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Abstract

The results of the survey on people’s quality of life

in 5 Southern border provinces, 2009

This report is the result of the survey on people’s quality of life in 5 Southern border
provinces, namely Satoon, Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, conducted in May 2009.
The samples of 2,940 households were randomly selected from those 5 provinces by stratified
random sampling procedure. The sampling selected 2 districts from each province, 15 villages from
each district and 20 households from each village. The probability sampling method was used to
ensure the representativeness of the population in the areas. Village Graduate Volunteers of the
Southern Border Province Administration Center (SBPAC) were recruited to work as interviewers to
interview housewives or adults aged 18-60 years in the households randomly selected from the

village maps drawn by those volunteers.

The data collection tool was a structured questionnaire designed to be simple for both
interviewer and respondent. The questionnaire was designed to enumerate the information on both
individual and the household level. The data on each household member included sex, age,
education, occupation, birthplace and smoking status. The household data included morbidity and
accessibility of healthcare services, economic status, self perception on happiness and safety,

housing sanitation and environment, and household members’ participation in community activities.

The survey showed quantitative information on people’s quality of life in the Southern border
area. Regarding the demographic aspect, proportion of population aged under 15 years gradually
decreased, reflecting fertility decline in the area during the past 15 years. Place of birth had been
gradually shifting from home to hospital. The survey found only 19% of children aged under 5 years
born at home, comparing to only 2% born at hospital 50 years ago. Majority of households had low
income, about 15% having monthly income less than 10,000 Baht. Sickness was still prevalent in the
area. Only 12% of households had no member getting sick in the previous year. When being sick,
most of them sought for government healthcare services. The majority of houses in the area were
one-floored. 90% of households used latrine. Ponds and wells were the main sources of drinking
water. However, the majority of people expressed that they felt happy and secured in their lives and

properties.
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