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Na voorgaande complimenten luidt deeze aldus!

Alzoo ’er oudtijds gelijk ook tot heden tusschen het Rijk van Siam en
de E Comp: een zeer naauwe en opregte vriendschap heeft plaats gehad,
zoo hebben Hun Hoog-Edelheden eertijds ook derzelver Residenten en
andere dienaaren herwaart gezonden, om alhier hun verblijf te houden, en
daar om teffens een logie laaten timmeren, ten einde daarinne alle negotie-
waaren, zoo door Comps. Bodems aangebragt, als alhier van de ingezetenen
ingekogt te bewaaren; terwijl de voorige Berquelangs niet in gebreken zijn
gebleeven jaarlijks zoodanige waaren aen de Residenten te leveren, als door

de Comp: wierden geeischt.

Voorts berigte dat den vijand Phama tegen Siam in oorlog opkomende,
zijn Hoogheid, de Koning van Siam een Mandorijn in naame Phiatak naar de
negorij Tjinteboen heft gezonden, om aldaar eenige manschappen te
vergaderen, en ter assistentie naar Siam te brengen, dog dit geen spoedige
voortgang gehadt hebbende, is het Siamsche Rijk door gemelden vijand
veroverd, mitsgaders de koning met deszelfs geheele familie, nevens alle
Mandorijns en onderdaanen gemassacreerd en geviugt, waardoor het land
ten eenemaal geruineerd is geworden, in zoo verre ‘er zelfs niemand wierde
gevonden, die geregtigd ware hetzelve te gouverneeren, dan eenelijk de
voormelde Phiatak, dewelke met eenige met eenige manschappen in de
Stad, (die door de vijanden verbrand en geplunderd zijnde weder was
verlaten) is gekomen, alwaar zig alle de in de bosschagien gevlugte

persoonen tot denzelven vervoegd, en voor hunnen Heer en Gebieder



hebben verkoren en erkend, waar door het land tans weder in zijn voorigen
Ja in florissanter staat is, als wordende meer dan voortijds met jonken en
andere handel drijvende bodems bevaren, uit welken hoofde ik verzoeke, dat
Hun Hoog-Edelheden als voorheen weder schepen gelieven te zenden,
mitsgaders alhier een logie op te doen timmeren, en een Resident, nevens
andere dienaren daarinne te leggen, om op den ouden voet met elkander te
handelen, met beloften dat al het geen de Comp: ook mogt komen te
eisschen ik den volkeren zonder manguement zal ordonneeren hetzelve te

bezorgen.

Dan nadien alle ammunitie niets uitgezonderd door den vijand is
weggenomen, zoo is het dat ik mij, bij aldien ’er wederom iets diergelijks
zoude mogen ontstaan, verlegen vinde om één duizend goede snaphaanen,
dewelke ik nevens alle de Mandorijns vriendelijk verzoeken, dat Hunne
Hoog-Edelheden uit hoope der voorige gehouden vriendschap bij het
herwaart destineeren eener bodem met negotie—-waaren gelieven mede te
zenden, en zulks voor zoodanig bedragen als men voortijds aan de E: Comp.

voor dezelve heeft betaald.

Voorts wijl het Siamsche Rijk met Nederland zeer oude vrienden zijn,
zoo verzoeke nog, dat Hun Hoog-Edelheden de goedheid gelieven te hebben
Copia deezes aan Zijn Hoogheid den Heere Prince van Oranje Nassau over te
zenden en te verzoeken, om alhier weder een Resident te leggen, ten fine op
den ouden voet handel te drijven, wijl de vriendschap tans nog in zoodanigen
weezen is als voorheen, in hoope dezelve ook bestendig zijn, mitsgaders

gemelte Zijn Hoogheid een lang leeven genieten moge.



Laastelijk hebbe ik twee pikols best ijvoor bij gezaameld, bestaande in
een pikol van vier, en een van vijf tanden, mitsgaders dezelve in handen van
den Chineesen Capitain Tjien Heeng gesteld, om die in geschenk aan Hun
Hoog- Edelheden te offereeren, met verzoek dezelve als zoodanig bij provisie
te accepteeren, zonder in aanmerking te neemen deszelfs geringe quantiteit,

en aan mijn versoek wegens het verzenden van Copia deezes te voldoen.

Terwijl als nog aanhoude om herwaart te zenden een schip dan wel
minder vaartuig met negotie-goederen, onder beloften dat als voortijds niet

het geringste aan Hun Hoog-Edelhedens eisschen zal ontbreeken.

Nationaal Archief, Den Haag

VOC 3249, folios 256-257 verso
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After the preceding compliments [the letter] reads thus:

Since from olden days up till today there has existed a very close and
sincere friendship between the Kingdom of Siam and the Honourable
Company, their Honours having sent in former times Residents and other
employees to reside here. For that purpose [they were] allowed to build a
lodge where all merchandise, whether brought by the Company’s vessels or
bought from the local inhabitants, could be kept. Meanwhile the former
Berquelanghs [Phrakhlangs] did not neglect each year to sell to the Residents

any goods which were requested by the Company.

[The letter] further informs that the enemy Phama having come to war
on Siam, His Highness [i.e. His Majesty] the King of Siam sent a mandarin by
the name of Phiatak to the town of Tjinteboen, in order to rally some men
together and bring [them] to Ayutthaya. But this had not gone far, when the
Siamese Kingdom was conquered by the said enemy. The King, together
with his whole family, and all the mandarins and servants were massacred or
fled. [Thus] was the country at once ruined, so that nobody could be found
who was qualified to govern it, other than the said Phiatak who, with some
people, had come to the city (which, having been burnt and plundered by
the enemy, was abandoned). There all the people who fled into the woods
reported to him, chose and recognised him as their lord and leader. By
which the country has been brought back to its former nay to a more

flourishing state, there being more than ever before traffic of junks and other



vessels. Therefore | request that their Honours please to send ships here
once more, also to build a lodge here, and [to send] a Resident, together with
other employees, to stay there, in order to trade with each other on the
former footing, promising that all which the Company requests | shall order

the people to procure without fail.

Then, since all ammunition — without exception — has been carried off
by the enemy, | need 1000 good flintlock muskets, if some can be spared. |,
and all the mandarins, therefore amicably request their Honours [to send
flintlock gunss]; hoping that out of former friendship [they] will send them by
a vessel coming in this direction, along with trading goods, and [sell] at prices

which have been paid to the Company in the past.

Further, since the Siamese Kingdom and the Netherlands are old
friends, we request that their Honours be so good as to please send a copy
of this [letter] to His Highness the Prince of Orange-Nassau [Stadhouder
Willem V], and to ask that a Resident [be sent] to stay here again, so that
[he] conducts trade on the old footing, since the friendship is still the same as
before - hoping that it remains so, and also that the said Highness may enjoy

long life.

Lastly, | have collected together 2 piculs of the best ivory consisting of
1 picul of 4, and 1 of 4 teeth. These | have entrusted in the hands of the
Chinese captain Tjien Heeng, in order that they be offered as presents to
their Honours, with request that this be accepted without taking into
consideration the small quantity, and that my request concerning the sending

on a copy of this [letter] be fulfilled.



In the meantime [if the company sends] here if not a ship then a
smaller vessel with merchandise, [I] promise that as formerly not the slightest

which their Honours request shall be lacking.
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Y WIARRIAYS Do
London, 22 January 2010

Dear Achan Winai,

It seems that Thomas Lowndes was not important enough to merit an entry
in the Dictionary of National Biography (I couldn’t find him in either the
old DNB or the Oxford DNB). But the following entry is in Who was Who
1916-1928 (London: Adam & Charles Black, 1967, first publ. 1929), on p.
648:

“LOWNDES, Maj.-Gen. Thomas; joined Madras Army, 1854; Political
Agent, Bhamo, 1872-3; Inspector-General of Police, Rangoon, 1875-86.
Address: 71 Oxford Terrace, W.2. Club: Constitutional. (Died 15 Feb.
1927)”

There is no date of birth. It’s quite funny how much importance the English

attach to a man’s address and his club!

Anyway, | wasn’t satisfied with the data, and tried to look for more. So I
looked up The India Office List for 1887 and The India Office List for 1889
(London: Harrison & Sons, 1887 and 1889 resp.). There I found entries for

Thomas Lowndes. In the 1887 volume it says on p. 171:

“LOWNDES, Thomas, Colonel, M.S.C., Police Department, Burma. —
Joined the Madras army, and arrived in India, Dec., 1854; served in the
Burma police department from March, 1861, as superintendent; on special
mission to Chiengme [sic], March-May, 1871; political agent, Bhamo, May,
1872, to Oct., 1873; 18t grade, superintendent, May, 1875; inspector-general
of police, British Burma, Jan., 1876; appointed to special duty in Upper
Burma, Dec., 1885”.

The 1889 volume has exactly the same entry for Lowndes (on p. 272)
except for the final bit: “retired, Aug., 1887”.

& 600 WBNANTRNALY: FFINEN5LUEIRFanS e o6



Dl @wmmm%@m@ﬂ%ﬁﬂ AAN

As you can see, there are discrepancies in the dates between Who was Who
and the India Office List, but I would give more weight or credence to the
List since it’s an official or quasi-official publication. From a quick look at
a few of The Indian Army and Civil Service Lists for the 1870s (published in
London by W.H. Allen & Co.) I have also found out that Lowndes (then a
Captain) was with the “Police, Prome” from at least 1870 till 1872, when he
was moved to Bhamo as “Assist. Pol. Agent”, and promoted to the rank of

Major in 1874.

I don’t know how he becomes a Major-General, because he seems to have

retired when still a Colonel.

Anyway this was all I could find in a day. Perhaps there are many more

sources I haven’t looked at, such as Gazetteers and the like.
Warm regards,

Dhiravat
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JOURNAL KEPT BY CAPTAIN LOWNDES, SUPERINTENDENT
OF POLICE, BRITISH BURMA, WHILST ON A MISSION
TO THE ZIMME COURT.
27th March to 30th May 1871.

Left Maulmain by boat, at 3 P. M., and halting for the night at
Damathat, Dawlan, and Chyoungwah villages. Arrived at Hlinebooay at 11 A.
M., on 30th March.

31st March.—Hlinebooay to Kyaen—distance 12 miles.

Left Hlinebooay at 6-30 A. M. Our party numbered 20 in all, viz., myself, 4
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servants, 2 interpreters and 13 policemen. Our baggage (which was bulky in
consequence of the necessity of carrying 10 days’ provisions, no supplies being
obtainable between this, and Hmineloongyee.) was with difficulty packed on
seven elephants. The hire of an elephant to Hmineloongyee is Rs. 65; and
even for this sum the owners are reluctant to let their elephants go. The
insecurity of the roads for the last year or two is assigned as one of the
reasons. | have decided on going by the Hmineloongyee route in preference to
the shorter route vid. Tounng Taitpyoung; as on the latter, water is said to be
very scarce at this time of the year, and the elephant owners object to
allowing their animals to go as far as Muang Hant, the first place on the
Taitpyoung route, where | could relieve them.

The road for the first 1 %2 mile runs through a light jungle over gently
undulating ground, (passing close to the old city of Hlinebooay, the site of
which is now only marked by ruined pagodas, and tanks;) it then crosses a flat
plain, a swamp in the rains, with jungle on either side. At 8-10 we passed the
Karen village of Quambee, (25 houses;) and entered a bamboo jungle which
continued till Kyaen was reached at 10-5.

We crossed only one stream, the Mailan, about 40 feet wide, with
steep high banks; it is a tributary of the Hlinebooay. A bridge for foot
passengers is in course of erection over the Mailan, made of pingado, which
grows to a great size in the neighbouring jungles. The elephants arrived at 12-
15.

Kyaen is a Karen village of 30 houses on the Hlinebooay, here a small
stream, navigable only in the rains fur small boats.

April 1st—Kyaen to Taydawtsaken—distance 16 miles.

Left Kyaen at 5-45 A. M. The road for the first 4 miles runs through

bamboo scrub jungle. We then crossed the Maipela stream, the head waters
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of the Hlinebooay river; and after passing across a swamp, and through more
scrub jungle, crossed the Yeacloke stream, about 60 feet wide. The road for
the last six miles is through thick shady jungle, and crosses many little nullahs,
which fall into the Yinbine. The road from Kamaulay joins our road close to the
police guard house, where we halted. Kamaulay is one day’s journey from
here, situated near the left bank of the Salween.

In the afternoon we had a thunderstorm with a little rain, which
considerably cooled the air, the thermometer standing at 82° at 4 P. M.; whilst
yesterday it stood at 101° at the same hour.

April 2nd.—Taydawtsakan to Kootseik—distance 17 miles.

The road for the first 2 miles is good; then drops down a steep bank into
the Yinbine. Up to the 9th mile the road runs in and out of nullahs, then
crosses a steep hill, 120 feet high, then again in and out of small nullahs for 5
miles, until the Mepok is reached. This is a stream of about 40 feet wide, that
runs into the Thoungyin. After leaving the Mepok there is a steep ascent of
over 200 feet; the road then after running along the ridge for a short distance,
follows the steep stony bed of a nullah to the left bank of the Thoungyin.

The elephants were close on 12 hours on the march, but there was
thick shade all the way, and neither men nor beasts were knocked up. At
Kootseik | met a small party returning from the escort of a thitgoung (timber
merchant) too Zimmeé. They report that the storm of yesterday’s was very
violent with them (at Wabotsakan;) trees were blown down and hailstones of a
large size fell. They also say that 400 dacoits under Kolan, the Shan ex
Tsawbwa, had attacked Hmineloongalay; and that officials from Zimmé went
out to oppose him; that Kolan retreated, but was said to be on his way back
with 5,000 men.

April 3rd—Kootseik to Shoukbintsakan, distance 12 miles.
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Crossed the Thoungyin, between three and four feet deep; the road
runs through a small plain of paddy fields, and is good for the first two miles.
We then crossed the Metawaw nullah, 30 feet wide, six times; and turned into
the Metawan, a smaller nullah, up which we went to the foot of the Karraway
hill, distant about 7 miles from last night’s halting place. Our road then lay up
the hill, a steep ascent at first, then more gradual till a height of nearly 1,100
feet from its base is reached; we then dropped down about 100 feet to
Shoukbintsakan.

In the last 4 miles we saw traces of the storm mentioned by the men
we met yesterday; in several places we had to cut away trees that completely
blocked up the path. Road, shady, and temperature cool, thermometer not
rising over 85°. The elephants were 8 hours on the way.

April 4th.—Shoukbintsakan to Megnaw nullah—distance 16 miles.

Soon after leaving our halting place we passed the Tsakans of Wabo
and Tsingswe, at the latter of these the famous attack by dacoits on thitgoungs
took place in 1863. The road ascends till the highest point of the Karraway hill
(so called from the trees of that name that are grown on it).is reached; this is
about 800 feet above Shoukbintsakan, making the height of the range from its
southern base, 1,800 feet. The remainder of the road is up and down steep
hills till the Koonmyoungtsakan is reached; it then follows the nullah of that
name to the left bank of the Megnaw, where we halted. To-day’s was a
tiresome march; steep ascents, and descents, and stony nullahs; but shady all
the way and plenty of water. The elephants were 11 hours out.

The direct route to Zimme, vid. Toung Taitpyoung, branches to the
northeast about 3 miles from Shoukbintsakan.

April 5th—Mouth of the Koonmyoung nullah to Yeagoontsakan on the

Megnaw nullah—distance 15 miles.
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The road to-day followed the valley of the Megnaw, which we crossed
30 times. This stream is in parts 100 feet wide, and 3 feet deep. | am told it
rises three marches from our last night’s halting place, to the eastward; its
source being separated from the Thoungyin only by a range of hills. No boats
are used on it. We saw no houses; but Karen villages of 10 or 12 houses each,
are scattered about the hills on the banks of the stream for the whole length of
the valley. The teak near the banks seems to be nearly worked out. | did not
see a single tree of any size; and only a few logs, and those evidently had
been felled sometime ago. We halted just above the junction of the Megnaw
and Hmineloongyee streams. The elephants were 9 hours on the road:

April 6th.—Yeagoontsakan to Baussein village—distance 15 miles.

We crossed the Megnaw for the last time, and passing over a rising
ground came to the Hmineloongyee river, up the bed of which our road lay.
About 5 miles from Yeagoon, the Mailit nullah falls into the Hmineloongyee,
from the north-east. This is called by the Burmese “Thanchyoung,” or iron
stream, because the inhabitants of the village on its bank smelt iron, and work
as blacksmiths. Three miles further the valley widened and we reached the
site of Maykadon.

The inhabitants of this village, Youndon Shans were, or were said to be
concerned in the dacoities committed last year in the Thoungyin, Megnaw and
Hmineloongyee streams. They were called upon to give up the dacoits or their
harbourers; and as they took no notice of the order, a force came down from
Zimme, burnt the village, seized all the valuables found there, killed all the
adult males who could not make good their escape, and carried the women
and children as slaves to Zimme; skeletons are lying about the remains of the
village still. There are said to have been 40 houses; but numbers of strangers,

Karennees, Youndon Shans, and others were in the habit of frequenting the
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village, and 160 men are said to have been massacred. A short distance from
Maykadon we passed the village of Maykaw, burnt down last year by dacoits;
and 2 hours later, halted at Baussein, a little village of 7 houses. The
elephants were 7 2 hours on the road.

Here rumours of dacoits were rife, Kolan and 90 men were said to be
marching on Hmineloongyee. Towards evening the number of the dacoits
increased to 200; and several villagers, laden with their household goods,
passed us fleeing to Kapa, a large village to the cast for protection. From this |
sent on my interpreter to Hmineloongyee, to beg the Panya to get me
elephants to proceed to Zimme. | got some pomegranates in the village quite
equal to the Egyptian fruit.

April 7th.—Baussein to Hmineloongyee—distance 8 miles.

Passed the villages of Kapa and Toupe, near which are small patches of
cultivation, and reached Hmineloongyee in 4 hours. On the road | saw several
places where the villagers of Maykadon had been killed; a good many were
killed at Maykadon itself; others were carried off and killed at intervals along
the road, their skulls and bones being left in open places, apparently on the
same principle that our highway men were hung in chains a few years ago.
Maykadon, though much smaller than Hmineloongyee, must have been
superior in appearance; the houses were arranged in streets, and had
evidently been larger and better built than those here. | put up in some sheds
outside the town; the Panya-kin, the headman of the place, sent word that he
would visit me in the cool of the evening; however he came at 3 P. M., when
the thermometer stood at 103° in my shed. He is an old, stout man, dressed in
an old putso, wearing no jacket; he speaks Burmese, and told me that he had
visited Maulmain twenty years ago. He was appointed to the post last July; his

jurisdiction extends as: far north as Hmineloongalay (about 4 days journey from
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here, and close to the head waters of the Hmineloongyee stream); to the east
it includes the village of Baw; to the south it extends to the Thoungyin; and to
the west to the Salween. His principal work is the collection of the duty on
timber (Rs. 4-8 a log, and other charges which bring it up to Rs. 5-4), which
he does by deputy; he also tries cases after a fashion, but everything of
importance is referred to Zimme. | asked him about the dacoits, he had no
reliable information; but told me he had sent out parties to reconnoitre; he says
he has 300 men here to take the-field if necessary; and that more are coming
from Zimme. But from all | hear the greatest fear and confusion prevailed last
night; people were burying their valuables; and if any large body of dacoits
were to appear in the neighbourhood, | strongly suspect flight would be the
order of the day. | have to-day seen some thitgoung just come from
Hmineloongalay. There also every one is in a state of alarm; the inhabitants of
the smaller villages are decamping into the more inaccessible hills; the
thitgoungs are burying their money, and hiding their elephants, and work is at
a stand-still.

Hmineloongyee is situated in the centre of the plain, just above the
junction of Hmineloongyee stream from the north, with the Maizaleen from the
northeast. The part of the valley to the westward is under cultivation at
present, (paddy); water being brought by a small canal from the Maizaleen at
the upper part of the valley. Two crops a year are thereby obtained. The
eastern part of the valley is under water for a day or two during the rains,
from the rising of the Maizaleen; when the waters subside the paddy is
planted out the rain—fall alone is said to be insufficient for rice cultivation. The
valley is surrounded by hills, some rising to the height of 1,500 feet. At
present the trees on them are bare, and the air is hazy, otherwise it would be

a very pretty place.
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In the evening | went to see the town. It is surrounded by a wooden
palisade, some ten feet high, with loop-holes, with here and there a small
recess for flank firing. It was erected 20 years ago, and is very dilapidated,
but is under repairs in parts; it must be over a mile in circumference. Inside
are about 200 houses, built without any attempt at reqularity; and each in its
own enclosure; the whole presents an untidy and dirty appearance. The Panya
Kin’s house is the best and surrounded by a palisade; but even his will not
bear comparison with the houses of he better class in DI[?....]lwoonquin. |
returned his call, he asked me for some medicine for “old age”, not having
any elixir vitce, | gave him a bottle of brandy which appeared to be what he
wanted.

April 8th—No elephants came this morning, although the Panya
promised that they should be in readiness. It seems quite possible that the
Panya is glad of the presence of myself and guard here, just at this juncture;
so | sent an urgent message to him saying that the Zimmay Chief was
expecting me and would be angry if | was delayed here. The elephants were
promised early to-morrow.

An official from Zimmeé visited me during the day; he told me he had
been sent from Zimme to keep these parts clear of dacoits, and talked a good
deal about the number of men that were ready for action.

In the evening | visited the site of the old city of Myinping, said to have
been founded by Alomphra; it is about % miles to the east, and is rather
smaller than the present town of Hmineloongyee. It is surrounded by a double
ditch, and earth works; lately a bamboo fence has been put up round it and
the place is being occupied. The jungle inside has been cut down, and some
40 houses have been built.

April 9th.—Hmineloongyee to Tsakan in the Maizaleen nullah—distance
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12 miles.

The elephants that were promised early did not arrive till 9 A. M. The
Panya begged that | would pay (in advance) for half of them; | sent word that
| wished to pay for all, but he would not hear of this. | was considerably
amused to discover afterwards that he charged me just double the regular
rate for the half; an easy way of getting full payment, and appearing to confer
a favour.

Our road lay up the Maizaleen stream, which grows narrow and rocky
soon after leaving Hmineloongyee; but a great deal of timber was lying in it,
ready to be marked. Three miles from Hmineloongyee the Metani stream joins
from the south, and 4 miles further on, the Meoonloung falls in from the north-
west.

Halted near the junction of the Metawan with the Maizaleen. The
elephants were 6 2 hours in route. About two miles before we halted, we
passed a hot spring in the bed of the nullah: it was surrounded by a green
scum and gave out a sulphurous smell. | had no thermometer to test the heat;
but | could not keep my finger in it for more than a second.

April  10th—From Tsakan in Maizaleen nullah to Tsakan in Mailit
nulloh— distance 16 miles.

Shortly after starting we left the Maizaleen nullah and turned north-
east: into the Metawan, a stream of no great size; we went up this stream for
about 6 miles, and then began to ascend a hill, the summit of which was
nearly 2,400 feet above the place from .which we started. We then
descended and soon came to the Mailit nullah, this is the stream, whose
mouth we passed on the 6th instant below Maykadon ; here it is a narrow
rocky mountain torrent. After going down this nullah for two hours, we halted

on its bank. The elephants were 10 hours on the road. We passed a good
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many elephants to-day belonging to thitgoungs who have been obliged to
suspend work on the western nullahs, and have sent their animals here out of
the way of dacoits. Neither to-day nor yesterday did we see any villages, but
Karens and Lawas are living near here, and cultivate extensive toungyas. The
night was cold, the thermometer falling to 66°.

April 11th.—Tsakan on the Mailit nullah to Maizaleen Tseetol village—
distance 10 miles.

For the first four miles we went down the Mailit nullah, then turned off
over a hill at the bottom of which we came to a narrow plain some three miles
long, surrounded by low hills. After passing through a few fields, the road
running for a mile through a jungle of pine and eng trees brought us to the
village of Maizaleen Tseetol, which consists of three hamlets, one of Karens,
and two of Lawas, containing in all about 50 houses. The Metok a small
stream runs past the village, and eventually joins the Mailit. An official
answering to the Burman thoogyee, a “Shaen” lives here; he was unwell, so
sent one of his men to me. He was a Karen, but cut his hair like an Oozanboke
Shan. From him | tried to learn something of the taxes paid; he told me he had
just taken the year’s revenue to Zimme, it consisted of Rupees 2, 2 blankets,
and 40 viss of cotton; but could not tell me how it was collected, he himself
apparently contributed nothing. The elephants were 5 Y2 hours on the road.

April 12th.—Maizaleen Tseetol to Hpalat nullah—distance 14 miles.

The road runs over hills for the first 5 miles, the ascent being
considerable; we then came to a small swampy plain through which runs the
Mechyin, a small tributary of the Mailit. After crossing this, 6 miles over
undulating ground brought us to the village of Baw, prettily situated on a rising
ground and containing about 50 houses. Both here and at Maizaleen the

villagers work in iron. They get the ore from a hill to the north in reaching

& 600 WBNANTRNALY: FFINEN5LUEIRFanS e o6



398 WIFFEINES @ow/

which they sleep two nights en route. They go only once a year, and then in
force, with 50 or 60 elephants. On arrival they sacrifice a buffaloe to the
“Nats” averring that if this ceremony is neglected, some of the men will be
carried off by tigers which abound there, or that many of the elephants will be
lost. Having laden their, elephants with the ore, they return home, and make it
over to the women, who extract the iron, which the men then work up into
hatchets, dhas, spear-heads, bullets, &c. They firmly believe that no male can
get iron from the ore; my informant told me that he had worked for hours and
produced nothing but ashes, whilst his wife extracted the iron in a short time. |
saw a spear head that a man just bought for 12 annas; it was very sharp; but
the owner objected to my proposition to try its temper on something hard. The
ore is said to yield 50 per cent of iron.

The pine trees in the neighbourhood of Baw are very numerous and of
good size, 7 or 8 feet in circumference, many of them measured.

Forage for the elephants being scarce at Baw, we pushed on to the
Hpalat nullah, where we encamped. The elephants were 9 hours on the road.

In the evening an official (a Took), from Zimme passed us en route to
Hmineloongyee. He informed us that three “Mings” with a large body of men
had lately left Zimmeé for Hmineloongalay to look after dacoits. The
thermometer rose no higher than 85° all day, and at night fell to 67°.

April 13th—Hpalat nullah to Muang Hant, on the Meping—distance 20
miles.

The road, which for the first 10 miles run south-east was a gradual
descent for 5 miles when we reached Pammontsakan. There was water there,
but it looked stagnant, and unfit to drink; 2 miles further on, the descent
became steeper; and was considerable for 3 miles, when we reached the

Mepapi nullah at the foot of the hill. There a little water was to be obtained by
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scraping holes in the sand. For the next 6 miles the road followed the Mepapi,
which, we crossed 16 times. It is full of rocks, and must be an awkward
stream to cross in the rains. For the last 4 miles the road runs through scrub
jungle, crosses the Thaybyoo, and Mehant streams, and finally crossing a large
paddy plain, reaches Muang Hant, on the banks of the Meping. To-day’s
march was a most dreary one; over very stony ground, and through thin
jungle of small trees, with scarcely a green leaf on them. Muang Hant is over
2,500 feet below Baw; consequently there is a marked difference in the
temperature; the thermometer standing at 104° at 3 P. M. The elephants were
9 hours on the road.

There are about. 40 houses in Muang Hant; the people cultivate fields,
and gardens, and rear silk worms. The silk is said to be very strong and,
durable. A thitgoung showed me a putso that he had had in wear for 7 years,
and it was by no means worn out. The river is very low at present and easily
forded, | saw no boats passing up or down. Here | found a difficulty about
getting elephants, until a “Shaen” who had come from Zimme to collect rice,
came to my rescue.

April 14th.—Muang Hant to Maitsway—distance 18 miles.

The “Shaen” who assisted me yesterday very kindly sent his son and
nephew with me to see that | was attended to on the way. This assistance
yesterday, however, was not altogether disinterested; for | find that he levied
Rs. 2, from each of the elephant men, whom | paid in advance. The road was
a good one nearly the whole way. After 9 miles through a tree jungle, we
reached the Mechyem, a stream now of about 60 feet wide, 2 2 feet deep
and running very fast; in the rains it must be 5 times as wide. It falls into the
Meping, a little below the place we crossed it. Close by is the village of

Soopchyem (mouth of the Chyem) of some 9 or 10 houses, Here | observed an
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irrigation wheel; it was not at work, as the villagers cultivate only one crop a
year, and use the wheel merely to supplement the rain water. After passing
the villages of Hoashi and Baupe and touching the banks of the Meping once
or twice we reached Maitsway, and put up in a shed on the bank of the
Meping. Elephants 8 hours on the road.

There are about 40 houses here, and an overflowing population of
children, apparently about eight to each house. It being the new year festival,
or water feast, the young men of the village were very noisy, but the women
do not appear to participate in the jokes, nearly as much as Burmese women
are accustomed to do. Goitre is prevalent, both here and at Muang Hant, the
people attribute it to the water of the Meping; | saw one woman with a most
enormous goitre, as large as her head.

April 15th.—Maitsway to Kyeentoung—distance 13 miles.

The road is good and level nearly all the way, three small streams
falling into the Meping are crossed. | saw no village nor any signs of
cultivation; neither did we meet or pass a single traveller. The elephants were
7 hours on the road.

Kyeentoung is a large village containing 100 houses, the headman said,
but there seemed to be many more. It has lately furnished a contingent of 100
men to Zimme to repress dacoits, apparently the headman or Shaen sends
whom he likes, there seems to be no roster of service. The Shaen took the
men to Zimmeé and made them over to an official, he does not take the field
himself.

There is a pagoda here of fair size, and in decent repair, also two or
three kyoungs. | am told that the villagers are pagoda slaves, and to them is
entrusted the care of numerous elephants which have been offered to the

pagoda by pious people at different times. The head priest is said to be no
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means averse to-selling the elephants for hard cash; a curious proceeding for
a Buddhist priest.

April 16th.—Kyeentoung to Tontaw—distance 14 miles.

A very trying march for the men. The elephants were late, and we did
not start till 6-15 A. M. The road was good enough, but being over a white
and sandy soil, the glare was very great, the heat also was overpowering ;
added to which there was no water, so that although out only 7 hours, both
men and elephants were much exhausted on arrival. Tontaw contains about
50 houses; it is situated on the Mekan, a tributary of the Meping now only 40
feet wide, but in the rains about 150 feet.

Here | again saw the irrigation wheels used to water the gardens of
betel-palms, which abound here. The people were far more inquisitive than
those of any village | have yet passed; they crowded round examining
everything and going into fits of laughter. A kaleidoscope, and binoculars used
the wrong way were the great objects of attraction.

April 17th.—Tontaw to Metatsan—distance 12 miles,

The road was good lying through paddy fields and jungle alternately
and passing long strings of villages, surrounded by bamboos, cocoa and betel-
palms: | saw a good deal of paddy under present cultivation by irrigation.
Elephants were 6 %2 hours out. | am told | could have reached Zimme by
pushing on, but | did not wish to give the men a long march after yesterday’s
fatigue. One of them is down with fever to-day, the first who has ailed since
we left Maulmain. En route | met an official going to Hmineloongyee: from his
retinue and the trappings of his elephant (one of the largest | ever saw) he
appeared to be of rank; he stopped and asked if | had had a pleasant journey
and had been unmolested by dacoits. | put up in sheds in the middle of a

paddy plain surrounded by houses built apart each in its own enclosure. In the
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evening several “Shaens” came bringing bundles of cooked “Koukhayin,”
horribly indigestible stuff, which was made over to the elephant drivers. A
body of 50 men has lately been furnisched from here to Zimme last year;
from this and the neighbouring villages a thousand men were sent out after
dacoits.

We had heavy rain for 1 %2 hour about sunset, not before it was wanted
for the thermometer stood at 108° at 3 P.M.

April 18th—Metatsan to Zimme—distance 9 Miles.

The road lay through a series of paddy plains, such as | encamped in
yesterday; the approach to Zimme is far from imposing; indeed one does not
see anything but trees till close to the walls. By 9 A.M., | reached the south
gate, | expected some one to meet me, and show me where | was to lodge;
but no one came, although | had taken the precaution of writing from
Kyeentoung to announce my arrival to-day. | sent my interpreter into the city
to the chief Panya who, | was told is the official to whom all strangers
announce their arrival. | waited for three-quarters of an hour, during which
time a religious procession came out of the gate, accompanied of course, by a
large number of spectators, who transferred their attentions to my party.

At last an official came out ot me, but unfortunately no interpreter, so
we could only look at each other; however he pointed to the eastward, and
gave me a guide who conducted me to my quarters, a comfortable building to
the north-east of the city and close to a large wooden bridge over the Meping.

One of the chief Panyas came shortly afterwards, and said that he had
been looking out for me all the morning, which | afterwards found to be a
polite fiction, as the interpreter found him asleep in his house. He is an old
man over 70, and said that he recollected Captain McLeod’s visit well. He was

very civil, and begged that | would call for all that | wanted. He told me that
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the Chief leaves this in 4 days for the Salween, where he is to meet
Tsawropogyee, the Karennee Chief, to ratify a treaty just concluded with the
Karennee ambassador. The “treaty” as far as | can make out consists of a
promise on the part of Tsawropogyee not to molest or demand tribute from
any people under Zimmeé protection, working the forests on the east of the
Salween. The Karennee “Ahmatgyee”, or Ambassador left this a few days ago
with presents of a gilt howdah, dha, and spear for his master from the Zimme
Chief.

An East Indian, Mr. Cox, came to me from the Chow Hona to know if |
had all I wanted, and also apparently to find out what | had come for. The
letter that the Commissioner, Colonel Brown, despatched 4 or 5 days before |
left Maulmain to announce my mission, has not reached this. The Chow Hona
had heard that some months ago a letter had been received saying, that If the
sanction of the Supreme Government was obtained, an officer would be sent
to Zimme; but he had heard nothing further, till the receipt of my letter
yesterday. | sent back one of my followers with Mr. Cox, to tell the Chow
Hona that a letter had miscarried, but that | had myself a letter from the
Commissioner to the Chief, which | would deliver in person whenever it was
convenient to the Chief to receive me. | also sent my thanks for his providing
me with quarters, &c.

My quarters are very lively, being close to the bridge, the only one over
the Meping; there is a continuous stream of passers by. Just opposite, there is
a small bazaar and a gambling shop, where play has been going on all day, in
addition a madman fantastically dressed and roaring at the top of his voice has
been wandering round the house for some hours; on the whole the noise is
slightly distracting.

There is great excitement here amongst the Burmans, in consequence
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of the Shan wives of 23 of them having been arrested, and put in irons.

It appears that there is a standing order that any foreigner wishing to
marry a Shan woman is to petition the court, and on permission being granted,
a fee of Rs. 70 is to be paid. During the last 2 or 3 years, this order has not
been strictly enforced, and several Burmans have taken wives without
permission; and without payment of the fees. It is the wives of these men who
have been put in irons, and it is said that the women will be severely beaten if
the fees are not paid. The Burmans are very bitter about it, but | think without
sense: the order exists, and is well known, and as the women chose to
disobey the lawful command of their Chief, they should not grumble it having
to bear the consequences repugnant enough though they be to English ideas.
None of the women who married with the court’s permission have been
molested.

In the evening the younger daughter of the late Chief sent me a present
of fruit. The Burmans speak very highly of her, saying she is very tender-
hearted, and always pleads for foreigners. | returned my thanks and
expressed my intention of calling on her shortly, if she would permit me. A few
days ago there was a violent storm here, hailstones fell of a size large enough
to kill fowls, and break the tiles on houses. The tiles seem very strong, they
are flat and curled at one end to catch the rafter.

April 19th.—In the morning | crossed the bridge and walked down the
left bank of the river; there are houses on both sides for upwards of a mile,
each in its own enclosure. On the river are many boats drawing very little
water, but | saw only one one morning and that was making little progress,
the boatmen had to get out every few yards and hunt for a channel, the water
being barely up to their knees. Irrigation wheels are very numerous, watering

the different gardens of betel-palms, &c.
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| passed a broad and deep artificial channel dry now, but which when
the river is high carries its water for a considerable distance into the
neighbouring fields.

| was visited by Mr. McGilvary, an American Missionary, who with a
comrade Mr. Wilson, and their respective families has been here for 3 years.
He told me that the late Chief thwarted them in every way, and had killed
some of their pupils, but that the present Chief was tolerant, had allowed
them to build houses and threw no obstacles in their way. He has been twice
up, and down to Bangkok: he mentioned that the journey down the river in the
rains takes from 20 to 25 days, but the return journey is very tedious, on the
last occasion he was 89 days in the boat, but under favourable circumstances
the journey may be accomplished in 45 to 60 days. Now the water is very
shallow; when at Muan Hant, | was told that the Bangkok official who left this
last month took 15 days to reach that place, the journey by land takes a fair
walker only 3 days.

The son of a Bangkok nobleman, who has been living with the Zimmé
Chief for some months, Chow Boo by name, called on me this morning of
behalf of the Chief, to ask me if | had all | wanted, and to beg me to move
into an adjoining building, if | found my present quarters too small. He is 40
years of age, and is the first respectably dressed man | have seen here; he
wore a gold watch given him by the King of Siam, and had the gold betel box
&c., insignia of rank carried after him. He knew all about the continental war,
and seemed interested in the terms of peace which he had not heard (mails
by the way from Bangkok are very irregular, Mr. McGilvary, said he had at
times been 7 months without letters.) When he left | sent my interpreter with
him to learn when the Chief receive me, and received answer that early to-

morrow would suit him. My friend of yesterday the Panya Amat, came and
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spent some hours in my quarters, examining all my possession. He is the
second Panya, these officials being nominally only 32 in number, but really
many more. He appears to be a kind of Municipal officer in charge of bridges
& c. The “shake hands” is quite a fashion here. Panya Amat never omits the
ceremony. | saw him yesterday for the first time, and have shaken hands with
him eight times. Chow Boo also shook hands with a polite bow.

April 20th.—| was prepared to visit the Chief at 7 A.M., but Mr. Cox,
came to say that the Chief wished the visit postponed till evening, as the
water feast was to celebrated in the palace this morning. As Mr. Cox was
unaccompanied by any official, | sent my interpreter to ascertain if the visit
were redlly postponed, mentioning that all times were the same to me. |
received no visits to-day, as all the officials except those employed in the
court, were engaged in the festivities. The late Chief’s second daughter whom
| mentioned on the 18th, by name Chow Noay Naw, sent me a present of milk
&c., with polite enquiries after my comfort. This lady’s husband is Chow Ein-
ta-loot; he has no official appointment as yet, but hopes to get one from
Bangkok.

To-day Ko Pathee, one of the oldest of the Burmese thitgoungs, was
appointed a Panya by the Chief under the title of “Panya-tsaree-
suangmuang,” or “Panya belonging to the 2 cities,” ie., of Zimmé and
Maulmain. At 4-30 P.M., Ko Pathee, and a Shan Panya were sent to conduct
me to the palace. | was received in a long building opposite the main body of
the house. The Chow Hona welcomed me with a shake of the hand and
offered me a chair. The room was spread with handsome carpets, with a table
in the centre, the gold betel box, goglet &c., being displayed at the side. The
Chief soon entered, accompanied by the Chow Rajabut, he also shook hands,

and we both sat down, tea prepared after the Chinese fashion, and cheeroots
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were offered. | expressed my regret that the Commissioner’s first letter had
miscarried, and presented the letter that | had brought with me, the presents
were placed on the table.

| then told the Chief how glad the British Government was to be on
good terms with Zimme, and that it was its earnest wish that the same
friendly feelings that existed during the late Chief’s reign should be continued.
This he heartily reciprocated and expressed his pleasure at seeing a British
officer at his court. | then conveyed the Chief Commissioner’s invitation to the
Chief to visit Rangoon, saying that if he came all possible attention due to a
Chief of his power would be paid to him, and expatiated on the different things
to be seen in Rangoon and Maulmain. He answered that he was anxious to
visit both the Chief Commissioner and the Commissioner of Maulmain, but that
at present his affairs were unsettled, and that he had no one to leave in
charge during his absence. | told him that the Chief Commissioner had desired
me to say that whenever the Chief wished to visit Rangoon, either now or in a
year or two hence, he would receive a hearty welcome. The conversation then
became general, the Chief asked about the Queen, the war, and my own
personal affairs. He then ordered the Commissioner’s letter to be opened, read
and translated; and as it was of some length, he said that he would have a
written translation made, and after a consultation with his ministers would let
me know his wishes. He then had my pony brought up, and on seeing it was
a little lame (it had lost all its shoes on the road) he offered me the loan of the
means of conveyance that is used by himself and the Chow Hona only. One
was brought for me to look at; it consisted of a cane seat, some two feet
square without back or sides, slung on poles and carried by 4 men. It looked
very insecure, the slightest stumble of one of the bearers must put the sitter in

considerable danger of falling. The Chief then enquired about the Police
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constables who were with me, and asked if any of them could teach his men
drill. He again expressed his pleasure at seeing a British officer, gave me
leave to go anyway | pleased, and to visit the palace whenever | wished and
begged | would order anything | required. As by this time it was dark, | took
leave with the usual hand shake. Nothing could have been kinder than the
Chief’s manner, or more evident than his wish to be civil. He spoke himself the
whole time, the other Chiefs were silent except when addressed. My Bangkok
friend of yesterday was present and is evidently a prime favourite with the
Chief. The dress of the Chief was of the simplest kind; no jacket, and a brown
cotton putsoe, the others had silk putsoes; but the Chow Boo was the only one
who wore a jacket. There were no guards in attendance. The Chief’s palace is
merely a substantial house of wood with a tiled roof.

April 21st—In the morning | walked up the right bank of the river and
found a row of detached houses in gardens for over 3 miles from the bridge;
in each garden are numbers of betel-palms and cocoanut trees. After
breakfast | went out to pay visits. | first called on the Chow Hona, he is a
stout, stolid looking man of 42 years of age looking younger.

The Chow Boo was the only other person present, who took part in the
conversation, or who approached the part of the room in which we sat; at the
further end of the room were a number of persons who | was afterwards told
were relations of the Chow Hona, but he introduced none of them. His house is
a substantial wooden one, tiled, but everything in the plainest style; on the
walls a number of muskets were displayed, and on the posts were a few very
common looking wall shades; the carpets were the only handsome things in
the house. The Chow Hona having mentioned the great wealth of the English, |
pointed out that our prosperity was attributable chiefly to trade; that it was by

going to other countries and encouraging foreigners to trade with us that the
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country had amassed wealth. | also eulogized roads, railroads, &c. He did not
seem to take much interest in the subject, but remarked that roads and so on
cost more money than the Zimme people can afford; and that he did not know
how such things would be liked by the Bangkok authorities. | next to the house
of the Chow Rajabut. He is an intelligent pleasant-mannered man of 33 years
of age, (it is the fashion to ask the age of your visitor and to tell your own.) He
is a nephew of the late Chief’s who adopted him, and a brother-in-law of the
present Chief and of the Chow Hona, who by the way is a half-brother of the
Chief’s.

The Chow Rajabut’s house is small but neat, the room in which we sat
was ornamented with a number of large Chinese paintings with 40 or 50
muskets arranged above them. With the exception of a table, and the two
chairs on which we sat, there was no furniture in the room. | asked the Chow
Rajabut to tell me the titles of the different high officials and to explain
something of their functions. There are five chief officials viz., the Chief of
Chow Lon, 2nd the Chow Hona or heir apparent, 3rd the Chow Rajawun, 4th
the Chow Howminkyaw, 5th the Chow Rajabut. Of these only three are at
present appointed viz., the Chief, the Chow Hona, and the Chow Rajabut. The
two vacancies will be filled, when the Chief goes to Bangkok in October next;
at that time also it is expected that the Chief will receive from the King of
Siam, the higher title of Chow Chivit, which will make him the head of the
other five states of Labong, Lagong, Mueang Pe, Muang Nan, and Muanglang
Phaban; but from what | could make out this title is merely honorary, and the
Chief would not interfere in the management of these states. No particular
functions seem to be attached to the four lesser offices. In judicial matters
sometimes one sits in the court, sometimes another, sometimes all together;

but anything of importance is referred to the Chief.
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In military expeditions first an official of low rank is sent out, if he is
unsuccessful one of higher rank and so on, until finally in cases of emergency
the Chief himself takes the field.

On leaving the Chow Rajabut’s house, | saw a man led along the street
carrying a log on his shoulder, a gong was being beaten in front of him. He
had been caught stealing in a monastery and as this was his fist offence he
was to be released after being led round the city so as to be known by all to
be a thief.

| next visited the Chow Noay Naw (Chow applies equally to male or
female and is equivalent to the Burmese “Peiya;”) she is the daughter of the
late Chief and the sister of the present Chief’s wife. Her husband first made
his appearance; he is Chow Noay-ta-lahoot, a son of the Lagong Chow
Rajabut and nephew of the Lagong Chief. After a few remarks he staggered
me considerably by asking after his elder brother Chow Kyain, now in
Maulmain Gaol. | had no idea previously of the relationship; | explained how it
happened that Chow Kyain’s confinement had become necessary; that he was
not in irons (as his brother seemed to fear,) but that he was merely detained
pending the order of the Supreme Government, which detention had become
necessary from the peculiar circumstances of his entry into British territory. |
was able to inform the Chow that | had seen his brother three days before |
left Maulmain; and that he was then in good health. The Chow assured me
that his brother had done nothing wrong beyond gambling too freely which
had enraged the Lagong Chief who had ordered him to leave the city. It was
not a very pleasant topic of conversation to be introduced at a morning call.
The Chow Noay Naw then came in, she is a bustling, active women of 32 or
33, and had plenty to say for herself. The house was full of servants, all

employed, some in weaving, some in embroidering, and their mistress seemed
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to keep a very sharp eye on them.

It was past 4 P.M., when | got back to my quarters and shortly
afterwards the Chow Rajabut returned my call. He came on a pony with only a
small retinne. Much against my wish he ordered the front of my quarters to be
cleared of the bazaar, gambling shop &c.

April 22nd.—I heard to-day the particulars of the obsequies of the late
Chief. He died in the middle of last year, his body was embalmed and kept in
a building opposite that in which [ live. For 3 months previous to the burning of
the body, pooays, dancing and wrestling went on (the Shans are said to
wrestle and box well, no kicking is allowed; the matches were made up by the
different Chow Lons between the men of their respective states, and heavy
bets were made thereon; prizes are given as amongst the Burmans to winner
and loser alike.) For a month before the burning all the Chiefs came and lived
outside the city, the Chow Hona occupied the house | am now in, the Chiefs of
Zimme and the other five states had suitable houses erected. A large funeral
pile of sandal, and other scented woods was erected; on that a kind of iron
platform was placed and on the platform a large brass vessel sent by the King
of Siam. The coffin was then opened and the body was found in a good state
of preservation. One of the Chief’s family took a diamond ring from the mouth
of the corpse and claimed it as his perquisite, the meaning of this ceremony |
could not ascertain. The face of the corpse was then covered for a few
minutes with a gold mask also sent by the King of Siam; and on this being
removed the bones of the body were broken and it was crammed into the
large brass pot. The Chiefs then set fire to the pile and the body was
consumed, the ashes were buried under a neighbouring pepul tree, and a
shabby little brick and plaster monument has since been erected over them.

The rumours of dacoits that | heard at Hmineloongyee turn out to be much
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exaggerated. At the beginning of the year some 400 men, headed it was
supposed by the Shan ex Tsawba Kolan appeared to the North of Zimme and
burnt down a village or two, the inhabitants had received warning of the
dacoits’ approach and fled with their property. A force went out from Zimmeé
and the dacoits retired without a blow on either side and have not been heard
of since; as for Kolan, | can hear nothing of him. The inhabitants of a village,
Muang Mi, a day’s journey north of Zimme was suspected of harbouring the
dacoits; so the village containing about 100 houses, | am told was burnt, and
the villagers distributed as slaves amongst the different cities of Zimme,
Labong &c. The Youdon Shans are in terribly bad odour, and any one of that
race found any where in Zimmé territory who could not give a good account of
himself would have a poor chance of escaping alive.

In my evening’s walk | met a small caravan of 60 or 70 bullocks in
charge of 30 men from Lagong, they had brought cotton which they sell here
at 4 annas a viss. They are to take back betel-nut sold here now at 7 viss for
a Rupee; (the Shan viss being % of the Burmese viss) but this is an unusually
small price the common [it] is 2 to 3 viss for a Rupee but just now the market
is glutted owing to there having been no export to Mone this year. About 3 or
4 months ago a large caravan of 1,000 bullocks from Mone arrived within 3
marches of Zimme; but in consequence of the disturbances just mentioned
orders were sent that the caravan was to return at once, and no trading was
permitted. The Mone traders bring axes, dhas &c., for sale and take back
betel-nut only.

April 23 rd—I walked along the Mone road; it starts from the north or
white elephant gate of the fort and is broad and well defined, but is said to
dwindle to a mere track at a short distance from the city. The gate takes its

name from two figures of elephants on the road; these were erected some
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years ago, as a propitiation to the Nats, who were supposed to have become
enraged at the large number of wild elephants that had been captured.

| learnt to—-day that the offical whom | met on the 17 th, is a nephew of
the Chow Mahatep, who is a first cousin of the late Chief. The Chow Mahatep
let this some days ago for Hmineloongalay, from where he goes south to
Hmineloongyee inspecting the teak forests en route. The King of Siam has
made over to him all the forests on the Hmineloongyee and its affluents;
hitherto the Chief has held these forests, and has | am told already issued
permits to cut timber in them this year. The transfer of the forests to the Chow
Mahatep is therefore likely to cause a good deal of litigation, unless he
confirms the permits issued by the Chief, which | fear is unlikely as the two
are not on very good terms.

April 24th.—This morning the Chow Hona, the Chow Rajabut, and Chow
Boo, called on me; they came on ponies, attended by a considerable retinue,
none of whom however were armed. The Chow Hona informed me that some
of the Burmese had grossly insulted the Chief; and that they ought to be
punished. | expressed my sorrow at the occurrence, and asked how the
Burmese had offended. This question was not answered; but the Chow
Rajabut said that some time ago, the Chief had addressed the Commissioner
of Maulmain, asking whether British subjects breaking the laws in Zimme were
not subject to punishment by the Zimme authorities; and if British subjects,
after giving in a written statement that they wished to become subjects of
Zimme, would not thereby be removed from British protection. They asked me
my opinion on these points; and asked how we dealt with foreigners who
broke our laws in our territory. | replied that as the questions had been
referred to the Commissioner, they would doubtless be answered ere long;

and that when foreigners broke our laws, they were punished according to our
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laws, but not until after a formal trial by competent authorities. They talked on
the subject a good deal longer; it being evidently their wish that | should give
an opinion that would seem to sanction the punishement of the offenders; this |
was careful not to do; nor did | feel inclined to enter into a discussion on the
laws of naturalization. | heared afterwards that last years some of the
Burmese had signed requests to become subject of Zimme, as the Chief had
threatened to allow his subjects only to cut timber. The Chow Hona said at last
that Shwe Tsa and Shwe Goon, the one a thitgoung, the other a kind of
pleader, were the culprits, but did not mention their offence.

| suggested that my stay in Zimme was to be a short one; and that if
my assistance in any of the pending cases were required, it would be as well
to Shan viss being % of the Burmese viss) but this is an unusually small price.
The common price is 2 to 3 viss for a Rupee but just now the market is glutted
owing to there having been no export to Mone this year. About 3 or 4 months
ago a large caravan of 1,000 bullocks from Mone arrived within 3 marches of
Zimme; but in consequence of the disturbances just mentioned orders were
sent that the caravan was to return at once, and no trading was permitted.
The Mone traders bring axes, dhas &c., for sale and take back betel-nut only.

April 23rd—| walked along the Mone road; it starts from the north or
white elephant gate of the fort and is broad and well defined, but is said to
dwindle to a mere track at a short distance from the city. The gate takes its
name from two figures of elephants on the road; these were erected some
years ago, as a propitiation to the Nats, who were supposed to have become
enraged at the large number of wild elephants that had been captured.

| learnt to—day that official whom | met on the 17 th, is a nephew of the
Chow Mahatep, who is a first cousin of the late Chief. The Chow Mahatep left

this some days ago for Hmineloongalay, from where he goes south to
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Hmineloongyee inspecting the teak forests en route. The King of Siam has
made over to him all the forests on the Hmineloongyee and its affluents;
hitherto the Chief has held these forests, and has | am told already issued
permits to cut timber in them this year. The transfer of the forests to the Chow
Mahatep is therefore likely to cause a good deal of litigation, unless he
confirms the permits issued by the Chief, which | fear is unlikely as the two
are not on very good terms.

April 24th.—This morning the Chow Hona, the Chow Rajabut, and Chow
Boo, called on me; they came on ponies, attended by a considerable retinue,
none of whom however were armed. The Chow Hona informed me that some
of the Burmese had grossly insulted the Chief; and that they ought to be
punished. | expressed my sorrow at the occurrence, and asked how the
Burmese had offended. This question was not answered; but the Chow
Rajabut said that some time ago, the Chief had addressed the Commissioner
of Maulmain, asking whether British subjects breaking the laws in Zimme were
not subject to punishment by the Zimme authorities; and if British subjects,
after giving in a written statement that they wished to become subjects of
Zimme, would not thereby be removed from British protection. They asked
me my opinion on these points; and asked how we dealt with foreigners who
broke our laws in our territory. | replied that as the questions had been
referred to the Commissioner, they would doubtless be answered ere long;
and that when foreigners broke our laws, they were punished according to our
laws, but not until after a formal trial by competent authorities. They talked on
the subject a good deal longer; it being evidently their wish that | should give
an opinion that would seem to sanction the punishment of the offenders; this
was careful not to do; nor did | feel inclined to enter into a discussion on the

laws of naturalization. | heared afterwards that last year some of the Burmese
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had signed requests to become subjects of Zimme, as the Chief had
threatened to allow his subjects only to cut timber. The Chow Hona said at last
that Shwe Tsa and Shwe Goon, the one a thitgoung, the other a kind of
pleader, were the culprits, but did not mention their offence.

| suggested that my stay in Zimme was to be a short one; and that if
my assistance in any of the pending cases were required, it would be as well
to settlesome day to begin work; they answered that a house inside the city
had been prepared for me; and that if | moved into it | should be more
conveniently situated for their visits to consult me. After they were gone, |
found on enquiry that Shwe Tsa and Shwe Goon, had spoken lightly of the
appointment made by the Chief, of Ko Pathce as Panya; Shwe Tsa and Shwe
Goon laughed at this, and said the chief might as well have appointed a dog.
Late in the evening | heard that both of them had been put in irons.

The Chief has settled to stay in Zimme, and is not going to meet the
Karennee Chief, Tsaoropogyee in person, (the Chow Hona said to-day that the
Chief was too great a man to meet Tsaoroproyee; and that he had never
intended doing more than superintend the arrangements at a distance;) Chow
Kyeen a nephew of the late Chief, a Panya, and 500 men have left Zimme for
Hmineloongalay, near which place they are to meet Tsaoropogyee.

Before the Karennee Ahmatgyee left this, there was a grand ceremony
at which the Ahmatgyee and the Zimme Chief drank water, in which a
musket, a sword, and a spear had been dipped, invoking curses, and dangers
from those weapons on the race which should first break peace.

25th. April—I called on the Chow Hona this morning, in consequence of
being told that he had reported to the Chief that | had stated than Shwe Tsa
and Swe Goon should be punished. | pointed out that | had distinctly declined

to give an opinion in the matter, as the Chief had referred the question to the
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Commissioner; but as far as this particular case went, that in British territory
people were accustomed to speak their minds freely, and that might be the
reason that the two Burmans had forgotten themselves; that so powerful a
potentate as the Zimme Chief could easily afford to overlook nonsense talked
by such insignificant people as Shwé Tsa, and Shwe Goon | said this, because
a rumour had got abroad that the two men were to be killed, and there was a
panic amongst the Burmese.

The Chow Hona said that after a consultation with the Chief, he would
tell me more about it. At mid—-day | removed from my quarters on the bank of
the river to a thatched building inside the city, close to the court house. Just
behind it is the house of the late Chief; large, built of fine timber, and nearly
new, but just about to be pulled down, as the late Chief expressed a wish
before his death that it should not be occupied. Near it is “Nan,” or palace,
built by a former Chief, the only brick residence in Zimme; it is closed up, and
not used. In the afternoon the Chows Hona, Rajabut, and Maing came to see
me; the last as yet holds no appointment; but | hear, he expects to be the
Chow Rajawun. He is more talkative, and more intelligent than the others, and
they seem to defer to him, altho’ he has no. | heard that a letter from the King
of Siam arrived to-day directing the Chief to find out and report what steps
the Kyaintung people have taken to colonize Kyaingtsin, an old city two days’
journey north of Kyainghai. | am told that the Kyaintung Shans have sent down
100 families to settle in Kyaingtsin, without making any reference to Zimme, or
to Bangkok.

April 26th.—In the morning | visited a pagoda to the west of city; it is
called the pagoda of the 100,000 flowers, and is situated in a village of the
same name, which evidently at one time was strongly fortified; the poongyee

could give me to information about it. The chief curiosity was a large copper
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Gaudama, said to weigh 900,000 viss (Shan), or about 1,053 tons; there are
said to be only two others like it, one in Mogouk, north of Ava, and one in old
Arracan. The poongyee, in answer to my qustion, gravely stated that the
“Nats” had provided the copper. During the day several officials called on me;
amongst others the Chief Panya, Panya tippasein; he has been the court
Panya during three reigns and has, | am told, a great deal to say to the
decision of all cases.

He is a crafty-looking old man, of over 70 years of age; but evidently in
the full possession of his intellects. | asked him if he knew when the civil cases
now pending were to be called on for hearing, but he answered curtly. | was
afterwards told that he looked on my coming up about the cases, as an
encroachment on his province. The Chow Rajabut also called, and gave me
some cocoanuts full of kind of white grease, instead of the usual water; all the
fruit of the trees are not so filled; but about one nut in six. The cocoanuts here
are far better than any | have tasted elsewhere; and are most refreshing in
this sultry weather.

In the evening the Chief, and the Chow Hona, Rajabut, Maing and Boo
honoured me with their company at dinner, which at their special request, was
served in English fashion. On receiving permission from the Chief, the others
seated themselves at table; it was no easy task to see my guests served, to
set them the example how to dispose of the viands, (the Chow Hona seemed
to think that soup should be eaten with a knife), and to keep up a conversation
through an interpreter. After dinner many civil specches passed; and my
guests departed apparently well pleased with their entertainment.

April 27th.—I called on the Chief early and suggested that | had been
here foe some days, that my stay could not be extended beyond a few more

days; and that if he required my assistance in the cases now pending that it
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would be as well to begin at once, if convenient to him. | pointed out that a
number of respectable Burmans were now awaiting the decision of their cases
with anxiety, that if they found that no result was arrived at, they would be
afraid in future to bring their money into Zimme; and that the timber trade
would be left to rogues and adventurers, and thus the revenue would
decrease and loss accrue to the Chief. He agreed with me, said that all the
difficulties had sprung up during his predecessor’s time, and that he would see
what could be done. | pressed the matter as far as possible, but received no
definite answer as to when business would commence. | then mentioned the
insecurity of life and property from the attacks of dacoits in the Hmineloongyee
forests and on the Salween. The Chief said that he hoped the country would
be quieter now that he had come to an understanding with the Karennees. |
pointed out that even if the Karennees kept quiet, that there was danger to be
expected from marauding parties of the Youndon Shans, and mentioned the
state of fear in whice | found the people round Hmineloongyee on my way up.
He then asked me how the English managed, | described our system of Police.
He approved of it, but said that Zimme territory was thinly populated, and that
it would be very difficult for him to establish anything of the kind; that when
large bodies of dacoits came down forces were sent out from the city, and that
he did not see what else could be done. | tried to show him that the expense
and trouble of keeping up fixed guards would be more than counterbalanced
by the prosperity which would ensue resulting from security of life and
property, but he did not appear to be convinced.

| was visited to-day by the Shan ex Tsawbwa of Moungyuay. He came
to Zimme some three years ago and was deputed by the late Chief to make a
settlement in Muangpegyee on the stream of the same name that runs into

the Mepah; it is 8 marches north-west of Zimmé He told me that at the
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beginning of last year the town was flourishing and increasing in size, that it
then contained one thousand houses, and that attached to it were 160
elephants engaged in working the neighbouring forests, where teak abounded.
At the beginning of last year he was ordered by the late Chief to go to
Bangkok; in his absence, Kolan came with a large force and attacked
Muangpegyee carring off the elephants, and half the inhabitants, the
remainder fled to Zimmé and were distributed amongst the different cities;
now Muangpegyee is a desert. The ex Tsawbwa is now living in Zimme doing
nothing; a kind of pensioner of the Chief’s, he cut his hair like an Oozanboke.
In the evening the Chows Hona, Rajabut, Maing and Boo came to consult me
about Shweé Tsa ans Shwe Goon’s matter, saying that the Chief and his family
were degraded by what had taken place. | could only repeat what | had
before said that nothing that such humble people could say would hurt a Chief
of Zimme; and that it appeared to me that the most dignified proceeding
would be to take no further notice of the matter, as the men had now been in
Gaol for some days, a sufficient warning to others to be more careful. The
Chows evidently did not agree with me and went on talking about it for an
hour, and then retired to consult the Chief. The Burmans have taken up the
idea that the two men are to be executed; after dinner the Chow Noay Naw,
and her husband came to see me and continued talking till a late hour.

April 29th.—At the Chief’s request | went to his house to see a pooay,
a very grand affair, all the officials being present but none of their wives. The
performers were with the exception of one old man, women brought by the
Chief from Bangkok, the language used being Siamese. The plot of the piece
was a mystery to me, and indeed to nearly all the spectators, for when |
asked the Chow Hona for an explanation he told me he hardly understood a

word. The dancers themselves do not as in a Burmese pooay sing also; this
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part of the entertainment being performed by a chorus led by man, who has
the score of the play and read a words from a “parabike.” The band was
good and the dresses handsome. A number of the poorer class were present
as spectators at one end of the building, but we heard none of those bursts of
laughter that occur momentarily at a Burmese pooay, the woman stood at a
distance. After the performance had continued for six hours the players were
dismissed and we had dinner, the party consisting of the Chief, one of his
sons, myself and five of the Chows. The meal was served in the Siamese
fashion first; but when | thought the whole thing was over we began again on
a dinner served in the English manner. The spirit made here from rice was
drunk at dinner, it is clear and strong and not unlike whisky in taste. When |
was leaveing the Chief said that to-morrow business should commence.

April 30th.—Last night one of the Chief’s son was taken ill and now lies
in a dangerous state. | saw him three days ago, he was then looking very ill
and emaciated. | am told he is a confirmed opium smoker; Mr. McGilvary was
called in to prescribe for him, but seeing the hopeless state of the patient
declined to do so, as in a previous occasion he vaccinated a child which
suvsequently died of diarrhcea and he was accused of killing it. The Chief and
all the principal officials are in the young man’s house, and no business was
transacted to-day.

May T1st—Visited a temple that | was told, is frenquented by the
Chinese, and Chinese-Shans, when they came down; around the temple is a
small colony of Chinese, (4 or 5 families) who have married Zimmeé women. |
had a long talk with the headman; he come originally from Muang Koo, with
50 or 60 others, who all settled in Zimme; this was 16 years ago, and only 4
or b of the original settlers remain, many having died and a few returned to

their country. He assured me that for 8 ot 9 years past no caravans have
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come down from the north; that he had heard that a few traders had come to
Muang Pe, and Muang Nan; but they had not come to Zimmeé. In former
years, when he first came to Zimme, 8,000 or 9,000 traders with mules,
ponies and bullocks used to come down every year, bringing gold, copper, iron
and silk, and taing back cotton, tusks, horns, and sometimes betel-nut to sell
in Kyaintung; but this last was not taken to Muang Koo, or Muang La as it is
not used there. He cpuld give me no satisfactory reason for the falling off of
this trade, the Zimmeé authorities did not prevent them from coming; he
himself attributed it to the fighting between to Mahomedan, and non-
Mahomedan-Chinese but this seems an unsatisfactory reason, for he went on
to say that he had heard that this year and last year large caravans had come
from Muang La to Kyaintung to buy cotton. He described Muang Koo as being
a food deal larger than Zimme, situated on a small stream to Me Koo, that
runs into the Cambodia, (Mekhong) which lies 6 days journey to the west. The
Chinese name of Muang Koo is Shuangsoojoo. To the north of it, 9 marches,
lies Taleejoo, compared to which my informant said Zimme is a little village. It
is built in streets, and the houses are large and strongly built; many of them
being of brick. The road between Taleejoo and Muang Koo is good, although
rather high hills are crossed, and there are villages at intervals rhe whole way.
Muang La, Chinese name Luokjoo (Esmok), lies 11 marches to the south-west
of Muang Koo, the road is fair, but over high hills; villages of from 10 to 100
houses all the way.

From Muang La to Kyainhung is 11 days journey; road pretty good, hills
not steep, villages for the first 3 marches out of Muang La, then it lies through
a thin jungle, no difficulty about water; but tigers are numerous in parts, and
bold. The Cambodia is crossed by ferry at Kyainhung. From Kyainhung to

Kyaintung it is 9 marches; road fair, no hills of any height, but there are two
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large streams to be crossed in boats, the named of which my informant forgot.
The road from Kyaingtung to Zimme, my informant described as good but hilly,
the journey taking 12 days. This is sharp marching, for the distance according
to Captain McLeod is over 270 miles.

The Chief’s son continues very ill; and all the higher officials are in
attendance on him. In the evening | visited the Chow Rajabut (who is
prevented by rheumatism from going with the officials) to ascertain if he took
any interest in, or could give me any information about the Karennee question.
Ha did not seem very well up in the matter, but said that a few years before
his birth there gad been disputes between the Chiefs of Zimme and Karennee;
and that after a time they had come to an understanding, and the Karennees
had renounced all claim to the forest on the eastern bank of the Salween; and
that peace had then been declared with some such ceremonies as have just
been gone through with Tsaoropogyee; that all had been quiet enough till
Deepah appeared on the scene; but the now this last “treaty” had been
entered into, all would be quiet again. | hope so, but expressed my doubts;
the Chow however appeared indifferent about it; and began to talk on the
subject to them of never failing interest, namely the visit of himself, the chief,
and other to Bangkok, in October next, when several actions of importance and
involving large sums of money, brought against them are to be decided. He
said he did not know where Deepah was at present.

May 2nd—Went to Panawn, a village 4 miles on the Mone road; the
road is broad and good as far as Panawn, but beyond there is only a jungle
path. Thus far it is repaired yearly, as a grand festival is held at the Kyoung,
which all the Chows attend; the attraction is a recumbent figure of Gundama,
about 60 feet long, placed in a more highly decorated building than | have

seen elsewhere in these parts. A culprit was flogged in front, of my quarters
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to—-day; his fault was running away from his master for which he received 30
stripes with a cane on the upper part of the back; a fresh man took the cane
after every 10 stripes the punishment was very severe.

| visited the Goal to-day; it is a small wooden building inside a bamboo
fence; the gate was open and | saw no guard; the place was tolerably clean;
but the prisoners were rather cramped for room; they were all in leg irons,
and some had a heavy iron collar in addition. No arrangements are made by
the Government for their food; those that have friends are fed by them, those
that have none, go out daily to beg their food in the town. A few of the
prisoners were employed in sawing timber, but the greater part were idle.
There appear to be no fixed times of imprisonment; the prisoners are confined
till the Chief thinks fit to release them; probably until some one is found to pay
a sufficient sum of money.

3rd. May—The Chow Maing called to-day, and expressed his sorrow
that no business could be transacted in consequence of the continued illness of
the Chief’s son, who appears to be gradually sinking; all the higher officials
spend the greater part of the day in his house. The Chow mentioned the letter
from the King of Siam ordering a strict enquiry into the settlement of the
Kyaintung Shans in Kyaintsin, and said that an official would start for that
place at once. The King is willing that the Kyaintung people should settle there,
if they will acknowledge his authority and pay tribute, otherwise he will turn
them out by force. The Chow said that a force of 7,000 men could be raised,
and appeared to think this ample for discomfiture of any army likely to be
raised by the Kyaintung Shans. He boasted of the former victories over them
whem Kyaintsin was reduced before, 50 years ago he fixed as the date.
Kyaintsin was then a walled-city about two-thirds the size of Zimmeé

situated in the Cambodia with paddy land, for miles around it, said to exceed
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in fertility any land in this neighbourhood.

May 4th—| was requested to attend the court at mid-day. | found the
Chows Hona, Rajobut and Maing present, the latter is always the Chief
spokesman when present. The clerk read over a number of letters from the
Commissioner of Maulmain, forwarding claims of certain thitgoungs on the
estate of the headman (Touk-Naveegian) and others Maykadon who were
killed last year by oder of the late Chief as described in my journey of the 6th
April. Several thitgoungs from Maulmain entrusted elephants and money to the
Touk and others, to work the forests; and their complaint is that when the
property of the Maykadon people was seized their property was seized also.
After the letters had been read the Chow Maing said that it seemed to him
that as the thitgoungs had entrusted their property to such a bad man as
Touk-Naveegain that they must take the consequences. The answer was
obvious, that the Touk was appointed by the Chief himself, and was therefore
naturally supposed by the thitgoungs to be a trustworthy person. For three
hours this point was discussed, after which the Chows said they would consult
the Chief.

The court house is a large dirty building; the officials occupy a raised
platform, and the suitors and idlers stand below; a good deal of eating goes on
on the platform; as and far as | can ascertain a wonderfully small amount of
business is transacted. | have only heard of one case being decided lately; in
that the complainant was Cox, the East Indian before mentioned; after a
considerable delay he got a decree passed in his favour, but on his pressing
for payment, the court said the defendant was not yet satisfied, and the whole
business was begun again.

May 5th.—I was again requested to attend the court, the same officials

as yesterday were present with the addition of Chow Boo. The Chow Maing
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began on the Maykadon cases again, saying that there were 1,327 logs of
timber in the forests, property of the deceased Touk-Naveegain; and
suggested that these should be handed over to me in payment of all claims. |
explained that | was in no way an agent of the claimants, but was there to
assist in settling the cases; that as yet the claims had not been enquired into,
and that the above suggestion seemed an unsatisfactory mode of cocluding
matters.

That the fairest way as it appeared to me would be to have a list of all
the property seized laid before the court, than to enquire into the claims; and if
they were found true, pay them in full, or in such proportion as the estate
would allow. The Chow Maing said that the claims of some of The Zimme
people against the deceased were heavy. | explained that the Commissioner’s
“Mahamatsa” only requested that the bearers claims might be enquired into
and justice done; that it was by no means his wish that the claims of British
subjects should be held superior to those of Zimme people, and that the claims
were made on the deceased’s estate, the confiscated property, and not on the
Chief’s private purse. After a great deal of talking, they promised to have this
list prepared at once, and to begin early to-morrow to enquire into the cases.

| visited the Chief and announced my intended departure on the 10th,
and asked if he had come to any decision in the matter of the obstruction in
the Hmineloongyee stream which the Commissioner had suggested should be
surveyed, with a view to its removal by an English Engineer; the Chief
answered that this would be referred to Bangkok. The Commissioner had also
asked for a map of the Zimme territory showing boundaries, & c. As | knew
that no steps had been taken to prepare such a map, | begged the Chief to
send me men who knew the country and from their description | would try and

make a rough sketch. He assured me that the map was in course of
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preparation and would be ready before | went.

| then again introduced the subject of the disputes with the Karennees,
and mentioned how anxious the British authorities were that a proper
understanding should be arrival at. The Chief referred to the “treaty” and
appeared confident that all would be quiet in future, and said that he had
done all that lay in his power, and that all future disturbances would be the
fault of the Karennees | said | had heard a rumour that he had granted
permission to the Karenneses to come into the forest east of the Salween to
cut timber; he assured me the rumour was incorrect; and that he had granted
no such permission. The Chief then lapsed into civil speeches requesting me to
extend my stay and expressing his pleasure at my visit.

May 6th.—I| breakfasted early and held myself in readiness to attend
the court, as the Chows promised yesterday to put their shoulders to the
wheel to-day. Not very much to my astonishment, | was not called, and in the
afternoon | discovered that some of the court people had spent the day in
going about trying to ascertain what share of the Maykadon property the
different Chows and their relations had received. Up to the 1St of this month,
the weather was very hot, the thermometer never marking lessthan 101° at 3
P.M., but since that date it has ben cool amd cloudy with a good deal of rain;
to-day there is regular monsoon weather, very heavy showers with a drizzling
rain between them. | am told this is very unusual so esrly in the year.

To-day there arrived from Muang Pe, an official with 300 men to assist
in putting down the disturbances. Now for 4 weeks there has been no hint of
disturbances; and in reality nothing has occurred for the last 3 months; Muang
Pe is only 8 marches from Zimme. The Muang Pe official, who is a brother of
the Chow Rajabut of that place, came to see me; he came direct here, without

passing Labong, or Lagong; and said that Muang Pe lies nearly due east of
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Zimme; and to this statement he adhered, and two followers said the same.
On map it is placed to the south-east; he gave the distanxc as about 120
miles, as well as | could reckon; the road being very fair.

Muang Nan, he said was three marches to the north, the road being
good; of Muanglung Phaban he knew nothing; but one of his followers puts the
distance at 7 nights east of Muang Nan; he has been there once 20 years
ago. He told me that 3 or 4 small caravans of 30 or 40 men with ponies, and
mules came down through Muang Nan from Kyaintung bringing straw hats.
Silk and copper, taking back cotton; but he spoke of the trade as on a very
small scale. Muang Nan, and Muang Pe from all accounts seem to be about
the same size; both about two-thirds the size of Zimmeé; but Muanglang
Phaban is described as larger in extent, but containing comparatively very few
inhabitants; it is said to have fallen off considerably of late years. Considering
that Muang Nan, Muang Pe and Muanglang Phaban are supposed to be
closely allied with, if not in some degree under Zimme, the officials of the
latter place know wonderfully little about them. The Chow Maing to whom as
the most intelligent man. | have met here, | applied for information, gave me a
rough sketch of the places; but it differed entirely from the account given me
by the Muang Pe official, and was evidently very incorrect. Of the country east
at Muanglang Phaban | could find no one who even pretended to know
anything. It is inhabited by people called Kamoos, Kamyins and Kamyits, who
occasionally come down here bringing wax. Raw silk and putsoes, bit wherein
these tribes differ | could not ascertain; they are said to be under Muanglang
Phaban, but do not appear to pay any tax.

The higher officers of Zimme, Labong and Lagong are all closely
connected by marriage; but Muang Pe and Muang Nan seem to stand apart;

Muanglang Phaban again stands alone.
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May 7th.—In the afternoon | again attended court at thr Chow Hona’s
request. The Chow Maing as usual chief spokesman, made a long speech; it
was the custom he said of Zimme to confiscate all the property of dacoits,
such as Touk-Naveeqgain, for the use of Government; but that on the present
occasion as the claimants were British subjects, the Zimme chief was willing to
give over 300 logs of timber that were lying in the Hmineloongyee stream, the
property of the late Touk, in satisfaction of all claims, that is timber worth
about 7,000 Rs. in payment of claims for about 60,000 Rs. | said that | was in
no way empowered by the claimants to make any compromise; that | was not
there as their counsel, but to assist; the Zimme officials in administering
substantial justice, that as yet none of the claims had been enquired into, and
that it was early to talk of a compromise before even a preliminary enquiry
had been made, and reminded him of his promise to have a list made of all
the property seized, and then to try the cases. He then said that the Chief had
ruled that the property of dacoits, once having been confiscated could not be
given up; that in consideration of the claimants being British subjects, he
offered 300 logs of timber, but that no more would be given, and to any one
else as much would not be offered. | thanked him to his consideration for
British subjects, but declined the logs and hinted that it would have simplified
matters, if the Chief’s ruling had been made known some months ago. The
Chow Maing said it was very difficult for the Chief to know how to act, but
that he was anxious that the Maulmain Commissioner should issue a
proclamation ordering that no British subjected should have any dealings with
any Zimme people unless sanctioned by the Chief, that from such
unauthorized dealings endless disputes arose; that as it was there were many
cases pending between Burmans and Shans and between Burmans

themselves; that the Burmans would not agree to the Zimmeé customs; and
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that the losers always went down to Bangkok to appeal, and got the Zimme
officials into trouble, and that therefore they must in future decline
adjudicating; at present their time was taken up without any advantage to
themselves.

| explained our customs in civil suits as well as | could, and pointed out
that when trade was introduced, there would always be a likelihood of
disputes; that although these entailed a good deal of trouble, the trouble was
far more than counter-balanced by the advantages derived from trade,
without which no country could increase in riches, and a good deal more to the
same purpose. The Zimme custom to which the Chow Maing referred as being
objectionable to the Burmans is this — When a Zimme subject makes a claim
in court he deposits a sum of money equal to the amount claimed, as a
voucher that he is not making a frivolous complaint. If the case is decided
against him he loses his deposit; but if the defendant after having denied the
claim loses his case he has to pay the complainant double the amount
claimed, both parties before the suits is commenced agree to take the decision
of the court as final. The Burmans say that this is a new custom introduced in
the present reign, and it is hardly to be expected that they fresh from our
courts should agree to it if they can get their cases settled otherwise. The
Zimme officials on the other hand say that the custom is as old as the hills,
and that even if it were not the Chief has a right to make what rules he
pleases. Anything more unsatisfactory than the present state of things cannot
well be conceived; numbers of cases involving large sums of money are
pending, and there does not seem to be the remotest chance of their
settlement. The Chief sent for me and presented me with a fine elephant with
trappings complete.

May 8th.—The river has risen considerably and is now full from bank to
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bank, and running between 4 and 5 miles and hour, the rise is unusually early.
The bridge is giving way in one part; it is built of stout timber, on a double row
of posts, 12 feet a part; it was erected 4 years ago, the previous bridge lasted
for 20 years. Large bodies of men were employed in clearing the posts of
debris, and putting them into position, their labour being superintended by the
Chow Hona.

| again attended court to give my opinion in a heavy civil suit in which
one of the thitgoungs sued Shangalay the headman of Meintung for over 3
lacs of Rupees for the non-delivery of timber. If all the suits are brought before
the court in the same style that this was. | am not surprised at the officials not
wishing to adjudicate. An agent appeared on each side, the claim was made
and denied; but there were no witnesses to speak to facts. | suggested that a
day should be fixed for the appearance of the witnesses, and gave my opinion
on what | had heard. The officials agreed with what | said, but the claimant
was not satisfied and withdrew his “Mahamatsa,” and afterwards said he was
going to Bangkok about it.

May 9th.—I visited the Sooptip pagoda, situated on the hills to the west
of the city; the distance to the foot of the hill is 3 miles, the ascent is about 2
Y2 miles, and very steep in parts; by the side of the path runs the stream,
which enters the city at the south-west angle and supplies it with water. The
pagoda stands 2,100 feet above the plain (the highest part of the range is, |
was told by Mr. McGilvary 3,600 feet), it is the only pagoda that | have seen
in the neighbourhood in good repair, and is evidently a good deal thought of,
numbers of worshippers were coming up, and there were offerings in great
profusion. Attached to the pagoda is a board on which is cut an inscription
stating that the pagoda was erected in 1125 B.E., by the General, Tsitkay, and

officers of the Tsingbyooshing, but no names are given.
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On the platforms is a large bell presented by the late Chief weighing
according to its inscription 156,000 viss, (Shan) or about 183 tons. It was
dragged up the hill by men, all the inhabitants of the city turning out for that
purpose.

In the afternoon | paid my farewell visits to the Chief and other Chows.
The Chief was most cordial in his manner, and expressed in strong terms his
wish that other British officers may visit Zimme.

Zimme. In outward appearance has | fancy altered very little since
Captian McLeod wrote his description of it in 1836. The fortifications are
exactly the same, the walls perhaps being in better order, having lately been
repaired; the gates are all closed at night, and there is a guard over cash, the
men of the guard however are not very wakeful. There is a good number of
guns inside the walls, not mounted on the walls but lying in sheds near the
court, and elsewhere; | saw only one gun carriage, however. The number of
houses inside the walls has | should think diminished since 1836, Captain
McLeod puts the number as given by an official at 704, but thought this was
under-rated. | asked several officials but they all professed ignorance except
one, who said there were 200 houses. On my looking astonished he said “the
smaller houses are not taken into consideration.” | should think that the
number of houses must be between 600 and 700 inside, and as many more
outside and along the banks of the river. The bazaar is held for 3 days
alternately in the inner and outer fort; on the road running from east to west,
there are a very few small stalls, but most of the vendors are in the open air,
pork is always to be had, but the supply of beef has been stopped lately, as
the Chief has forbidden the slaughter of cattle because it led to cattle theft;
ducks and fowls are not brought to the bazaar for sale, but are not to be got

cheaply in the houses outside the walls; fresh fish is very scarce; the
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vegetables common in our bazaars are plentiful in Zimme; of fruits | have seen
only mangoes, plantains, cocoanuts, and “kanazothees.” For the last 4 or 5
mornings there have been quantities of a large kind of white ant for sale in the
bazaar, they are considered a great dainty. The people of the lower class
appear to live very simply, the Burmans jeer at them saying a chilly and an
eqq is all the seasoning allowed to the rice of a large family. There are some
half a dozen small sheds in which piece goods &c., are sold; but the contents
of the whole of them would not stock a good bazaar stall in Maulmain. |
enquire about the prices, things were much about the same price as in
Maulmain; of some things the prices was less, everything comes from
Bangkok, for so large a place the demand is extraordinarily small; but they are
not like Burmese, a dressy race. Nearly all the men wear blue cotton putsoes,
and nearly all the women dull-coloured striped tamines; the men wear no
turbands and only a few of the women carry handkerchiefs. Jewellery also is
very little worn except by little children. Our rupee is the coin in use; no
Bangkok money is to be seen in the bazaar, and none of the Zimmé money as
described by Captain McLeod; this however is still made as court fines are
paid in it, (some profit | imagine being derived from the stamping.) there is a
great dearth of small change; 4 and 2 anna pieces are gladly taken, but our
copper pice are refused, the small change is therefore generally represented
by strings of betel-nuts, salt and tea. The salt all comes from Bangkok; it is
brought up in boats and sold here at the rate of 8 viss for the Rupee, the
boats take as a return cargo, tobacco, stick-lac and grain. Bullocks are cheap
from 7 to 14 Rupees, they are used as pack animals not for draught; indeed |
have seen only one cart in the place, that was filled with offerings to a
poongyee and dragged by men. The pack bullocks are driven in Indian file, led

by the best of the herd who is decorated with a mask of cowries and feathers,
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a clever leader will fetch as much as 30 Rs. Cows are to be bought for 6 or 7
Rs. Buffaloes, most of them white, are cheaper than in Maulmain, but their
price seems to vary a good deal; elephants fetch much the same price as in
Maulmain. Ponies are scarce at present, probably in consequence of the
Youndon Shans not being allowed to come here, the only good ponies | have
seen in the place were brought from Maulmain by the foresters. | have not
seen a mule or a donkey in Zimmé.

There seems to be no regular system of taxation, cultivators of rice pay
one basket of paddy for every basket sown, when the harvest is gathered in,
and there is the tax on each log of teak, but except these | could hear of no
other sources of revenue. Each man however, has to attach himself to some
high official, and is bound to work for him when required; he may change his
master when he likes by giving notice, which is a check on the master
maltreating the man, but | suspect it would hardly be a safe proceeding for
man to leave his master to go to one of lower rank. The Military levies are
made in the most arbitrary style, the headman of a village is desired to send
so many men, he fails to do so at his peril (I saw the fate of one the headmen
of Muang Hant, who had failed to supply elephants for the carriage of rice for
the troops that went with the ambassadors to Karennee; he was brought to
Zimmé two days ago well flogged in front of the court house, and then put it
irons;) the men come bringing their markets and ammunition, and as much
rice as they can carry round their waist. Discipline of course does not exist, the
army struggles out of Zimmé in group of 6 or 7 with their military order at the
lowest ebb.

Muskets are to be bought here for 12 Rs., but they are the commonest
kind. In the house of the Chief and the higher officials however, | saw a good

many strong serviceable weapons, though most of them had flint locks. The
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Chief told me that there was no gun-smith in the place, there were two or
three men who could do petty repairs, but they have died out. English powder
is brought up from Bangkok and is cheap, the supply however running short
just now as no boats have cone in lately. Weaving and embroidery are the
principal handicrafts, the silk putsoes are much sought after by the Burmans,
as they wear three times as long as those of Burmese manufacture; the
embroidery is used chiefly for the pillows of which several are to be seen in
every house of any pretensions.

The climate seems to be very healthy, Mr. McGilvary’s children were as
strong and rosy as children in England. There is said to be really cold weather
in December, January and February, and | can vouch for the weather being
really hot in April, but it seemed a healthy heat, and not very prostrating. The
rainfall must be small, Mr. McGilvary told me it was certainly less than that of
Bangkok, where it averages only some 65 inches.

Captain Mcleod in his description of Zimmé in 1836 remarks on the
extent to which dram drinking was carried. Large quantities of spirits are said
to be consumed, still very possibly it is so; but during my stay in Zimmé, |
have seen but one drunken man, and he | regret to say, belonged to my own
party. The Zimmé men appear to me to be a most quiet and orderly race, |
have nothing like a riot or quarrel in any of the streets.

May 10th—I had a pretty fair specimen to-day of how justice works in
Zimmeé. A Burman here has a claim on an elephant; two or three days ago
the Chow Hona asked me my opinion of the claim, and after enquiring | said it
appeared to me that the claim was a just one. | asked the Burman this
morning if he had got the animal, his reply was “not yet, but | have given so
and so (naming a high official) Rs. 100 and he says it is all right.” The Chow

Hona, Rajabut and Maing came to bid me good-bye, and made many civil

& 600 WBNANTRNALY: FFINEN5LUEIRFanS e o6



A9 NIFFEINES oed

speeches. They said that the Chief had decided on releasing Shwe Tsa ans
Shwe Goon, and sending them out of his territory. They also said they were
sorry the map that the Commissioner wished for is not yet ready, but they
promised to have it sent shortly.

As there is now plenty of water in the river, | am to go by boat as far
as Muang Hant. The Chief has lent me one of his boats, of 400 baskets
burden, very flat bottomed, the centre part is roofed in like the ferry boats of
Maulmain, but at the stern is a kind of room 8 feet by 5, and high enough to
stand upright in, which | occupied. The Panya Ahmat had been deputed to see
me off and was vociferous in his adieu, and wishes to see me again as the
boat pushed off from the shore, soon after mid-day. After pulling for 1 % hour
the boatmen stopped at a village, and announced that the day’s journey was
over, however | insisted on their going on, and at 7 P.M., we halted at a
village called Soopbong-tawyan, on a nullah of the same name. For the first
two hours after leaving Zimme, the river runs between banks covered with
bamboos; it then enters a large plain which must be under water in the rains
and is cut up into narrow streams which re-unite just above where we halted
for the night.

May 11th—Left at 6.30 A.M.; after 2 hours passed the mouth of the
Me Quang, the river on which Labong is situated; and at 5-30 P.M., reached
Kyeentoung where we halted for the night. The river to-day presented no
remarkable feature, the banks are low and covered with bamboos and
brushwood; small villages are pretty numerous. To the west rises a fine range
of hills ending abruptly in a peak called the “tiger’s head”, the head formed
apparently of bare rocks rising out of dense foliage; above the head again is
thick jungle, whence issue 3 or 4 waterfalls that flow over the head.

May 12th.—Left Kyeentoung at 6-30 A.M., and halting for 1 %2 hour at
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Maitsway reached Muang Hant. About a mile above Muang Hant the cast
bank of sandstone riscs to the height of over 100 feet, it is cut by the rain into
the most fantastic shapes. The steersman informed me that once upon a time
a Princess received the addresses of a low born admirer, and the amour being
discovered, the lovers were bound together on a horse and driven over this
bank into the river. The distance from Zimme to Muang Hant by water must
be, | should think, about 80 or 90 miles.

13th May,—Muang Hant.

Detained here to-day for elephants; there are 50 belonging to
the village, but by noon two were forthcoming. | had to mention to the people
the little scene that | had witnessed in Zimmeé of one of their headmen being
flogged, and by 5 P.M., the requisite number of elephants was produced.

May 14th.—Muang Hant to Baw — distance 23 miles.

About 3 miles from the village was pointed out to me the place where
rubies have been found. A great number of small ones has been picked up,
but none of any size; curiously enough considering the neighbourhood of the
village no holes of any depth had been dug. About two miles further on, we
passed a corpse lying under a ridge of rock, close to the road. It is said to be
that of an insane who has been wandering about the jungles of late;
apparently it was nobody’s business to bury it. The Mepapi which had not a
drop of water in it last month, has now 3 feet in some parts; from its many
rocks it must be a most difficult stream to cross after continuous rain. | made a
push to reach Baw, the first village on the road, and the elephants arrived
after a journey of 13 %2 hours. It was as well we reached shelter, for the rain
came down in torrents the whole night.

May 15th.—Baw to Maizaleen Tseetol — distance 11 miles.

A dark rainy day. The elephants were over 8 hours doing this short
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distance; the roads being very slippery.

May 16th.—Maizaleen Tseetol to Tsakan on the Mailit nullah — distance
11 miles.

The weather still gloomy and rainy. There is no village when we halt
to-day; but we are lucky in finding some deserted sheds built by foresters.

May 17th.—Tsakan on the Mailit to hut on the Maizaleen stream —
distance 18 miles.

Heavy rain in the morning, and occasional showers the rest of the day;
the bed of the stream is fortunately too steep to be deep, otherwise we should
have had difficulty in travelling to-day. Elephants 12 hours out.

May 18th—Hut on the Maizaleen to Hmineloongyee — distance 9
miles.

Very rainy day, and as most of the elephants had strayed during the
night it was mid-day before we started, and evening before we reached
Hmineloongyee. When at Zimme, | dispatched a letter to the Assistant
Commissioner at Phapoon, asking him to have boats and elephants ready for
me at Dahgwinlseik on the 20" as | wished to return by that route. | find that
my letter has not got beyond this place; a heavy dacoity took place last month
between Phapoon and Dahgwintseik, which has effectually closed the road. |
must therefore send on messengers to Phapoon to get elephants, which will
detain me here for two days. The Panya Kin will let me have elephants from
here to Dahgwintseik; but owners do not like taking their elephants over the
Salween, for three reasons, the difficulty in crossing the river, the panic
caused by the late dacoity, and the fear of the survivors of the Maykadon
villages, many of whom fled to Phapoon after the massacre.

May 19th.—Hmineloongyee.

The rain continues to fall heavily. | am told it is most unusual at this time
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of the year, that even in the height of the rains, such a continuance of wet
weather is not common. | had heard that an Oozoonboke Shan had lately been
put to death here by order of the Chief; and to-day | asked how he was
executed. He was invited by some of the Panya Kin’s men to drink, was,
made intoxicated, and whilst in that state was chopped down from behind
with axes ; his fault | believe, was having run away with some of the Chief’s
female slaves.

The Cho Mahatep left this a few days ago, he has issued no permits to
work his forests ; and his nephew, whom | met here, does not seem to know
what his intentions are.

May 20th.—Hmineloongyee.

A dacoity was committed this morning about 8 miles to the south-west
; some elephants belonging to a Karen village were carried off ; but it is not
known who the dacoits are, or what their number is. The Panya Kin gave
orders for 30 men to get ready to go to the spot, and 30 more to go to
Dahgwintseik to cut off the dacoits if they take that route.

In the evening my messengers returned from Dahgwintseik, they found
the Salween full from bank to bank, and still rising; the current was so rapid
and so many logs of timber were coming down that it was unsafe for any raft
to cross, and no boats were to be found; | therefore have to make up my mind
to return by the route | came. | went at once to the Panya Kin to beg that the
elephants that were to have accompanied us to Dahgwintseik might go to
Yinbine instead. This he refused saying that he would give me elephants to the
bank of the Thoungyin and no further. | pointed out that Hlinebooay, the
nearest place on the British side where elephants are procurable, was 3
marches from the Thoungyin, and that unless he gave me elephants delay

would ensue which it was of great importance to me to avoid, as my followers
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would probably fall ill.

The more | civilly pressed the matter the more resolutely he refused
until he became rude in his manner, or which | told him that | had heard the
Chief’s letter to him read in which he was ordered to give me anything |
wanted, and that | should certainly take steps to bring his conduct to the
Chief’s notice, unless the elephants were provided. | had hardly left the house
when he sent a man to say that he was only an ignorant man, and that the
elephants should be ready in the morning.

May 21st.—Hmineloongyee to Kapa.

No elephants appeared till 11 A.M., it was then raining hard, but |
started at once for fear there might be further difficulties about the animals.
We reached Kapa about 5 P.M., our route being more circuitous than that by
which we came, as there is a good deal of water in the Hmineloongyee
stream, which we have to avoid as much as possible.

May 22nd.—Kapa to Tsakan on the Mailit stream.

We started at 6 P.M., the rain still coming from steadily and reached
Maykadon without crossing Hmineloongyee. From thence we struck off to the
south over high hills, and soon after 3 P.M. came to the Mailit stream not far
from its junction with the Hmineloongyee; its water was not over 4 feet deep,
but was running so rapidly that even the elephants had some difficulty in
crossing. We encamped on the left bank.

May 23rd.—Tsakan on the Mailit to Tsakan on the Megnaw.

After a tiring march up and down very steep hills, we hit the Megnaw
at Yeagoon, the best ford, and got across without much difficulty, but we have
been 3 days doing the distance; we accomplished easily in 2 going up.

May 24th.— Tsakan on the Megnaw to deserted Karen village.

The reqgular road crossing and recrossing the Megnaw being
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impracticable, we struck off across the hills; it soon became evident that the
Hmineloongyeee people who accompanied us, and who had on first starting
had professed to know the country thoroughly were quite out of their element.
We wandered up and down steep hills getting into culdesacs, and having to
retrace our steps until at 3 P.M., we arrived at a deserted Karen village; from
thence | despatched some of the Shans in search of guides, the head Shan
went with them and in the evening returned with one fresh elephant, and
some Karens. He told me that in the moring the Hmineloongyee elephants
would go back, and that if | would wait the Karens would bring elephants to-
morrow, or the next day. To this cool proposition, | declined to accede.

May 25th.—Deserted Karen village to Karen village.

To-day the weather began to clear, and we made better marching
although some of the Shans were very sulky at having to go on. Soon after 2
P.M., we halted at a Karen village, (Ayeines) of about 10 houses. These Karen
build their villages in spots very hard of access, choosing apparently the top of
the steepest available hill where water is procurable. They shift from place to
place, as the land in the neighborhood available for “toungya” cultivation
becomes exhausted. Their houses are built entirely of bamboos, the posts
being stout; “Wabas,” and the roof of bamboos split in half and laid on after
the fashion of round tiles. Their houses and they themselves are horribly dirty.

May 26th.—From Karen village to Tsakan, north of the Karaway hill.

The head Shan came up early and announced that his elephants must
really return, and that Karen elephants would come shortly. After a great deal
of talking and considerable sulkiness on the part of the elephantmen we
started; it is of no use to offer the men high pay, they know perfectly well that
on their return to Hmineloongyee, their money will be appropriated by the

Panya Kin, so that extra wages are no incentive. After going for 2 hours, it
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became evident that the elephants were being driven not by the shortest route
to Maulmain, but to the nearest Karen village, in the hopes of finding animals
to relieve ours; | therefore dismounted the Shan mahouts, and put up my own
Burmans. After travelling for 3 hours in what appeared the right direction, we
luckily came on a Karen; we kept him apart from the Shans, and he guided us
correctly. After a stiff march of over 12 hours just as it got dark we reached
the main road, north of the Karaway hill, and during the night the head Shan
who left us early to-day came up with Karen’s elephants, and a supply of
rice.

May 27th.—From Tsakan north of the Karaway hill to the south foot of
the same.

Our fresh animals are magnificent beasts, and notwithstanding the
steepness and slippery state of the roads, we got over a good deal of ground,
reaching the south foot of the Karaway hill, a little before sunset,

May 28th.—From south foot of the Karaway hill to the head of the
Mepok stream.

At 9.30 A.M., we reached the Thoungyin, the water had been very
high 2 of 3 days ago, but has now fallen about 9 or 10 feet; only two
elephants had to be unladen for the crossing, one of them was too short to
cross with a dry load; and the other had two young ones with it, aged
respectively 4 years and 10 months; we found 2 canoes in which the men
crossed. At 6 P.M. we reached the head waters of the Mepok stream, and
halted for the night, the rain fell in torrents for some hours just after our
arrival.

May 29th.—Mepok stream to Yinbine on the Salween.

Our new elephants travel so well that we were enabled to make two

marched in one; and in 13 %2 hours, reached Yinbine on the Salween. The river
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has fallen 12 or 14 feet in the last few days.

May 30th.—Yinbine to Hpagat.

We were fortunate in getting boats without any delay, and reached
Hpagat at 4 P.M.

May 31st—Hpagat to Maulmain.

Left Hpagat at 6 A.M. and after a pull of 5 hours arrived at Maulmain.

THOMAS LOWNDES, Captain.
Superintendent of Police,

Ambherst District.
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