might and Weopons”.13 The Siamese court’s pride (especially the king’s) was
hurt. According to Enoch Poolvoet, King Narai wanted to renegotiate the Treaty
very quickly partly because the Siamese were a “proud nation”, unused to
being dictated to. King Narai had told the Dutch through his phrakhlang minister
that by the signing of the Treaty his honour or esteem had been much
lessened.

The most obvious short-term effect of this Treaty was the attempt of King
Narai to revise or renegotiate the clause concerning the use of Chinese seamen
on his junks. A king with trading interests all over Asia, he was definitely
disturbed by the possibility of the treaty stopping all his maritime trade
eastwards, especially the lucrative Japan and China markets. In late 1664 a
Siamese embassy was sent to Batavia to settle the matter of Chinese serving on
the Siamese crown ships.

The Dutch had all along refused to accept the Siamese court’s
explanation that the Chinese living in Siam were long-term residents and

subjects of His Majesty the King of Siam (as opposed to being subjects of

h NA, VOC 889, G-G to Poolvoet, 25 April 1665, {.96.
" NA, VOC 1249, Poolvoet to G-G, 2 Dec. 1664, f.121; Dagh-Register...Batavia...1664,
30 Nov. 1664 entry, pp.525-526.

& ooo BNETRALY: FIINF5LUTETRARS N o



5999 4 TANINTS eo/e

“Coxinga” or the Manchu Emperor). The phrakhlang minister had tried to
explain to the Dutch that thousands of Chinese living in the kingdom were the
King of Siam’s subjects, having married Siamese women. Also, it was wrong to
classify all Chinese living in Siam as Zheng adherents.””  These explanations
continued to fall on deaf ears. The most the VOC could offer was to lend the
services of a Dutch steersman in the Siamese journeys to Japan or China. This
was experimented with on a crown junk’s journey to Japan in 1665, but did not
work, because the Dutch steersman lent to the Siamese could do little with the
leaky ship put at his disposal, and had eventually to abandon the whole
voyoge.16

The clause which was designed to limit King Narai’s overseas trading
ventures, however, did not result in any permanent damage to Siamese
maritime trade. Within a few years the Siamese crown junks were going to
Nagasaki again, manned largely by Chinese (or Sino-Siamese) seamen and
pilots. Indeed, as early as 1666 it was reported that King Narai had sent a junk
to Japan manned by Siamese, “Moors”, “Lascars”, and “short-haired Chinese”
(Chinese mestizos born in Siam). The ethnicity of later crews was, according to

, : 17 . :
Japanese records, predominantly Chinese.  Sino-Siamese junks were to carry

on trading with Japan till the early eighteenth century, while the trade contacts

15

NA, VOC 1248, De Bitter's Report, 24 Nov. 1664, {s.2688-2689; Dagh-
Register...Batavia... 1664, 30 Nov. 1664 entry, pp.525-526.
° NA, VOC 1253, Poolvoet to G-G, 26 Oct. 1665, fs.1833-1838.
" NA, VOC 1257, Poolvoet to G-G, 31 Oct. 1666, f.755; Poolvoet to G-G, 20 Jan. 1666,
f.749; Yoneo Ishii (tr. & ed.), The Junk Trade from Southeast Asia: Translations from the
Tésen Fusetsu-gaki, 1674-1723 (Singapore, 1998), esp. the translated documents on

Siamese shipping to Nagasaki.
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with China took off again in the 1680s and climaxed in the eighteenth century.

The clause which gave extra-territorial rights to the Dutch avant la lettre
does not seem to have come into use at all during the post-1664 years. The
phrakhlang minister continued to oversee the affairs of all foreigners in
Ayutthaya, and dealt with any disputes that arose. Perhaps because the Dutch
did not get into the kind of trouble that they did in December 1636 again there
was no need to invoke the 1664 TrecJty.18

The clause concerning mutual help for ships stranded or wrecked led to
instances of the Dutch helping Siamese stranded in foreign lands, but also to a
dispute. Always mindful of their status and situation in Siam, the Dutch were
willing to go to considerable lengths to please the king and the court. The VOC
therefore generally helped in the safe dispatch home of stranded Siamese. For
example, the surviving envoys of the Siamese embassy to Portugal were taken
home to Siam on VOC vessels. In the late 1670s the Siamese court sent an
embassy (led by a Persian official at the Siamese court) to the court of Shah
Sulaiman the Safavid. On its return from Persia the ship on which the embassy
was travelling was stranded at Surat and had to be extensively repaired. The
EIC and VOC both lent money to the envoy for this purpose, and the debts
incurred were huge. The Siamese court refused to acknowledge the debt when
the VOC asked for repayment, claiming that the envoy had no authority to
borrow such a large amount of money without Ayutthaya’s cxpprovol.19 This
dispute between the Siamese and the VOC was, with a few other factors,
instrumental in souring relations between the two parties again in the early to

mid-1680s.

© George Vinal Smith, The Dutch, pp.39-40.
b George Vinal Smith, The Dutch, p.43; Dhiravat, “Dutch-Siamese Conflict”, p.303.
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3. Long-term significance of the Treaty

The key significance of the 1664 Treaty in Siamese history lay in the
imposition of terms by a foreign power on the Siamese court through a legal
document. The 1664 Treaty was the model for a subsequent treaty between
Siam and the VOC. The 1688 treaty, concluded at the very beginning of King
Phetracha’s reign, was almost exactly identical with the 1664 treaty. The
additional clauses included one that confirmed the export monopoly in Ligor
(Nakhon Si Thammarat) tin which King Narai had granted to the Company in the
early1670s. Thus the VOC was content to reaffirm its monopolies and its legal
rights in Siam. By 1688 the clause excluding the Chinese from manning the
king’s ships no longer had any effect on Siamese eastward shipping and, as
Bhawan Ruangsilp points out, violations of Dutch commercial privileges in Siam
continued undbated.””

Later treaties between Ayutthaya and the Dutch in 1709 and 1754 were
very specific to the commercial and political situation of those times.”" Indeed,
this limited, pragmatic, predominantly commercial scope was characteristic of
Dutch dealings with Ayutthaya. As Bhawan succinctly summarises about the
Dutch-Siamese crisis of 1663-1664 and the Treaty, “this episode should be
seen as a limited conflict with a limited goal, in which the VOC used force as a
means to strengthen its position in the trade between Siam and East Asia.””

The cession of what were later to be called extra-territorial rights to the
Dutch in 1664 could also be said to be a harbinger of things to come in Siam’s

relations with the West. There may not have been any direct use of the 1664

2 Bhawan, Dutch East India Company Servants, p.22.
' See Bhawan, Dutch East India Company Servants, pp.23-25.
2 Bhawan, Dutch East India Company Servants, pp.21-22.
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Treaty on the part of the Western powers in the mid-nineteenth century, but the
issues which bothered and concerned the Europeans in the seventeenth century

became even more of an issue in the nineteenth century. Along with the

’ 113 ’ 113

natives’ “heathenish” beliefs, the rulers’ “despotic” power (as seen in the
arbitrary exercise of justice) was to serve as justification for Western conquest or
voluntary “westernisation” in Asia.

If one considers historiography as being as important as the “events” of
history, then the 1664 Treaty had deep repercussions on the way historians
looked at Thai history of the Ayutthaya period. * The interpretation of the 1664
treaty (and the Dutch blockade which immediately preceded it) as Dutch
aggression against Siam leading to the implementation of King Narai’s “balance
of power” foreign policy has dominated historical discourse for almost a century,
since the days of W.A.R. Wood, and continues to be enshrined in textbooks. The
most commonly accepted interpretation was that King Narai had to find a
counterbalance to Dutch aggression and ambition by using the English, then the
French, as a counterpoise to VOC power in the region. Since the 1970s,
however, historians such as George Vinal Smith have pointed out that Dutch-
Siamese relations were fairly good throughout much of the period between1665
and1680.” Looked at this way, the “balance of power” interpretation seems

anachronistic, somewhat like looking at the seventeenth century through a filter

lens coloured by perceptions of the age of High Imperialism.

* For a detailed discussion, see Dhiravat, “Dutch-Siamese Conflict”, pp.301-306.

* George Vinal Smith, The Dutch, pp.40-41.
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on. H15LANTINY (Textual criticism)
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[p. 220]

El Rey de malaca nam tem nenhm socorro por terra, mao nem boom,
somente el Rey de pdo, que he seu amigo, e casa agora huma sua filha com
hum seu filho principe, e em terra deste, v&o por mar e por terra em cinquo
dias per a banda do sul, e he muito pequeno rey de muito pouca gente; por
mar nam tem nenhum tanto seu amigo que por ele faca nada ; e tem gerra
com el Rey de siom, que tem muita terra e gente, e muitos portos de mar,
aimda que sam avydos por homens muito fracos : este Rey de he cafre, e
avera daquy a suas terras XXX legoas, e antre ele e malaqua esta el Rey
de pdo, tambem tem gera por mar com el Rey da Ru, que he mouro, a que
ha muito grande medo porque lhe da muito grande apresam, e a terra deste
esta na ilha de ¢camatra, e agora nos dixeram que era desconcertado com el
Rey de Jaua, que vem sobre ele daquy a sete ou oyto mezes com muitos
nauyos pera lhe tomar este porto, porem a terra destes todos he de tanta

froquezo a meu paracer que nunca chegorom a concrusam.
lp.221]

Malaqua he hla terra tam esterylle, que de sua colheita nam tem
nenhla mercadarya, nem mantymento. E os lugares d onde lhe vem sam
estes, saber : Java e Bengala Pegua e Cunda ; e de Siam lhe soe tambem

vyr muito, e por caso da gerra lhe o.....
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[p.24]

Capitulo XXXV - 35

Como Duarte Fernandes e os chins que levava em sua
companhia chegaram a cidade de Udia onde o rei de Sido estava
e |lhe deu o recado que levava do grande Afonso de Albuquerque

e do embaixador que |he o rei mandou

Partido Duarte Fernandes de Malaca em companhia dos dois capitdes
chins com recado do grande Afonso de Albuquerque para o rei de Sido, como
atrds fica dito, em poucos dias atravessaram & outra banda e chegaram &
boca de um rio grande que vai ter & cidede de Udid, na qual o rei de Sido
estava ; e como soube que ali era chegada gente estrangeira, mandou 1& um
capitdo com duzentas lanchas saber que gente era e donde vinha. Chegado
0 capitdo ao porto onde os chins estavam, perguntou a Duarte Fernandes a
qgue vinha e quem o mandava. Ele Ihe disse que era mensageiro de um
grande capitdo de el-rei de Portugal, o qual ficava em Malaca com uma
grande armada e que era vindo ali por seu mandado visitar o rei de Sido e
trazer-lhe uma carta sua. Sabido isto, mandou o capit@o dizer ao rei a gente
que era e a que a vinha, que lhe mandasse dizer o que nisso queria que
fizesse. O rei, pela noticia que j& tinha da chegada de Afonso de
Albuquerque a Malaca, folgou muito de saber que o mensageiro era seu a
mandou ao capit@o que lho levasse logo. Chegado este recado do rei o
capit@o se embarcou nas lanchas com Duartes Fernandes e os capit@es chins
e foram-se pelo rio acima até & cidade e, como desembarcaram, o capit@o

com toda sua gente levou Duartes Fernandes ao paco onde o rei estava
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esperando em uma sala grande, armada toda de brocados e alcatifada de
mui ricas alcatifas; o qual estava sentado em uma cadeira alta, vestido ao
modo dos Chins e junto com ele de uma parte e da outra da sala, todas suas
mulheres e filhas sentadas, vestidas de brocados e panos de seda, com
muitas joias de ouro e de pedraria, e dali para baixo outras muitas mulheres
honradas, vestidas do mesmo teor, que era coisa muito para ver. As
mulheres desta terra sdo um pouco bagas e porém mui fomasas e estavam
também ali todos os principais senhores da terra mui bem vestidos. Entrado
Duarte Fernandes na sala, fez sua cortesia ao rei ao modo des gentios e
chegou a ele e deu-lhe a carta de Afonso de Albuquerque e a espada, que o
rei re [p.25] cebeu com muitas palavras de agradecimento e perguntou-lhe
pelo feito de Malaca e por el-rei de Portugal e pelo estado e poder que
tinha. Ele, como era homem avisado, deu mui boa razéo de tudo o que lhe o
rei perguntou. Passadas estas praticas, mandou ao seu capitdo que o levasse
para sua casa e aos capit@es chins fizesse muito bom agasalhado, e ao outro
dia lhe mandou mostrar toda a cidade para lhe fazer honra e um elefante
branco que tinha de que os chins ficaram mui espantados; e se fora coisa
que se pudera vender, deram por ele muito dinheiro para o levarem ao rei
da China. Passados alguns dias, o rei despachou Duarte Fernandes e mandou
em sua companhia um exbaixador a Afonso de Albuguerque com uma carta
para el-rei D. Manuel e um anel de um rubi e uma coroa e espada de ouro;
0s quais partiram da cidade de Udid e em sete dias foram da outra banda da
costa de Samatra e chegaram a Taranque, que é uma cidade do rei de Sido,
e dali se vieram sempre por lugares seus até aos baixos da Capdcia ; e
chegados a Malaca, acharam j& os mouros da fortaleza com grande parte
das ameias e torres acabadas, com muita artilharia posta nelas e a cidade
toda G obediéncia de Afonso de Albuquerque. Os capitdes chins, como
receavam que se ele perdesse naquela empresa de Malaca, quando viram a

forteleza feita e o sossego em que estava a cidade, ficaram mui espantados
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e muito corridos do que tinham passado com ele antes de sua partida. Como
Afonso de Albuquerque soube que em companhia de Duarte Fernandes vinha
embaixador do rei de SiGo, mandou-o receber por todos os capitdes e fez-
lhe muita honra e gasalhado. O exbaixador Ihe deu a carta que trazia para
ele e outra para el-rei D. Manuel com o presente. A carta de Afonso de
Albugquerque era resposta da que lhe tinha mandado por Duarte Fernandes,
em que lhe dizia que folgara muito com o seu mensageiro e com sua
amizade, oferecendo-lhe seu reino e pessoa para servico de el-rei de
Portugal e mantimentos e gente e mercadorias de sua terra quantas fossem
necessarias e que dias havia que ele desejava sua amizade, pelas grandes
coisas que ouvia dizer que os portugueses faziam na india contra os mouros,
e que esperava que ele lhe desse vinganca daquele tirano do rei de Malaca,

ndo sabendo ainda que era tomada.

[p.26]
Capitulo XXXVI — 36

De como o grande Afonso de Abuquerque despachou o
embaixador do rei de Sido e em sua companhia mandou Antonio
de Miranda de Azevedo com uma instru¢do do que havia de

fazer, e do presente que pore le lhe mandou

Depois de o grande Afonso de Albuquerque ter passado suas prdticas
com o0 embaixador do rei de Sido, como estava j& prestes para se partir a
india, determidou de o despachar e mandar em sua companhia Anténio de
Miranda de Azevedo por embaixador ao rei, e mandou-lhe que se fizesse
prestes para se ir no junco des chins que ali estavam esperando por ele, e

deu-lhe esta instrucdo do que havia de dizer :
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“Direis ao rei de SiGo como el-rei de Portugal, meu senhor, me
mandou a este porto de Malaca tomar emenda da traigGio que o rei e seus
governadores fizeram a um seu capitdo-mor e gente que a ele mandara
tratar de amizade, e que sobre seu seguro lhe mataram e cativaram muita

parte de gente em terra.

Lhe direis que, depois de eu ser chegado e este porto, mandara por
muitas vezes pedir ao rei que fizesse razdo de si e mandasse entregar os
portugueses que tinha cativos e tornar toda a fazenda que tinha tomada e
que ele com sua desordenada soberba nunca respondera a propésito nem
quisera sua amizade nem fazer assento de paz com ele, favorecendo os
mouros da India que ali tinham suas naus contra o servico de el-rei de

Portugal.

Lhe direis que, vendo eu sua falsa determinacdo, acometi a cidade e a
entrei por forca e venci o rei, que escapou ferido, e sua gente e elefantes; e
para ndo destruir a cidade, me tornei e embarcar e estive assim por espago
de quinze dios esperando seu arrependimento, e que tendo o rei
experimentado o esfor¢o dos cavaleiros portugueses, ndo deixara todavia de
se determinar em guerrea sem querer que entre mim e ele houvesse

concerto de paz e amizade.

Lhe direis que para lhe reprimir esta sua contumdcia, tornei outa vez a
acometer a cidade e o desbaratei e matei muita gente e alguns capitdes
seus e tomei seus elefantes e queimei seus pacos e que [p. 27] perdoei ao
povo e mercadores para se ndo perder a cidade e trato da terra; e que lhe
dou esta conta porque sei certo que ha-de folgar muito com a destruicdo

deste rei para guerra que com ele sempre teve.

Lhe direis que el-rei de Portugal, meu senhor, folgard muito de suas
naus e gente tratarem em Malaca e que esta era a principal razdo por que

folguei de a ter tomado; e que tendo ele necessidade de suas armadas e
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gente para conservagdo de seu estado, que eu como seu capitdo-geral o

servirei em tudo o que me mandar.”

E com esta instruc@o |he deu um presente para o rei que lhe mandou
em nome de el-rei de Portugal, a saber : uma couragas de veludo carmesim,
um corsolete comprido de todas as pecas, um capacete e barbote mui bem
guarnecido, uma adarga danta com seus corddes muito ricos metida em uma
funda de brocado, trés panos de armas de veludo e setins de cores
entretalhados e borlados de ouro que foram do rei de Malaca, com que tinha
armado a casa de madeira onde o rei de Pdo, seu genro, havia de andar
pela cidade (com atrds fica dito), e um bacio de dqua as maos de bastides, e
duas albarradas do mesmo teor, e uma caldeirinha bem lavrada, e duas
tacas de bastides, tudo de prata, e uma besta com sua armazém, e quatro
ramais de coral muito grosso e sino por ser de muita valia naquela terra e
uma peca de escarlata ; e fez mercé ao embaixador do rei de Sido de
algumas pecas, de que foi muito contente. Antonio de Miranda, depois de ter
suas cartas de crenca para o rei, embarcou-se no junco dos chins e,
navegando, em poucos dias foi ter & cidade de Taranque que é do rei de
Sido e ali se despediu dos chins e fez seu caminho por terra em cavalos e
bois de carga direito & cidade de Sido, onde foi muito bem recebido do rei,

que nela estava.

Este reino de Sido é muito estreito daquela banda por onde os chins
fazem sua navegagdo. Tem alguns portos e lugares e dali por terra tem dez
dias de caminho até a costa de Tanacarim e Taranque e Savi@io e da outra
banda do mar de Samatra ; tem também muitos portos e lugares e é senhor
de muita gente. S@o gentios e na terra hd muitos mouros mercadores de
muitas partes. Os Chins tém nela seus estantes porque confiam muito
daquela gente. Este rei teve sempre guerra com o de Malaca e por isso ndo

lhe pesou de o ver destruido. Muitas coisas havia que dizer deste reino de
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SiGo, mas minha teng@o ndo é escrever mais das terras que aquilo que

convém para declaragto desta histéria.
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